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Message from our College Leadership Team
Richmond upon Thames College (RuTC) is a vibrant, diverse and friendly community. We are a careers college 
where you can choose from 100+ courses and our staff supports all students to achieve their ambitions. Our 
new state of the art campus has a range of outstanding facilities which will ensure our students have the skills, 
knowledge and experience to progress. 

We offer our students many enrichment opportunities, including college trips, cultural experiences and a 
range of sports activities. 

The spring term has been a busy one and we are proud of the successes and achievement of our students and 
staff over the past few months. 

In this edition of our termly Celebrate newsletter, you can 
read about the wonderful and inspiring stories of what 
students and staff achieved.

We wish everyone a safe and happy Summer break.

www.rutc.ac.uk

Acting student 
shortlisted by National 
Theatre in playwright 
competition

More inside

Level 3 acting student, Loresa Leka was 
one of 8 playwriters shortlisted out of 400 
UK-wide entries for the National Theatre’s 
‘New Views’ youth competition 2022. 
 
Her play, ‘Teapot Troubles’ is based on 
authentic experiences and stories passed down through Loresa’s 
family, experienced during the 98-99 Kosovan war.  

Teapot Troubles received a professional rehearsed reading in the 
Clore Learning Centre at the National Theatre in July 2022.  

Jane Swift was overjoyed at Loresa’s accomplishment, remarking,
“It’s vital we teach our students about past conflicts such as these, 
that peacekeeping is a blessing we cannot take for granted.”  

To read more, click here. 
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Fine Art students create 
inspired artwork for campus 
building
In April, paintings created by Level 3 Art and Design 
students were displayed in the Richmond Building. 
The students were commissioned to create pieces 
that reflected the College’s core values of Trust, 
Excellence and Integrity. 

Students explored different activities to generate 
imagery such as admiring the 360-degree view from 
‘The View.’

To read more, click here

Supported Learning students 
perform Makaton Concert for 
parents
At the end of the Summer term, Supported Learning 
students put on a Makaton Concert for their friends 
and parents to exhibit and celebrate all they had 
learned during that term.  

The students, performed a selection of songs they 
had been rehearsing including, Roar by Katy Perry, 
One Call Away by Charlie Puth and more. 

Makaton is a visual way to develop communication 
skills. 

Dance Students take to the 
streets at The Great Exhibition 
Road Festival
In June, first and second-year Dance students, took 
part in The Great Exhibition Road Festival Star Cells 
dance performance in London, alongside fellow 
dance students from Rambert School. 

Star Cells is a flashmob performance project, 
inspired by the neurophysiology research taking 
place at Manchester Metropolitan University and 
Imperial College, London. 

Alongside the flashmob performance, RuTC students 
performed a commercial group dance to a remix of 
Destiny Child’s ‘Jumpin Jumpin.’ 

The performances were created by choreographer, 
Jeffrey Felicismo who had been engaged in a series of 
4-hour intensive workshops with the RuTC students 
before the performance. 

The choreography used within the performances was 

carefully composed to inform and illustrate how the 
body moves and reacts with a neurological disease. 

The performances convey the impact of 
neuromuscular diseases in an artistic visual medium, 
which helps to raise awareness for these conditions. 
Claire Guntrip, RuTC Ballet teacher was astounded 
by both Festival performances, remarking, 

“The students had a fantastic time exploring the 
stimulus and working with the inspirational Jeffrey. 

To read more, click here

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1817-fine-art-students-create-inspired-artwork-for-campus-building.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1839-dance-students-take-to-the-streets-at-the-great-exhibition-road-festival.html
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Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

A Level student Bella Brown 
reaches 6th place at World 
Junior Championships
In May, A Level student Bella Brown won 6th place 
at the IWF (International Weightlifting Foundation) 
World Junior Championships, in Athens, Greece 
taking part in the Womens 76kg category.

Bella smashed the U20 British records for her 
snatch, clean & jerk lift total.

Bella was ecstatic to have done so well in the 
championships, explaining “The next international 
competition will be the Junior European 
Championship, where I will be looking to take home 
a medal. “I did not expect the result I achieved in 
Greece, but I am so proud of how I managed to 
push myself up the leader board.”

Team GB declared Bella as top-ranked finisher of 
the team.

To read more, click here

Art Exhibition 
wows visitors
Level 1 Art, Design and 
Media students wowed 
visitors to their exhibition. 

This was based on the 
themes of ‘Nature, Portrait 
and Underwater.’ 

Students made ceramic underwater creatures and 
plants, natural landscape interpretations as well as 
abstract and realist portraits. 

To read more, click here  

On 10 June, groups of students from the Dance, 
Music, Travel and Tourism and Catering and 
Hospitality departments took part in the York 
House Society’s Centenary Celebration. 

The Centenary Celebration was to commemorate 
100 years of the York House Society and its 
achievements during that time in the London 
Borough of Richmond upon Thames. 

It took place in Clarendon Hall at York House and 
featured a variety of performances from Dance and 
Music students, including two piano solos and an 
Irish fiddle recital. 

The dancers performed three individual dances, 
each complete with matching outfits and music 
from numerous genres including classical, pop and 
jazz. 

Travel and Tourism students welcomed guests to 
the hall and took them on guided tours of York 
House. 

Alongside the Travel and Tourism students, Catering 
teacher Neal Hook and his students, provided 
cold and hot drinks, as well as savoury and dessert 
canapés to the guests. 

Dance teacher, Hannah Booth helped organise 
students’ involvement in the celebration saying,

“The Centenary Celebration at York House was an 
amazing opportunity to showcase how brilliant our 
students are.
 
To read more, click here 

RuTC collaborates with York 
House Society for Centenary 
Celebration

https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1823-rutc-student-bella-brown-reaches-6th-place-at-world-junior-championships.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1815-%E2%80%98nature,-portrait-and-underwater%E2%80%99-art-exhibition-wows-rutc-visitors.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1835-rutc-collaborates-with-york-house-society-for-centenary-celebration.html
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Richmond upon Thames 
College celebrates Pride Month 
2022
The month of June is globally considered to be 
Pride Month, a month in which we celebrate and 
commemorate all lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and queer people as well as their history, culture 
and contributions they have made to society. 

Each week in June, students discussed a Pride 
related topic in their morning tutorials, which 
encouraged students to engage in important 
discussions in a safe and supportive environment. 

Rachel Scarborough, Director of Student Services at 
RuTC is happy to celebrate the month-long event, 
explaining,
“As proud allies, we encourage everyone to educate 
themselves on issues facing LGBTQ+ people today.”

To read more, click here 

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

Jack Petchey 
reward takes 
Plumbing 
students to ZSL
In June, Level 2 Plumbing 
student, Harry Powell, 
winner of the monthly Jack 
Petchey award used his 
cash reward of £300 to take himself and two of his 
classmates, Christian Keers and Daniel Hinds to 
Zoological Society of London (ZSL). 

The boys had a brilliant time and will remember the 
experience for life. 

To read more, click here

In May, Art and Design Level 2 students were 
commissioned by Oxfam Education and 
Glastonbury Festival to create a banner for both 
organisation’s annual campaign art project. 

In early June, the students finalised and posted the 
vast art project they had been working on over 
the past few weeks, to Glastonbury and during the 
weekend of 23-26 June, the banners were unveiled 
at the world-renowned festival. 

This year’s campaign theme was “Climate Justice” 
and RuTC students’ artwork depicted the globe in 
chains, surrounded by a sea of flames, a mosaic of 
coloured patches alongside Oxfam and RuTC’s logo. 

Altogether, the Art and Design students spent over 
twelve hours researching the theme, planning and 
delivering the artwork on a large hessian panel 
measuring 3.5 meters by 2 meters. 

This piece of artwork and the similar ones received 
from other participating schools and colleges across 
the country were displayed in public-facing areas at 
the festival venue.

Toby Rye, Art teacher, is hugely proud of the 
dedication and creative flair shown on this project, 
explaining, 

“This work experience project has been extremely 
beneficial for all the students involved. 

“Having to work for a client to a strict brief and 
deadline was a first-time experience for some of 
them, but this is the reality of the world of work.” 

To read more, click here

RuTC collaborates with Oxfam 
Education and Glastonbury 
Festival for Art Banner

https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1838-rutc-celebrate-pride-month-2022.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1840-jack-petchey-reward-takes-plumbing-students-to-london-zoo.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1837-rutc-collaborates-with-oxfam-education-and-glastonbury-festival-for-art-banner.html
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In July, Ruth Ann Otaruoh, won 6th place in the 
Triple Jump competition at the Track and Field 
Championships.  
 
Ruth is currently ranked 5th in the UK Women’s 
U20’s Triple Jump category.  
Ruth says “I train 4-5 times a week with some of the 
countries top athletes, which pushes me to become 
a better athlete.”  

To read more, click here

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

Sightlines to Careers: Preparing 
for the World of Work
During May, students had various opportunities to 
meet with employers from different walks of life.

Simon Westgarth, CEO of the Richmond Furniture 
Scheme – a charity committed to recycling – met 
with Business Level 2 students and delved into the 
attitude necessary to work effectively in the Third 
Sector. 

Alfredo Frassoni from ITA Airways met with Travel 
and Tourism students to talk about his career 
spanning over three decades with Alitalia. 
He conducted a masterclass with the Level 3 
students to inform them on the dynamics of the 
sector which has been hugely affected by the 
pandemic.

Following this, Thorpe Park Resorts, a favourite 
destination for thrill seekers and young people, 
interacted with various students by holding a 
recruitment drive for interested students.

This was an extremely popular event with 50 
students enquiring about the opportunities on offer.

Lastly, a handful of aspiring journalists interacted 
with former BBC journalist Barnie Choudhury. 

Work experience coordinator Tirthankar 
Bandypadhyay remarked, 

“Employer engagement is an important way for the 
learners to recalibrate their employability skills and 
reinvigorate themselves to be work-ready for the 
post-covid world.” 

To read more, click here. 

Biomedical student Ruth 
Otaruoh takes 6th place at ESAA 
Championship

RuTC celebrates HRH Queen 
Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee
In June, we celebrated the Platinum Jubilee, 
commemorating the 70th anniversary of Queen 
Elizabeth II reign of Great Britain. 

The College’s Student Services team organised a 
fantastic event for students and staff which included 
music and activities, a local ice cream van and a 
number of stalls promoting local organisations and 
charities, including, METRO, Heatham House, MIND 
and more.  

To read more, click here

https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1843-richmond-college-biomedical-student-takes-6th-place-at-esaa-english-schools-athletic-association-championship-track-and-field-competition.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1824-sightlines-to-careers-preparing-for-the-world-of-work-may-update.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1833-rutc-celebrates-hrh-queen-elizabeth-ii-platinum-jubilee.html
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For the end of the term, 
RuTC HNC and HND Graphic 

Design students, were given sustainability as the 
theme of their respective final major projects. 

The students were given free rein with this project 
and turned this globally crucial theme into two 
exciting website projects. 

The HNC students titled their project ‘Green 
Ldn’ and the HND students, named their project 
‘Evergreen trail.’ 

The students are passionate about educating and 
encouraging others about the beauty and feasibility 
of sustainable living and banded together to use 
their graphic design and craft skills. 

Green LDN was designed with pastel and ice cream 
colours to bring a sense of fun and show that 
sustainable living can be an enjoyable way of living. 

The EverGreen Trail project is on display in Orleans 
Gallery Twickenham and is a walkable adventure 
around the gallery’s courtyard displaying hand-
made ceramic animals – each with a QR code with 
information on where the animal can be found, 
what they eat and other information. 

Tim Pond, Architecture and Graphic Design teacher 
at RuTC explains, “Living sustainably means we can 
live and flourish without depleting more natural 
resources. 

“Particularly in the case of the HNC project 
by reusing and reimaging the things we have 
already made. By increasing awareness, art and 
design practices can significantly contribute to 
sustainability. 

“It is also important to think about how 
sustainability concerns affect our own practice.”

To read more, click here 
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HNC/ HND 
students launch 
innovative 
sustainability 
projects in 
Twickenham

Celebrating end of term with 
Staff Wellbeing Day
To celebrate the end of the academic year, all 
Richmond upon Thames College (RuTC) staff were 
invited to a take part in the Staff Wellbeing Fair.  

The Fair was followed up by a Staff Awards 
celebration and finished off with the End of Year 
Party.  

The Staff Wellbeing Fair included an array of 
activities, including massages, a quiz walk challenge, 
health related talks, mental health discussions 
and sports tasters, as well as stalls from Nuffield 
Health Gym, Virgin Active, Cycle Solutions, MIND 
Richmond and more.  

James Unwin, Culinary Arts teacher at RuTC 
contributed to the End of Year Party by providing 
vegetarian burgers, sausage rolls, samosas , 
prosecco and juice as well as providing healthy 
snacks and fresh fruit earlier in the day. 

The fair was a great success with many staff 
members taking part and enjoying the collection of 
activities.  

To read more, click here 

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?

Browse our courses and apply online for September 
2022 or simply visit www.rutc.ac.uk/courses.

Alternatively, visit us at one of our Open Events, 
register at www.rutc.ac.uk/openevents.

Apply Online!

https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1842-richmond-rutc-students-launch-innovative-sustainability-projects-in-twickenham.html

