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Message from our College Leadership Team
Richmond upon Thames College (RuTC) is a vibrant, diverse and friendly community. We are a careers college 
where you can choose from 100+ courses and our staff supports all students to achieve their ambitions. Our brand 
new state of the art campus has a range of outstanding facilities which will ensure our students have the skills, 
knowledge and experience to progress. We offer our students many enrichment opportunities, including college 
trips, cultural experiences and a range of sports activities.

This term saw many changes in the usual ways of working and studying and we are incredibly proud of our 
students’ and staff’s successes and achievements with adaptation to blended teaching and learning. In this edition 
of our termly Celebrate newsletter, you can read about the 
wonderful and inspiring stories of what students and staff 
achieved.

We wish everyone a safe, happy and healthy festive period 
and all the best for 2021.

www.rutc.ac.uk

Winner of annual 
Christmas Animation 
competition

More inside

Each year, Media students design Christmas 
animations which are posted on social 
media and sent out to all staff, students 
and external stakeholders to wish everyone 
Happy Holidays. .

This year, Music students supported the 
animations of the Media students by composing music for them.

The winning animation was produced by Rayyan Baqi, one of 
our talented Level 3 Creative Media students, and the music was 
composed by Jack Elkin, Level 3 Music Performance and Production 
student, giving the animation a festive voice. Head over to our website 
www.rutc.ac.uk/news to see and listen to the animation.

We hope this Christmas Card will give you a calm and peaceful holiday 
feeling after this turbulent year. 

Have a wonderful break and we’ll see you in 2021! 
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Theatre reinvented - Acting 
students take audience on 
immersive tours
In November, Performing and Production Arts Acting 
Level 2 and Level 3 students hosted a different kind of 
performance for RuTC staff and students, performing 
two adaptations of the fairy tale ‘Hansel and Gretel’ 
through immersive tours, taking two members of 
audience at a time around parks, woods and streets 
around the college. 

Due to Government guidelines, the way of working 
for many, including Performing Arts students, changed 
a lot, but through this immersive outdoor show, 
performances could still take place.

Levi Liston, Performing and Production Arts Level 3 
student, said, “For me, and I think for the whole class, 
the show was very enjoyable and it was a pleasure to 
immerse an audience into a performance, to take their 
minds off the stresses of life in such turbulent times. It 
was very different from any ordinary performance and 
it was a challenge, but it was very enjoyable.”

Hasti Rezvan, A Level student at RuTC, who was a 
member of the audience, said, “It was really good! 

The quality of acting was great and I really liked the 
audience interaction.”

Jane Swift, Performing Arts teacher, said, “Planning 
and executing a show in the current times is a 
challenge but we really wanted to give our students 
the opportunity to show their skills to an audience, 
so we planned this immersive outdoor performance. 
This was the first project students worked on this year 
and it was an incredible learning curve. They all had 
different jobs, from scriptwriting to editing, designing, 
marketing and creating risk assessments. We’re happy 
with the outcome and that we could give a number of 
staff and students the opportunity to see the show.”

Graphic Students create vinyl 
covers with Eel Pie Records

Our Level 4 HNC Graphic Design students have been 
working together with Eel Pie Records this term to 
produce some amazing vinyl covers for Cuban music 
compilations.

Earlier in the term, the students went to see Eel Pie 
Records who make their own vinyls and compilations, 
to discuss specifications of the covers to to get a 
brief from them for the project.

We’ll keep you updated on the process next year!

IT students experience world of 
work over half term

During Autumn half term, IT students were busy in 
the new college building as they carried out work 
experience and set up various computer rooms. 
First and second year IT Level 3 students supported 
the IT Support team in moving, re-cabling and tying 
in computers. Anna O’Flaherty, Assistant Head of 
School for STEM, said, “The students’ work included 
organisation and team working skills. All skills gained 
contribute not only to their course but also give 
them a good insight into their future work life.”

For A Level students, this year saw unprecedented 
circumstances due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
However, at RuTC we celebrated a 99% pass rate 
across 16 A Level subjects, with 68% of students 
gaining A*-C grades.

For Suraiya Haque, the unknown on A Level results 
day was immense as she wasn’t sure her grades 
would be high enough for her first university choice. 
However, Suraiya’s A and B grades in Sociology 
and Politics A Levels and D* in Applied Business 
(A Level equivalent), secured her dream place at 
SOAS University of London, where she now studies 
International Relations and Development Studies.

Suraiya studied A Levels at her local sixth form 
for one year before deciding this wasn’t the right 
environment for her. When she came to an Open 
Event at RuTC, she immediately felt that teachers 
would support her in getting to where she wanted to 
be in her life and career. Even though the commute 
initially made her anxious, she quickly got used to it 
and knew that RuTC was the right choice for her.

After having successfully studied at RuTC for two 
years, Suraiya says, “The support I received at 
Richmond upon Thames College is unmatched, there 
is no word in my vocabulary to say how helpful 
all staff and teachers are. They check in on every 
student without us having to say anything. My 
teachers, Helen Upfield, Kasim Agpak and Dave Salt, 
were just a dream team.”

For her future, Suraiya has high aspirations, as she 
would like to work for the UN. She says, “From a 
young age I always asked why things are the way 
they are and how can we change and improve them.” 
Suraiya’s teachers are confident that she will have a 
successful career in whatever she does and everyone 
at RuTC wishes her all the best for her future.

A Level success story - Suraiya 
Haque, secures her future

#HelloYellow - Supporting 
World Mental Health Day
On 9 October, our staff and students wore yellow to 
raise awareness for mental health and to show young 
people that they are not alone with their mental 
health.

We hosted activities throughout the entire day, 
ranging from a yellow themed bake sale organised 
by Supported Learning students, who also painted 
positive yellow flower pictures, to uplifting live music 
in the atrium, played by students on our grand piano. 
We also shared a playlist with staff and students, 
created to support mental health, and the college’s 
Learning Centre had a variety of books to offer, 
focusing on mental health.

Through these activities, RuTC raised £176.44 for 
Young Minds, a children and young people’s mental 
health charity. Young Minds ensure that all young 
people get the best possible mental health support 
to overcome any challenge.

Pre-Employment 
Course with JCP
This term, we launched a 
pre-employment course 
arranged through the Job 
Centre Plus (JCP), giving 
the opportunity to gain 
employment in the Civil 
Service. The free programme is a two week intensive 
nationally accredited course. A total of 50 students 
have completed it so far and feedback has been 
unanimously positive, comments include “the whole 
team have been so patient and helpful, especially in 
the minefield of applying, which gives confidence.”
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Art and Design students display 
work in new art gallery
In October, our Art and Design (Pre BA) Level 4 
Foundation Diploma students exhibited the work 
they produced in the first couple of months of their 
course.

The exhibition’s theme ‘Cut Loose’ offered students 
the opportunity to move away from their traditional 
ways of working and gain confidence in trying 
something new. The exhibition took place in the 
new college building’s art gallery on the top floor. In 
addition to displaying students’ artwork, the space 
can also be used by local artists and photographers.

Caroline King, RuTC Art and Design teacher, said, 
“The Cut Loose exhibition showcases the foundation 
students’ creativity from the first 6 weeks of their 
course. They developed personal themes and 
agendas to inspire their work and ‘worked outside the 
box’ with their approaches.”

Dance students produce three 
short films
Instead of hosting our annual Christmas Dance Show, 
Dance students filmed three amazing short films, 
which will be shared online just before Christmas.
For this, students filmed a jazz and tap choreography 
called ‘A Night at the Movies’, featuring songs like 
‘Singin’ in the Rain’ and ‘Another Day of Sun’. Another 
film explores the themes of borders, refugees and 
immigration through a series contemporary dance 
solos, duets and trios. The third film, ‘A Very Modern 
Ballet’, goes from traditional ballet to modern and 
acrobatic styles and very own TikTok dances.

Supported Learning students 
celebrate Halloween
Supported Learning students celebrated Halloween 
by preparing and serving a Halloween inspired menu 
at the college’s Apple Tree Café including ‘pumpkin 
cupcakes’ and ‘ghouly sweets’. The café offers lunch 
Mondays to Thursdays for the college community.

Mitsu Butler, Supported Learning teacher, said, 
“Working in the Apple Tree Café gives our students 
real work experience. The students work together as 
a team as they prepare and cook delicious food and 
enjoyed taking part in planning this special Halloween 
themed event for the café.”
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This year, our A Level students took part again in 
the Debating Matters competition for the first time 
ever virtually. In two rounds in November, students 
debated the topics “humanity should fear advances in 
artificial intelligence” and “unhealthy lifestyles are not 
the business of government”. Our students debated 
brilliantly, and even though they did not move on to 
the next round, they found the experience great.

Kai Broadbent, who debated the topic of artificial 
intelligence, said, “At first, I was really nervous as I had 
never done anything like this before. However, I knew 
that I needed to push forward and do it as it would 
help me become more confident in public speaking, 
since I want to become a lawyer. As the debate went 
on, I got really into it and enjoyed taking part as well 
as preparing all my notes for it. Then, when it came to 
the second debate, I found it exciting to watch and I 
felt like I wanted to take part more. The experience is 
great and I would definitely do it again.”

Classmate Cindy Igeme added, “My experience with 
the Debating Matters competition was exciting to say 
the least, as my first time debating, taking it head-on 
was an amazing decision. I learned in the moment and 
got amazing feedback from a variety of judges.”

Nia Videnova, who debated governments 
involvement in unhealthy lifestyles, said, “Debating 
Matters is a great experience for every student 
willing to learn, apply their knowledge and gain a lot 
of experience. Although this year the debate took 
place online and, I would say, made it a lot easier for 
the participants as they didn’t have to talk in front 
of a public, I really enjoyed it. Although this time our 
college didn’t win, I am very happy with my team 
performance, mainly because most of us hadn’t 
debated before but did our best. I would recommend 
the Debating Club to every student in our college.”

Virtual Supreme 
Court visit
A Level Politics students 
went on a virtual tour of the 
Supreme Court in December. 
Azza Sadiq, A Level student, 
said, “I enjoyed the tour 
and found it extremely 
resourceful. We were told about the background of 
the Supreme Court and saw each courtroom. We 
were provided with opportunities to interact and 
take part in discussions about some controversial 
yet intriguing cases, debating the many different 
interpretations of a case and concluding the ruling 
we would issue. I was continuously taking new and 
fascinating information.”

A Level students compete in 
virtual Debating Matters

Music students go live online 
for Winter Music Concert
Music students hosted their annual Winter Music 
Concert in November, for the first time ever live online 
on Facebook. As safety guidelines are challenging the 
usual ways of performances, Music students and staff 
came up with an alternative that made the concert 
available to a wider audience, who could enjoy it from 
the comfort of their own home.

Every year, students choose a charity to which 
the proceedings of the concert go to. This year’s 
choice was Dementia UK. Throughout the concert, 
informational clips of the charity were included to 
highlight the amazing work they do. As the concert 
was available to watch for free, an online donation 
page was set up. Not even halfway through the 
concert, the target was reached and by the end, the 
audience donated the incredible amount of £405.

Dementia UK commented, “This will make such a 
difference. All the money raised will help our dementia 
specialist nurses be a lifeline to families who are 
struggling with the relentless pressures of caring for a 
loved one with dementia. Thank you so much.”

For the Music students, this was a completely new 
way of showing their skills. Although feedback 
from an energetic in person audience was missing, 
viewers commented throughout the entire concert. 
Comments ranged from “an amazing performance” to 
“that was epic”, “some serious talent here”, “massive 
respect for the sound team, too” and much more. 

Peter Garvey, Performing Arts Lecturer at RuTC, said, 
“Students’ reactions to this online concert and what 
it did to their nerves was very different, but they all 
did brilliantly. The concert opened up the possibility 
to be watched by so many people, I even heard from 
former Music students and staff that they watched 
and enjoyed it.”
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From 19 to 23 October, 
we celebrated the annual 
Colleges Week, organised by 
the Association of Colleges 
(AoC) to highlight the 
brilliant things colleges do. 

We celebrated our students, staff and college on 
social media and hosted two Virtual Open Events for 
prospective students. In addition, we shared details 
about our new robotics course and released a video, 
offering a sneak peek into our future STEM Centre, 
the construction of which will start in Spring 2021. 
We also showcased our industry standard specialist 
facilities and gave an insight into our newly launched 
pre-employment course. 

Elaine McMahon, Principal at RuTC, said, “Our aim 
is to ensure that all our students, regardless of age, 
background and circumstances are properly equipped 
with the skills they need to achieve their ambitions 
in work and in life. This is more important than ever 
as colleges are there for people to improve their 
employment opportunities by gaining new skills and 
qualifications or retraining for a new job in a fast-
changing job market.”
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Commemorating Armistice 
Day with planting poppies and 
remembering loved ones

On Wednesday 11 November, our staff and students 
commemorated Armistice Day. Supported Learning 
students planted poppies in the college garden, 
which will bloom in the Spring, while the college 
community contributed to a board in the college’s 
atrium, adding tributes to remember a loved one.

At RuTC, staff and students held 2 minutes of 
silence in the atrium of the new college building and 
Supported Learning students added a new addition 
to their garden by planting poppies which will 
bloom in Spring 2021. The red flowers grew on the 
battlefields of World War One and are a humble and 
poignant symbol of both Remembrance and hope for 
a peaceful future. 

In cooking classes, students took the poppy theme 
as inspiration to bake lemon poppy seed cake 
and focaccia, topped with poppies made out of 
vegetables. Students and staff also contributed 
to a tribute display board thanking fallen heroes, 
remembering relatives and thinking of family 
members they never got to meet.

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?

You can browse our courses on our website and apply 
online for your course in September 2021! 

Simply visit www.rutc.ac.uk/courses.

Apply Online!
Supporting Christmas Jumper 
Day 2020

To support Save The Children, students and staff 
wore their Christmas Jumpers on Friday 11 December. 
Everyone enjoyed the carol singing, including solo 
performances from Music students, and a bake 
sale contributed to raising money for the charity in 
addition to online donations. Students and staff that 
were not onsite could even join via a live stream.

RuTC celebrates 
Colleges Week 
2020


