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Message from our College Leadership Team
Richmond upon Thames College (RuTC) is a vibrant, diverse and friendly community. We are a careers college 
where you can choose from 100+ courses and our staff supports all students to achieve their ambitions. Our brand 
new state of the art campus has a range of outstanding facilities which will ensure our students have the skills, 
knowledge and experience to progress. We offer our students many enrichment opportunities, including college 
trips, cultural experiences and a range of sports activities.

This academic year saw many changes in the usual ways of working and studying and we are incredibly proud of 
our students’ and staff’s successes and achievements and 
are happy to see everyone back safely onsite. In this edition 
of our termly Celebrate newsletter, you can read about the 
wonderful and inspiring stories of what students and staff 
achieved.

We wish everyone a safe, happy and healthy Easter break.

www.rutc.ac.uk

LGBTQ History Month 
at RuTC

More inside

February celebrated LGBTQ History Month 
in the UK, to mark the occasion, RuTC 
organised a number of activities. Staff and 
students participated in tutorials, getting to 
know more about LGBTQ history. Everyone 
commented how informative the tutorials 
were, students Emma and K’ja said that 
it made them aware of things they never 
thought about before and how they can personally try to enforce 
change in their surroundings. The College’s Equality and Diversity 
Committee asked everyone to contribute towards a collaboration of 
LGBTQ heroes online, adding historical, influential and inspirational 
figures from the LGBTQ community. All icons of the LGBTQ Heroes 
wall will be consolidated to make one resource which will be kept 
alongside the College’s new LGBTQ toolkit for staff and students, 
which will be part of a bigger project for RuTC’s Equality and Diversity 
Committee, reinvigorating and revitalising the College’s commitment 
to promoting Equality and Diversity within the community.
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NHS mental health talk for 
students returning to College

Before students returned to College after lockdown, 
the Educationa Wellbeing Team of NHS South West 
London and St George’s Mental Health hosted a 
webinar for our students. 

The team gave students strategies to help manage 
anxious thoughts and feelings, top tips for a good 
night’s sleep and relaxation and problem-solving 
techniques to help manage the return to College 
more easily. Participants also heard from other 
students about their own experiences.

New clubs launching in the 
Spring and Summer Term

On World Book Day, 4 March, we were excited to 
announce the launch of our very own book club, 
which a lot of students have joined already. For now, 
the club will be virtual and students can chat about 
books in a Teams group and in the future meet in the 
College’s Learning Centre. The first book is “Extremely 
Loud & Incredibly Close” by Jonathan Safran Foer, 
to coincide with Autism Awareness Month in April. 
Other clubs starting after the Easter break include a 
Film Club as well as a Pottery Throw Down Club.

ISG inspires students 
showcasing STEM Centre 
development and careers 
within the industry

In February, global construction specialist ISG 
presented the second phase of our campus 
redevelopment to 50 students and highlighted the 
various careers available in the construction industry.

In March 2020, the majority of students moved 
into the iconic Richmond building on the existing 
Twickenham site which was phase one of the project. 
For this, ISG Project Director Richard White took 
home Silver in the Higher Education category in the 
Construction Manager of the Year Awards.

Phase two will see the construction of a brand 
new STEM Centre for Science, IT, Engineering and 
Construction students and is due for completion in 
Summer 2022. In order to give STEM students details 
about their new learning environment, ISG hosted 
an informative virtual event which focussed on the 
construction of the STEM Centre and its final look. 
ISG highlighted how construction work has continued 

during the pandemic, showing the importance of 
virtual tours, technology and ISG’s very own health and 
safety app.

The presentation also showcased the partnership that 
exists between ISG and RuTC, highlighting the work 
placements opportunities offered by ISG. Karen Vigar, 
Education Engagement Manager at ISG, discussed the 
further opportunities available for current and future 
students. Tania Jacobs, Senior Social Value Manager 
and former RuTC student, highlighted how ISG’s social 
value is about legacy and long-term outcomes, such as 
training, employment and work experience with the 
strategy and engaging the local community.

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses
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Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

Students graduate from Circl 
Leadership Programme
We are extremely proud to announce 15 of our 
students graduated in January 2021 from the Circl 
Leadership Programme, gaining a Professional 
Leadership Qualification worth £1,500.

The programme not only helps students to develop 
leadership skills, but also supports managers to 
become better mentors. 15 RuTC students were 
paired with 15 managers from local Richmond 
company, Tails, which sells customised dog food. 
Students and mentors had weekly sessions and one 
to one calls. Students benefitted from mentoring 
with support on their challenges and goal setting 
along with productivity and creativity, whilst mentors 
from the company gained coaching and leadership 
skills. 

Students commented that as a result of the 
programme, they felt more confident in professional 
settings, able to build good working relationships and 
their communications skills improved.

Lateral Flow 
Testing onsite
In January, the College 
received lateral flow test kits 
and equipment. We have set 
up a testing area onsite to 
help identify asymptomatic 
cases which otherwise would 
not be detected. Staff, students and contractors have 
been tested in line with government guidance. Over 
5300 staff and students had their first lateral flow test 
in College and between 1 March and 25 March, almost 
2000 home test kits were issued. We are pleased to 
say that, to date, we have recorded no positive tests.

At the end of 2020, Art and Design Level 2 students 
revealed their murals in the College’s training 
restaurant, The View, located on the top floor of the 
new College building and offering stunning views of 
Twickenham Rugby Stadium and across London.

The murals, commissioned by Sheila Fraser Whyte, 
Executive Director at RuTC, were painted under the 
very fitting theme ‘The View’. This could include the 
actual view from the restaurant or loose and abstract 
interpretations. Artwork ranged from depictions of 
the surrounding rugby stadiums, to a deer caught in 
the light in Richmond Park, Google maps resembling 
street views, city and landscaped, paintings of eyes 
and a depiction of space. For the first time, students 
painted on a loose canvas.

Toby Rye, Art and Design teacher at RuTC, said, “I 
am immensely proud of my students’ work - each 
painting reflects a personal approach and style 
and is the culmination of weeks of research and 
development of ideas. These paintings truly show 
the diversity of Level 2 Art here at Richmond upon 
Thames College and are an indication of the fantastic 
potential of each and every student. This was just one 
of the many exciting projects we offer on the Level 2 
course.”

Sheila Fraser Whyte said, “The View restaurant is a 
great place for students to showcase their artwork 
to staff and students, but especially to external 
stakeholders who will come to the restaurant. I am 
impressed by the students’ interpretations of the 
theme ‘The View’, which suits the facilities amazingly.”

The View restaurant gives all Catering and Hospitality 
students the opportunity to experience real work in 
a restaurant through cooking varied bistro and fine 
dining menus. Once the restaurant is fully operational, 
it will offer seating for up to 100 customers.

Art students reveal mural in 
College training restaurant
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RuTC Celebrates National 
Apprenticeship Week 2021
In February, we celebrated the annual National 
Apprenticeship Week to highlight the amazing 
work done by apprentices and employers across 
the country. Our Apprenticeships Team introduced 
themselves via video, showing how they can support 
individuals and companies in the recruitment 
process. The team also hosted a virtual information 
session for anyone interested in apprenticeships, 
giving information on the apprenticeships on offer 
at RuTC and tips on how to start one successfully. 
This was followed by an open Q&A session. Together 
with the College’s Student Services Team, current 
apprentices were also offered support and mental 
health and wellbeing sessions. Apprentices had the 
opportunity to use RuTC’s online CPD material, which 
included communication skills and time management 
courses as well as wellbeing, mindfulness and stress 
awareness.

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

Gaining 
employment in 
the Civil Service

In October 2020, we launched 
a pre-employment course 
arranged through the Job 
Centre Plus (JCP) giving the 
opportunity to gain employment in the Civil Service. 
We are pleased that students have now successfully 
joined the Civil Service as Job Coaches. One of 
them is Gabriella, who said, “The programme was 
invaluable for the preparation and understanding of 
the application process. I’d recommend the course to 
anyone who wants to learn about and gain entry into 
the Civil Service.”

Former RuTC Catering student, Sherwin Mauro, met 
virtually with the College’s current Catering students 
and staff to talk about her time at college and 
her career afterwards, including her experience of 
working in Michelin star restaurants.

Sherwin began studying Catering Level 1 at RuTC 
in 2014 and progressed to Level 2 and 3. During her 
college years, she had the chance to work at a top 
French restaurant, Le Vacherin, in Chiswick which led 
to her being given the opportunity to work at the 
BAFTAs (British Academy of Film and Television Arts). 
Other employment included working with Michelin 
star chefs at top restaurants. At former Michelin star 
fine dining restaurant, Galvin at Windows, located 
on the top floor at Hilton Park Lane, Sherwin started 
work as commis, working her way up to kitchen 
manager.

When talking to the Catering students, Sherwin 
answered students’ questions about job applications 
and interviews. She recommended to talk to the 
chef in any restaurant where they liked the food and 
would love to work. She said, “Tell them what your 
goals are, show them your skills and what experience 
you have. Even if you don’t have much work 
experience yet, volunteer in kitchens and show them 
your passion.”

Sherwin also outlined the most important aspects 
when working in the catering industry. The work 
involves many long hours and it can be intimidating 
in the beginning of your career. However, Sherwin’s 
passion for cooking and the confidence she gained 
from her time and skills she learned at RuTC brought 
her to where she is today.

She added, “I cannot express how grateful I am to 
Richmond upon Thames College and the support of 
all teachers.”

Former student gives insight 
into her Catering career
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Together with staff, students and alumni we 
celebrated International Women’s Day 2021 on 8 
March. The College’s Student Services Team created 
a collage, titled ‘My Whole Self’, featuring photos 
of female members of staff with descriptive words 
that highlighted aspects of their identity. In addition, 
three of the College’s alumni hosted a virtual talk 
for students, sharing their College experiences and 
how women have become successful in their male 
dominated industries, such as construction.

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

Roehampton signs partnership 
with RuTC
In February, The University of Roehampton and 
Richmond upon Thames College (RuTC) announced 
an exciting new partnership which will develop 
new routes to higher education for students in the 
College, with an initial focus on the performing arts. 
The partnership will see other activities, including 
curriculum development and student placement 
opportunities, develop between the two institutions.

The partnership will have a particular focus on 
establishing formal progression pathways for students 
studying a range of arts subjects at RuTC to higher 
education through top-up degrees. These include:
• Performing Arts
• Computing
• Digital Media
• Media and Communications

Students at RuTC will benefit from Roehampton’s 
Schools and Colleges Engagement programme to 
support their education and career development. This 
will include subject talks with Roehampton academics, 
workshops and personal statement support.

There are also plans to provide continuing professional 
development to staff at RuTC through the University’s 
School of Education. The partnership will also open 
opportunities to explore the shared use of facilities 
at the College and University and facilitate skills 
development to support local employers.

Marc Dodi, Head of the School of Creative Industries 
at RuTC, said: “After a year like no other for the Arts, 
staff are ecstatic to be partnering with Roehampton to 
ensure education and training for the Arts continues to 
grow during this turbulent period. I am looking forward 
to developing fresh, new and exciting opportunities 
with the University of Roehampton to enable future 
careers for our students in a vibrant industry sector.”

Celebrating International 
Women’s Day 2021

Work experience and 
workshops for Law students
In the first months of 2021, Law A Level students were 
offered valuable work opportunities. They heard 
from practising barrister, Linda Appiah, who has been 
working in the field for over 20 years. She explained 
to students the differences between barristers and 
solicitors, talked about her biggest challenges as well 
as all the things that she likes most about her work. 
Law teacher, Aikohi Aire, also organised a virtual 
Supreme Court tour for her students, a talk with a 
judge and two weeks of virtual work experience.
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Isabella (Bella) Brown, A Level 
student, is a rising star in the 
weightlifting world and on 

track to one day compete at the Commonwealth 
Games and Olympics.

From a young age, Bella was a gymnast and competed 
nationally and internationally. After ten years, 
she decided to move over to CrossFit. Her coach 
recommended to practise Olympic weightlifting 
alongside to better her performance, however after 
six months, Bella decided to shift to weightlifting full 
time. At her first competition in September 2019, she 
immediately broke British records, such as Snatch, 
Clean & Jerk and Total.

Since then, Bella has competed at various other 
competitions all around the country, continuing 
breaking records. She is also a British Champion and 
top ranked U17 female regardless of weight class. Bella 
has some exciting opportunities coming up this year, 
including competitions in Singapore and Uzbekistan. 
Bella says, “Moving onto the next few years, I hope 
to attend multiple international competitions, 
Commonwealth Games and the Olympics.”

Currently, Bella is training and competing with 
the team from Brunel University, which British 
Weightlifting put her in touch with. About her choice 
to study A Levels English Literature, History and 
Politics at RuTC, Bella says, “I am not very interested 
in sports generally, so I am setting myself up for a 
career unrelated to my sport. I feel this will make 
my performance in the sport as well as my career 
better as I can fully focus on either work or training. 
Weightlifting isn’t a lifelong career, so I wanted 
something completely unrelated when I would leave 
the sport one day.”

Helen Upfield, Head of Sixth Form at RuTC, says, 
“We have all been really impressed with the way in 
which Bella has manged to balance first year study of 
academic A Levels with her training and commitment 
to her sport. In class, she is always punctual, well 
organised and enthusiastic as well as being very 
modest about her ‘other life’ weightlifting. We wish 
her all the best in her competitions.”
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16 year old 
A Level 
student breaks 
weightlifting 
records

BAFTA Head Chef joins Catering 
students for Q&A

Head Chef of BAFTA Piccadilly, Anton Manganaro, 
visited our Catering students for a Q&A session. 
The British Academy of Film and Television Arts 
(BAFTA) is a world-leading arts charity, hosting award 
ceremonies throughout the year. Anton joined BAFTA 
Piccadilly in 2006, around the time when he met 
James Unwin, RuTC Head of School for Business and 
Service Industries, and Neal Hook, Catering teacher.

James Unwin said, “Anton has worked with RuTC 
since 2012 and has provided hundreds of students 
with opportunities to develop their skills in the 
catering and hospitality industry. Due to Covid, 
students have been unable to participate in work 
placements, however, Anton has continually provided 
support to all our students. The Q&A session gave 
students the opportunity to ask Anton about his 
personal experiences in the industry and what makes 
a successful chef. Anton spoke openly about his 
personal challenges and goals, particularly around the 
impact of Covid. This enabled students to understand 
the challenges they currently face but also provided 
encouragement to use this time to continually 
develop their skills, confidence and aspirations.”

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?

Browse our courses and apply online for September 
2021, simply visit www.rutc.ac.uk/courses.

Or visit one of our Virtual Open Events, register at 
www.rutc.ac.uk/openevents.

Apply Online!


