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A Level student Isabella Brown
takes home Gold

RuTC students bring
home Gold and Silver
at 2022 Acrobatic
Gymnastics World
Championships
On 14 March, Richmond upon Thames College students, Amani
Egbor and Cameron Patrick Lothian, competed at the 2022 Acrobatic
Gymnastics World Championships, which took place in Baku,
Azerbajian.

——————————

Amani, who studies Biomedical Science Level 3, performed in the
senior women’s pair with fellow gymnast, Zoey Knok for team GB.
The pair’s elegant interpretation of ‘La Boheme’ achieved 26.950
points, ensuring their place in the Balance final at Acro Worlds 2022.
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Zoe and Amani received the second highest score in the morning
qualification, putting them 2nd overall (silver) in the Women’s Pair
Balance Qualifications.
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Cameron, who studies Sport level 2, performed in the Men’s Junior
World Championships alongside fellow gymnasts Jack Clegg, Ethan
Law and Jake Turner, with the group coming 1st overall earning
themselves a Gold medal each.

Message from our College Leadership Team
Richmond upon Thames College (RuTC) is a vibrant, diverse and friendly community. We are a careers college where
you can choose from 100+ courses and our staff supports all students to achieve their ambitions. Our new state of
the art campus has a range of outstanding facilities which will ensure our students have the skills, knowledge and
experience to progress.
We offer our students many enrichment opportunities, including college trips, cultural experiences and a range of
sports activities.
The spring term has been a busy one and we are proud of
the successes and achievement of our students and staff
over the past few months. In this edition of our termly
Celebrate newsletter, you can read about the wonderful and
inspiring stories of what students and staff achieved.
We wish everyone a safe, happy and healthy Easter break.

www.rutc.ac.uk
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Students create amazing pop art
inspired mural on STEM campus
hoardings
Last term, Art and Design Level 2 students were commissioned
to decorate the hoardings surrounding the College’s new STEM
Centre which is due for completion in 2023.
The students put significant effort into ensuring the mural
reflected the subjects that will be taught within the STEM Centre
and agreed that the style would follow a pop art theme.
Students researched the concept of STEM by visiting the Science
Museum and the Serpentine Gallery and were able to practice
drawing various science and technology objects at the Museum.
During their visit to the Serpentine Gallery, students researched
the work of famous French Pop Art artist, Hervé Télémaque,
studying his style and technique to create a bold style.

Creative media production
students launch EDI media
campaign
Recently, our Level 2 students were tasked with creating
a media campaign promoting equality, diversity and
inclusion within the (RuTC) community.
Within the brief the students were asked to create a logo,
short film and complementary poster campaign.
This was a group project, focussing on and getting each
student’s voice heard. The winning film was produced by
Shawayne Taylor, Sunal Fernando, Luca Horton and Ergys
Mataj.
Sunal explains the inspiration behind the film “The
whole College community was our inspiration, the logo
is a collage of various different skin tones, which come
together as a large circle to show that even though we’re
different, we come together at RuTC.”

RuTC receives ‘Project of the Year’
for new building development
RuTC won two independent awards, ‘Project of the Year’ and
‘Civic Building of the Year’ for The Richmond Building.
‘Project of the Year’ was won for being a college new build
project that has made a significant difference to the educational
or research experience of its students.
Richmond upon Thames College was nominated for the award
alongside Digital and Data Centre Exeter College and Brunel
Centre, with the Richmond Building taking home the win.
Jason Jones, Principal and CEO at RuTC was thrilled to accept
both awards.
“We are extremely proud of The Richmond Building and are
eagerly awaiting the new STEM Centre which will offer students
looking to study science, technology, engineering and maths a
second to none learning space.”

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses
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RUTC passes Matrix Standard
reaccreditation

Meet RuTC’s famous therapy
dog, Fred

The College is delighted to have been reaaccredited
to the matrix Standard, demonstrating the high
quality of our Information (IAG) Advice and Guidance
services that we provide to students, teachers, and
support staff.

RuTC’s in-house therapy animal, Fred, a 12 years old Westie
cross Labrador, has attracted much attention since he
started his role at the College a short while ago.

The matrix Standard is the international quality
standard for organisations that deliver information,
advice and/or guidance either as their sole purpose
or as part of their service offering.
Roger Chapman, Head of the matrix Service said:
“This is a fantastic achievement for RuTC, and I would
like to congratulate the entire team on their success.
With their accreditation success, RuTC is working to
provide the best support for all of their staff and
students.”

Parliament Square
play wows
audience
In January, Level 3 Acting
students performed their
rendition of the profoundly
thought-provoking play,
‘Parliament Square’ written by
James Fritz.
The play, which had won the Judges’ Award in the 2015
Bruntwood Prize for best Playwriting, was a resounding
success at both performances in the College’s
auditorium.
Jane Swift, Performing Arts teacher, explains “This
play was really hard-hitting for me, my students
relished getting involved with something so delicate.
I am thrilled at the turnout for the performances, my
students did an amazing job.”

Fred has made a huge difference to students, some citing
they previously struggled with college attendance, stress
and more. Since Fred has joined the college, these worries
have been mitigated.
RuTC student, Alex Johnston, feels that Fred has made the
world of difference in his ability to enjoy college life. Alex
explains, “Fred has been very helpful in getting me into
college and helped me get in every day I needed to last
week. I look forward to petting him every time even if I
have to wait in a queue because everyone else wants to.”
Student journalists, Maya Bowles and Kate Cornell from
City, University of London, were so enamoured with Fred
they chose to dedicate a slot of their weekly student news
channel to him and the various students he has helped.
Tina, Fred’s owner is amazed at the response Fred has
gained since his promotion from family to therapy dog.
“Fred is a quiet and extremely sweet-natured dog, so it
seemed only natural that he would be perfect as a therapy
animal here at RuTC.
Maya Bowles, from City University London knew she had
found an amazing story as soon as they heard about Fred’s
‘pawsition’ at the College.
“Richmond-upon-Thames College has gone above and
beyond its role in supporting us with this news package.”
Said Maya, “Every single young person who kindly agreed
to speak with us seemed to have genuinely benefitted
from the introduction of a therapy dog at the College.”
Fred was recently filmed for ITV London News and will be
appearing on screen soon.

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses
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A Level student, Isabella Brown
takes home Gold

Travel and Tourism students host
‘Undiscovered Destinations’ Fair

RuTC student Isabella Brown (Bella) is creating a name
for herself in the weightlifting world, this time winning
Gold at the British Weightlifting Championships 2022.

The ‘Undiscovered Destinations’ fair was a unique
opportunity for the students to express and present
their creativity and research skills to their peers.

British Weightlifting is the UK’s officially recognised
Governing Body for weightlifting, para powerlifting
and training. This year the championships took
place in their expansive new residence, the Derby
Arena, with hundreds of people attending the annual
championship event.

Students planned, organised and implemented the fair
in the College’s auditorium. Hannah Talabany, teacher,
said, “My students did great job introducing and
showcasing their chosen destinations and managed
to host an amazing event. The catering students
also helped by making dishes from the destinations
covered.”

Bella, who started weightlifting in 2018 was delighted
to have won Gold in the competition, saying “I have
mixed emotions coming out of the competition but
immediately I feel grateful for the opportunity to
show my hard work and bring home the gold. It is
amazing that I’m one of a select few Junior lifters in
Britain to bring home a Senior British title! My plans
for the rest of the year are to develop my lifts further
and compete at the Junior World Championships in
May and the Junior European Championships at this
competition I hope to bring home a medal!”

Annual IGNITE dance show
performers
dazzle for the
ninth year
In January, RuTC’s first
and second year Dance
students performed at
the annual IGNITE show.

At her first weightlifting competition in September
2019, Bella immediately broke a British record.
Since then, she has gone onto compete at various
other competitions all around the country, continuing
breaking a number of records.

Alongside RuTC’s own
students, thirteen other
local and diverse dance
groups performed to a
sold-out audience.

In addition, Bella is a British Champion, top-ranked
under 17 female weightlifter, regardless of weight class.

Over the past nine years, IGNITE has celebrated local
dancers of all abilities. This year, RuTC’s dance students
donned boxing gloves and performed the dance ‘Born
Ready.’

Caroline Ludbrook, Head of Sixth Form at RuTC says
“We are very proud of Bella’s amazing achievements in
her weightlifting career. It’s extremely impressive to be
considered a British Champion.”
Currently, Bella is training and competing with the
weightlifting team from Brunel University.

Charlotte Woods, Performing Arts teacher, said:
“We’ve missed IGNITE due to COVID-19, so we were
determined to make this year’s performance the best
yet. It has always been a fabulous event and we were
especially honoured to host the show for a ninth year.”

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses
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National Skills Challenge tests
Business, IT and Art students

Alumni actress gives talk to
Performing Arts students
In February, RuTC welcomed back alumni Adele James,
for a talk on ‘industry tips’ with Level 2 Acting students.
Adele’s most recent role was starring as Christina ‘Tina’
Mollett in long-running BBC drama series, Casualty.
Adele imparted her best industry tips and advice for
success to students. Jane Swift, Performing Arts teacher
said, “It’s so inspirational for students to meet someone
who was once in their position. Adele left the College
in 2012 and has made a wonderful career for herself.”

In February, RuTC took part in The National Skills
Challenge, a business challenge competition in
association with The Digital Institute, London.
The challenge this year was to create a sandbox-style
game for Thorpe Park. In a similar style to the popular
BBC TV series ‘The Apprentice’, students were arranged
into groups of six and given a variety of tasks.
Winners, ‘Angry Carts, ‘What’s Really There’ and
‘Thadventure’ will be going onto the NSC National Final
to compete amongst other colleges across the country.

Catering students win big at International Salon Culinaire London

In March, (RuTC) students Valdino De Souza, Frankie Brant, Oskar Kosta and Darian
Nabaz alongside catering teachers James Unwin, Neal Hook and Daniele Giraud
competed in the International Salon Culinaire at ExCeL London.
This year the competition took place as part of the London Hotel and Restaurant Show.
Catering Level 3 student, Valdino De Souza, won a silver medal for the ‘Pub Chef of the
Year’ competition with his winning dish of roasted pork fillet wrapped in Parma ham,
scotch egg, triple cooked chips and red wine sauce.
RuTC Chef Lecturer in Culinary Arts, James Unwin alongside students Frankie Brant,
Oskar Costa and Darian Nabaz won the bronze award for ‘Chef Team of the Year’, which
was awarded by celebrity chef Michel Roux Jr.
Alongside James, Frankie, Oskar and Darian, Catering lecturer, Neal Hook and student
Yasmin Gibb won a bronze medal for their entry in the ‘Mystery Basket Challenge’.
Student Darian Nabaz was also awarded a second bronze medal and Oskar Costa a merit
for his meal preparation for the Chicken for Sauté competition.

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

6

Celebrate
RuTC’s
Community pulls
together to help
Ukraine

Higher Education Fair returns to
RuTC
In March, the Higher Education Fair returned to RuTC
after two years of virtual events during the Covid-19
pandemic.
30 universities from across England and Wales attended
the event with representatives on designated stands
answering all questions and queries RuTC students had
about attending university.
Engineering Student, Bailey Bright really appreciated the
chance to explore Higher Education Fair and even found
a potential university course he would like to study.
Similarly, Childcare students Jayda Alder, Danielle
Elston and Sophie Soares felt the Fair gave them the
opportunity to comfortably explore their future
options in a supportive environment.
Francis Kennedy, Careers Advisor at RuTC, was pleased
the Fair was a hit amongst students.
“We were really pleased that 30 universites were able
to attend. Feedback from them was very positive. They
really seemed impressed with over 400 students coming
along and the range of university information that
students were enquiring about.”

Apply Online!

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Browse our courses and apply online for September
2022, simply visit www.rutc.ac.uk/courses.
Or visit one of our Open Events, register at www.
rutc.ac.uk/openevents.

In light of the recent crisis,
(RuTC) and the wider
Richmond and Twickenham
community are coming
together in support of
Ukraine.
Many people in Ukraine have been left without food
and are now in need of vital supplies after leaving their
homes. Across Richmond and Twickenham there are a
number of organisations and groups working tirelessly
to provide aid to those affected by the ongoing crisis,
including Prosperity Ukrainian Restaurant and Café on
York Street.
Staff and volunteers at Prosperity are donating their
time and effort to help collect, sort and deliver vital
supplies to those in need in Ukraine.
RuTC is continuing to collect items and has already
donated a large amount of clothes, female hygiene
products, long-life food, bathroom products and more
to Prosperity.
As well as this, students held a cake sale to raise money
for those in Ukraine, raising £187 for The Prosperity
Café which will go directly to those in need.
Rachel Scarborough, Head of Student Experience at
RuTC is pleased to see how students have responded
to the call for aid, saying: “During times of challenge, it
is heart-warming to know that the college community
comes together to support those in need.”

