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Message from our College Leadership Team
Richmond upon Thames College (RuTC) is a vibrant, diverse and friendly community. We are a careers college 
where you can choose from 100+ courses and our staff supports all students to achieve their ambitions. Our brand 
new state of the art campus has a range of outstanding facilities which will ensure our students have the skills, 
knowledge and experience to progress. We offer our students many enrichment opportunities, including college 
trips, cultural experiences and a range of sports activities.

This academic year saw many changes in the usual ways of working and studying and we are incredibly proud of 
our students’ and staff’s successes and achievements and 
are happy to see everyone back safely onsite. In this edition 
of our termly Celebrate newsletter, you can read about the 
wonderful and inspiring stories of what students and staff 
achieved.

We wish everyone a safe, happy and healthy winter break.

www.rutc.ac.uk

RuTC launches Veg to 
Fork Project! More inside

In September, Richmond upon Thames 
College (RuTC) launched the ‘Veg to Fork 
Project’, which will transform the space at 
the front of the College’s new building into 
a working garden. The garden will be used 
by Supported Learning students who will 
learn to grow their own produce, which will 
be used in the department’s Apple Tree 
Café, serving lunch to staff and students.

Art and Design students were given the task of designing the garden 
space as part of a project to gain real life experience. The winning 
design was from Art and Design Level 3 student, Bruno Lo Giudice.  
Work to turn Bruno’s design into reality has already begun and is due 
to be completed by Summer 2022.
Not only will the garden provide a unique learning experience for 
students, but it will also attract an abundance of local wildlife and will 
provide a sanctuary for staff and students who will be able to enjoy 
the space.
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A Fun-filled Freshers’ Fair 
welcomes Students

RuTC wins ‘Best Training and 
Development Award’
Richmond upon Thames College is the proud winner of the 
‘Best Training and Development Award’, which the College 
received at the 2020 Richmond Business Awards, held on 
Friday 24 September 2021 at Twickenham Stadium and hosted 
annually for the Richmond Chamber of Commerce.

The award, was for RuTC’s quick response to teaching and 
learning during the pandemic, by swiftly moving to a fully 
remote system at short notice. 
This required accelerated development of enhanced digital 
skills to use a range of solutions, including Microsoft Teams, 
to deliver lessons remotely.

Subsequent and on-going training was provided to ensure 
that teachers were able to meet the developing demands 
of the situation and maintain the continuity of the learning 
experience. This continuation of service enabled not only 
remote delivery of live lessons, but also enhanced delivery of 
blended learning.

Christmas Fair 2021

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

Richmond upon Thames College’s annual Freshers’ Fair 
took place on Wednesday 22 September and provided 
students with a fun-filled day full of activities. 

This year students were able to make the most of in-
person activities and enjoy getting to know each other 
outside the classroom. 
Students were able to browse stands from local services 
including Off the Record, Mind Richmond, Metro Charity, 
NCS and more. 

As well as racing each other on the inflatable obstacle 
course and battling it out with glow in the dark table 
tennis. 

The day’s highlights were music performances from Media 
teacher Henry Knudsen on the saxophone, as well as 
students Nia Videnova and Okan Kosanoglu who bravely 
took to the mic to sing and rap in the atrium.

RuTC celebrated the end of term with not one but two 
Christmas Fairs. Supported Learning students held a small fair on 
Thursday 9 December, followed by the College’s main Christmas 
Fair on Friday 10 December. 

Supported Learning students sold homemade gifts and cakes, 
including tree decorations, candleholders, and a variety of 
fresh, homemade cakes. They raised £130 which went towards 
sponsoring a room with Centrepoint as part of the College’s ‘12 
Days of Kindness’ campaign.
 
The main Christmas Fair was filled with fun activities such as 
glow in the dark table tennis, carol singing, stalls by MIND 
Richmond, Heatham House and more. 
Art and Media students were selling seasonal cards that they 
had designed in class. Students and staff also wore their 
Christmas Jumpers and raised £86 for charity, Save the Children. 
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Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

Supported Learning Students  
involved in AGE UK’s ‘Dig Day’

In September 2021, seven of Richmond upon Thames 
College’s Supported Learning students spent a 
day volunteering at the Dig Day organised by Age 
UK Richmond which took place at the charity’s 
allotments in Shacklegate Lane, Teddington.

Whilst on their course, students have the opportunity 
to volunteer with Age Concern as part of the weekly 
work experience element of their course. 

On this occasion, the students helped with preparing 
vegetable plots for mulching over the winter. 
Throughout their time within the Supported Learning 
department, students volunteer individually or as a 
group to carry out the work experience in community 
based organisations and the students will return to 
the allotments in spring to help with the planting.

12 days of 
Kindness

Community Activator Coach 
Apprenticeship launched 
in partnership with the 
Harlequins Foundation 

This September, Richmond upon Thames College and 
the Harlequins Foundation entered into an exciting 
new partnership to deliver the Community Activator 
Coach Apprenticeship. The apprenticeship offers a 
unique opportunity to receive training from professional 
Harlequin coaches and experienced teachers from RuTC.
A Community Activator Coach Apprentice will promote, 
deliver and coach fun, inclusive and engaging activities 
that help communities keep a physically active lifestyle. 

This year’s new recruits spent the first day on their 
apprenticeship at Harlequins Stoop on a guided tour and 
took photos of the Gallagher Premiership trophy.
With five apprentices recruited to this new and unique 
programme, Harlequins and RuTC intend to grow the 
programme.

Harlequins Foundation Manager said: “We’re delighted 
to be delivering our apprenticeship programme, in 
partnership with Richmond upon Thames College. The 
programme offers young people, who want to pursue a 
career in sport the opportunity to gain experience, vital 
qualifications and get paid, all at the same time. Young 
people who complete the programme will leave with 
recognised qualifications as well as the confidence they 
need to become great coaches. We’re immensely proud to 
be delivering this programme and providing young people 
with the opportunity to acquire the essential skills and 
they need to succeed in the sector.”

Sheila Fraser Whyte, Executive Director, Business 
and innovation at Richmond upon Thames College, 
commented: “It is wonderful to have our first of many 
cohorts of Community Activator Coach apprentices and 
we look forward to working in partnership with Harlequins 
Foundation.”

This December, Richmond upon 
Thames College launched ‘12 
Days of Kindness’, mirroring 
the famous song ‘12 days of 
Christmas’. 

From 1 December there were 
opportunities for students and staff to get involved 
with various activities promoting kindness. 

Some of our activities included, providing bursary 
to students in need with 100% attendance, donating 
food to a local food bank, donating toiletries to 
the Salvation Army, donating money to sponsor a 
room at Centrepoint, wearing Christmas jumpers for 
Save the Children and making foil blankets for the 
homeless. Lastly, we’ve donated winter clothing to 
the Afghanistan Red Cross in memory of our student, 
Hazrat Wali. 
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Travel and Tourism Students hear 
from University of West London
On Friday 5 November, Travel and Tourism Level 2 and 
Level 3 students were visited by Dr. Peter Smith from 
the University of West London.

Dr Smith’s sessions covered the economic impacts of 
tourism, tourism growth worldwide and the effects of 
Covid-19 on the Travel and Tourism industry. 

He also spoke to the students about how to write 
UCAS applications and personal statements for 
university entry. 

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

Art Students Exhibit Work at 
‘Cut Loose’ Exhibition

Engineering students’ Aiyana Sood, Bryn Acland and 
Mikey Boncey were thrilled to be invited to join the 
Computer Aided Design (CAD) department at Subsea 
7, on the 8 November, for a captivating week of work 
experience.

Subsea 7 is a subsea engineering, construction and 
services company serving the offshore energy industry.
Students showcased their strong inventor’s knowledge 
and problem-solving skills developed at College in the 
Level 3 engineering course, making an impression upon 
the CAD team at Subsea 7.

Students learnt all about Subsea 7’s CAD projects, 
by using AutoCAD software, producing 2D/3D 
illustrations, designing storyboards and more.
This experience was fantastic for developing a broader 
understanding of what is involved working in a real 
drawing office and engineering environment.

Andy Timpson, Deputy Discipline Manager at Subsea 7 
was thoroughly impressed with the students, saying “It 
was an absolute pleasure to host the students in the 
CAD Department.”
“It was great to hear more about the course and the 
work that they have been doing over the last two 
years. They are a real credit to RuTC.”

Engineering teacher Ashok Joshi is delighted at the 
success of the experience, explaining “At RuTC, 
we value the impact practical work experience can 
offer students in regard to their education, but this 
placement went above and beyond what we could’ve 
expected.”

All participants thoroughly enjoyed their time and 
Richmond upon Thames College look forward to 
collaborating with Subsea 7 again in the future.

Engineering Scholarship 
students make a splash at 
Subsea 7

In November, Art and 
Design (Pre BA) Level 
4 Foundation Diploma 
students exhibited the 
work they had produced 
in the first couple of 
months of their course.

The exhibition’s theme 
‘Cut Loose’ offered 
students the opportunity 
to move away from 
their traditional ways of 
working and gain confidence in trying some new styles 
of art. 

The wondeful exhibition took place in the College’s 
art gallery Caroline King, RuTC Art and Design teacher, 
said, “The Cut Loose exhibition showcases the students’ 
creativity from the first 6 weeks of their course. They 
developed personal themes and agendas to inspire 
their work and ‘worked outside the box’ with their 
approaches.”
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This year’s Colleges Week was a chance to celebrate all 
the brilliant things that RuTC does in terms of, building 
communities, boosting businesses, and supporting 
individuals.

The focus of ‘Colleges Week’ 2021 was ‘Get in, Go further.’ 
Showcasing all the great things that College’s do, the 
courses they offer and the successes of their students.

RuTC showcased its new facilities, focussing on The View, 
training restaurant, which offers an amazing panorama 
across London and the new STEM Centre, which will be 
completed in 2022 and will provide a state of the art 
environment for training in engineering and more. 

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

RuTC Alumni - What Are They Doing Now?

This term has been as busy for some of our Performing Arts Alumni, as it has for our 
current students! 
• Dave, received ‘Album of the Year’ at the MOBO awards for his 2021 album, ‘We’re 

All Alone In This Together’. This is Dave’s second MOBO award win. 
• Malachi Kirby has been cast in a lead role in Amazon Prime’s new drama, ‘Anansi 

Boys’ based on Neil Gaimons best selling novels, the drama is set to be released in 
Summer 2022. This follows his 2021 BAFTA win for his performance in ‘Small Axe’

• Gamba Cole starred as a lead in BBC crime thriller ‘The Outlaws’ which premiered 
October 2021. The seven part series is available now on BBC iPlayer. 

• Aron Von Andrian will be playing Prince Albert in the BBC series, ‘Dodger’ set to 
premiere 2022. The series is set before the events of Charles Dickens’ iconic novel, 
Oliver Twist. 

• Grivas Kopti is an acclaimed television producer, who now lives in LA. In 2021, Grivas 
was behind some huge productions including The 73rd Primetime Emmy Awards, 
American Ninja Warrior, You Bet Your Life and 24 Hours in Hell and Back.

• Laura Stevens is working hard as technical manager on the renowned pantomime, 
‘Cinderella’ at Aylesbury Waterside Theatre. 

Celebrating Colleges Week 2021
Cake Sale for Mental Health 
Day Raises £225 for Young 
Minds UK

To celebrate and raise awareness for World Mental 
Health Day which fell on Sunday 10 October, our 
Supported Learning students put on a bake sale on 
Friday 8 October, raising an impressive £225 for mental 
health charity, Young Minds.

Students set up their stall in the College’s atrium for 
the day, selling a range of fresh, homemade cakes and 
treats to sell to staff and students. 

The money raised will be sent to Young Minds UK.
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Richmond upon Thames 
College’s 2021 annual 
Winter Music Concert was 
one of its most successful 
yet, raising £450 for youth 
charity, Young Minds UK.

The annual Winter Music Concert took place on 
Wednesday, 24th of November and included a range 
of performances by Level 3 Music Performance and 
Production students.

Performances included renditions of alternative rock, 
pop music, classical music, Irish traditional music and 
positive rap.
The students helped to organise and set-up the 
concert as well as performing.

£450 was raised for the Young Minds Charity through 
ticket sales and donations to the Richmond upon 
Thames College ‘JustGiving’ page in aid of the Winter 
Concert.

Performing Arts Teacher, Peter Garvey commented, 
“Last night’s concert was very successful: we had 
a large and very enthusiastic crowd, plus excellent 
performances and organisation from the students: 
we’re very proud of them.”

Young Minds Charity campaigns for all children and 
young people’s mental health by providing young 
people with reassurance and advice to help them make 
positive choices for their mental health and know what 
to do if they are struggling.
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Music Concert 
raises over 
£400 for Young 
Minds Charity

Students save the day for local 
resident’s radio  play

Performing Arts (Acting) students, Lila Judge, Annie 
Petchey and Conor Taylor were invited to perform on 
5 November in 15-minute radio-play ‘Finders Keepers’ 
alongside Wendy Allnut, for a radio play competition 
hosted by Arts Richmond.

Actress Wendy Allnut, best known for her roles in 
‘Oh What a Lovely War’, and When Eight Bells Toll’ 
volunteered to help neighbour, Patricia Cammish, 
with her radio play as the competition deadline was 
imminent.
Realising they could not produce the play alone to such 
a tight deadline, Wendy sought the assistance of the 
College’s students and staff.

Marius Smuts, Multimedia Facilitator explains, “We 
always welcome opportunities to work alongside our 
local community here in Richmond, so I knew our 
students would relish the chance to perform  in this 
production.” 

The competition by Arts Richmond to write a 15-minute 
radio-play was arranged in honor and memory of Colin 
Skipp, who played Tony Archer in the popular BBC radio 
serial ‘The Archers’.

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?

Browse our courses and apply online for September 
2022, simply visit www.rutc.ac.uk/courses.

Or visit one of our Open Events, register at www.
rutc.ac.uk/openevents.

Apply Online!


