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For more information visit www.rutc.ac.uk

Overview: 14-16 School Link Courses
At Richmond upon Thames College

About our 14-16 School Link Courses
Richmond upon Thames College (RuTC) offers a wide range of subjects with a specialism in vocational 
courses. We are really proud to have experienced staff who have worked in the areas they teach and are 
able to pass on valuable knowledge to our students. Our workshops, classrooms and kitchens are filled 
with bespoke equipment, which is currently used in the workplace, giving our students the opportunity 
to develop the skills they will need to start their careers.

Who these courses are for 
Our 14-16 School Link Courses are year-long programmes that run one day per week for students in 
year 10 or 11 and can be taken alongside GSCEs at school. These courses are ideal for young people 
who may learn better in a practical setting and prefer a more hands-on approach to learning as 
opposed to the academic subjects they study at school.

Our aim
The aim of our 14-16 School Link Courses is to help engage young people who do not perform to their 
full potential within the school environment. Taking these students out of school for one day a week 
and giving them the opportunity to spend a day on a vocational course in a practical environment, has 
a really positive impact and can help to keep them engaged in education at college and at school. By 
studying these vocational courses students build valuable skills and knowledge of the different types 
of careers that may be available to them, which will motivate them to succeed on the course.

Progression
Our aim is that students who come to us on one of our 14-16 School Link courses will then be able to 
progress to a full-time vocational course after year 11. Many of our current School Link students will 
continue their studies with us in a related subject at a higher level in September.

How to apply
An application form must be completed by the school or local authority. The form will have been sent 
with this document, alternatively please contact sarah.orourke@rutc.ac.uk 020 8607 8438.

Schools must also send us information of any Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP).

Once all information is checked and the college is confident that a place can be offered to the 
student, we will invite the student in to college to attend a short, informal interview with a member 
of our teaching staff.
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College new build expected completion 2019

Fees

Fees
The cost of our courses remains the same as last year and will be fully funded from school or LEAs. 
Costs are based on teaching, administration and for some courses additional technician support, 
resources and protective clothing/uniform.  Courses require a minimum of 10 pupils per subject in 
order to run, except band C that can be run wth a smaller class size. The courses are priced within 
three bands:

A - £1,100 per student for one day a week over an academic year (36 weeks). 

B - £1,400 per student for one day a week over an academic year (36 weeks); includes cost of additional 
technician support within classroom and resources.

C - £1,700 per student for one day a week over an academic year (36 weeks); includes cost of additional 
technician, resources and smaller class size ie 8.

Course Price band Cost
Catering C £1,700

Childcare and Health and Social Care A £1,100

Construction Crafts B £1,400

Digital Media and Games Design A £1,100

Engineering B £1,400

Travel and Tourism A £1,100
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Catering
School Link Course

Qualification: City and Guilds NVQ Certificate in Professional Cookery
Level: 1 
Length: 36 weeks
Day and times: Friday 9.00am - 3.00pm
Start date: 21 September 2018
Cost to school: Band C -  £1,700 per student for one day a week over an academic year. Cost includes 
additional technician support, resources, chef whites and non-slip footwear.

Course information
This course is suited to students who have a specific interest in catering and may wish to pursue a 
career within the industry. The course involves practical work and assessments in our professional 
kitchens and includes units such as teamwork, food safety and preparation/cooking of vegetable 
and meat dishes. Students will learn about food hygiene and safe production of food before any 
production lessons take place, a requirement for anyone working with food.

Optional units on the course include food presentation, baking and patisserie, safe usage of 
commercial kitchen equipment, health and safety practices and regulations, safe storage of food as 
well as the personal and social skills needed to succeed in the industry.

Students work in commercial standard kitchens producing food that is sold to staff, students and 
important visitors to the college. All students are required to wear chef whites and non-slip footwear, 
which is provided in the cost of the course. These are professional kitchens and students will be 
expected to present themselves as catering professionals.

Assessment criteria
The qualification and units are graded at a Pass. At the end of each lesson, students will be assessed 
on their end product, hygiene, teamwork and professional skills. In addition to practical assessment, 
students will collect evidence using an electronic portfolio covering a range of mandatory and 
optional units and will also be tested by multiple choice question papers for each unit. 

Progression options
This qualification will help towards getting a job in the catering industry. Students can also progress 
to a Level 2 course at RuTC, which will provide the minimum standard qualification required by the 
industry to work in a professional kitchen. 

For more information visit www.rutc.ac.uk
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Childcare and Health and Social Care
School Link Course

Qualification: CACHE Introduction to Health Care and Caring for Children
Level: 1
Length: 36 weeks
Day and times: Friday 9.00am - 3.00pm
Start date: 21 September 2018
Cost to school: Cost to school: Band A -  £1,100 per student for one day a week over an academic year.

Course information
This course is ideal for students who are considering a career in health and/or social care with adults 
or children and young people. This qualification will develop knowledge and awareness of the types 
of provision in the health, social care and children and young people sectors. The programme includes 
the roles played by workers; from principles and values through to health and safety and working with 
others. 

Lessons will be tutor-led sessions with a variety of practical sessions, workshops and tutorials. A range 
of teaching methods are implemented to offered to maximise learning opportunities throughout the 
programme of study.

Students will gain the knowledge, understanding and skills required for employment and progression 
in the subjects, while being able to tailor their learning to their interests through the provision of a 
broad range of optional units to further develop their understanding.

Assessment criteria
The qualification and units are graded at Pass. All units will be internally assessed using a range of 
methods including direct observation or reflective practice, written assignments or tasks such as 
designing a leaflet or booklet, creating charts or diagrams or setting up an information board.

Progression options
The qualifications will help towards getting a job in these sectors and will help students progress on 
to either the Level 2 Diploma in Health and Social Care or the Level 2 Caring for Children and Young 
People, as long as they have achieved a grade 4 or above in GCSE English and Maths.
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Construction Crafts
School Link Course

Qualification: Cskills Award in Multicraft Construction Activities
Level: 1
Length: 36 weeks
Day and times: Friday 9.00am - 3.00pm
Start date: 21 September 2018
Cost to school: Band B -  £1,400 per student for one day a week over an academic year. Cost includes 
additional technician support, resources and steel toe cap boots.

Course information
This course has been designed for students who have an interest in construction trades with little or 
no experience in this area, with the aim to develop skills, knowledge and understanding that they can 
use to progress to further training.

Students will have an introduction to traditional construction trades and will learn practical skills in 
the college’s specialist workshops demonstrating practical skills in brickwork, carpentry, painting and 
tiling. 

Students will learn about health and safety, welfare and site awareness as well as construction 
technologies, they will also develop their skills in information, quantities and communication. The 
practical skills that students will learn include preparing and trying out multi-craft construction 
activities.  Students will make items such as a bricklayers gage rod and a gallows bracket, they will also 
build a small wall and paint and tile it. Additional learning can involve making bird boxes and timber 
planters. These skills will enable students to start thinking about next steps in construction trades.

Assessment criteria
The qualification and units are graded at a Pass. Students will be assessed on their practical hand skills 
and will need to demonstrate this during lessons. In addition to practical assessment students must 
cover a small amount of theory during each lesson and will be tested with multiple choice questions 
papers for each unit.

Progression options
This qualification will help students to progress  to Level 1 Carpentry or Brickwork course at RuTC if 
they are able to demonstrate the required level of aptitude skills. This can lead to getting a job in the 
construction industry. 

For more information visit www.rutc.ac.uk
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Digital Media and Games Design
School Link Course

Qualification: Pearson BTEC First Award in Information and Creative Technology 
Level: 1 
Length: 36 weeks
Day and times: Friday 9.00am - 3.00pm
Start date: 21 September 2018
Cost to school: Band A -  £1,100 per student for a one day a week over an academic year. 

Course information
This course has been developed for students who have an interest in digital media and/or games 
design and may wish to seek employment within the digital media or ICT industries. The course 
will cover units including the online world, creating a digital portfolio, digital animation and digital 
graphics. 

The course aims to extend students’ knowledge of digital media production and online services by 
looking at the technology and software that support them. Each student will also create their own 
website using multimedia assets and will get to explore a range of digital devices, such as smart 
phones and digital music players.

The games design part of the course will look at how the visual effects in science fiction and fantasy 
films and computer games are made and students will have the opportunity to combine creative and 
technical computing skills. Students will also look at advertising communications and will investigate a 
range of applications (apps) and features of existing graphic products, considering their audience and 
purpose. 

Assessment criteria
The qualification and units are graded at a Pass. 25% of the qualification is externally assessed by 
Edexcel in the form of an online examination. 75% is a coursework-based portfolio that is completed 
during class time.

Progression options
This qualification will help towards getting a job in ICT, digital media or games design. Students can 
progress to the Level 2 BTEC First Extended Certificate in ICT or the UAL Level 2 Creative Media 
Production at RuTC as long as they have a grade 4 or above in GCSE English and Maths.
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Engineering
School Link Course

Qualification: BTEC Engineering Award 
Level: 1 
Length: 36 weeks
Day and times: Friday 9.00am – 3.00pm
Start date: 21 September 2018 
Cost to school: Band B -  £1,400 per student for a one day a week over an academic year. Cost includes 
additional technician support and resources. 

Course information
This course is ideal for young people who are interested in engineering and might be thinking about 
pursuing a career in this industry, providing them with an introduction to health and safety issues that 
are relevant to the industry and the practical skills that they will develop in the workshops. The course 
will include identifying hazards, knowing the correct actions to take, preparing for practical activities 
and keeping the work area safe.

Students will develop skills in planning and making a machined product using engineering drawings, 
which will enable them to plan and manufacture a product using different materials, tools and 
machinery. Each student will also get to experiment with a range of materials and will create a finished 
product according to agreed specification. 

Assessment criteria
The qualification and units are graded at a Pass. Students will be mostly assessed to their practical 
work and ability with a small amount of theory.

Progression options
This qualification will help toward getting a job within the engineering sector and to progress to the 
Level 2 BTEC First Extended Certificate in Engineering if students attain 4 GCSE at grade 4 including 
English, Maths and Double Science.

For more information visit www.rutc.ac.uk
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Travel and Tourism
School Link Course

Qualification: City and Guilds Award in Exploring the Aviation Industry and Aviation Environment
Level: 1
Length: 36 weeks
Day and times: Friday 9.00am - 3.00pm
Start date: 21 September 2018
Cost to school: Band A -  £1,100 per student for a one day a week over an academic year. 

Course information
The course is aimed at students with an interest in travel and tourism and who may be considering a 
career in the aviation sector.

The course allows students to learn, develop and practise the skills required for a career in the aviation 
sector by introducing students to aviation terminology, aviation locational geography, customer 
service, teamwork and preparation for employment. Higher levels of study can help students to get 
a job in an airport - anything from organising ramps on the runway, to working on a check-in desk or 
cabin crew. 

Assessment criteria
The qualification and units are graded at a Pass. Students will complete a range of units, which will be 
assessed through a range of presentations, role play and written assignments.

Progression options
This qualification will help towards getting a job in the aviation industry. Students can also progress to 
the Level 2 Diploma in Travel and Tourism at RuTC, as long as they have achieved a grade 4 or above in 
GCSE English and Maths.
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Additional Information

British Values
Richmond upon Thames College is dedicated 
to promoting our values of honesty, integrity, 
mutual respect and personal accountability 
to support our students in becoming fully 
rounded members of society with a strong 
sense of social and moral responsibility. We 
prepare our students for life in modern Britain 
by developing an understanding of democracy, 
the rule of law, individual liberty and tolerance 
of those with different faiths and beliefs and 
this is reflected in our policies.

Disability Statement
Richmond upon Thames College is committed 
to being proactive in ensuring that disabled 
people are treated equally in all aspects of 
college life. We wish to provide anticipatory 
arrangements and reasonable adjustments 
for those requiring them. The college has a 
Disability Statement and a Single Equality 
Scheme. Copies are available on request and 
the Single Equalities Scheme is available on our 
website.

Equality and Diversity
Richmond upon Thames College is committed 
to the active promotion of equality of 
opportunity for all and opposes discrimination 
of any kind. The college treats all employees 
and students with respect and dignity 
and provides a working and educational 
environment free from unlawful discrimination, 
harassment or victimisation. To this end, 
within the framework of the law and best 
educational and personnel practice, the college 
is committed to achieving and maintaining a 
student body and workforce which broadly 
reflects both the local community wherever 
possible and meets the needs of the wider 
catchment area from which students and staff 
are recruited.

Safeguarding - promoting the welfare 
of our students
Richmond upon Thames College is committed 
to ensuring it provides a safe learning 
environment for all students. This includes 
raising awareness of issues relating to student 
welfare, identifying students who are suffering 
or likely to suffer harm, and taking action to 
ensure students are kept safe.

All staff are given appropriate training in order 
to ensure they are aware of safeguarding 
issues and the procedures to follow. We also 
have a specialist Safeguarding Team who are 
responsible for dealing with any concerns 
raised. The tutorial programme covers a 
variety of topics which are also designed to 
raise awareness and provide students with the 
opportunity to reflect and discuss concerns.

If anyone has concerns about the safety of 
a student, the Safeguarding Team can be 
contacted during college hours by phone on 
020 8607 8300 or by email 
safeguarding@rutc.ac.uk

Contact
Sarah O’Rourke - School Liaison Officer

Email: sarah.orourke@rutc.ac.uk
Telephone: 020 8607 8438

For more information visit www.rutc.ac.uk
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