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Message from our College Leadership Team
Richmond upon Thames College (RuTC) is a vibrant, diverse and friendly community. We are a careers college 
where you can choose from 100+ courses and our staff support all students to achieve their ambitions. Our 
state of the art campus has a range of outstanding facilities which will ensure our students have the skills, 
knowledge and experience to progress. 

We offer our students many enrichment opportunities, including college trips, cultural experiences and a 
range of sports activities. 

The winter term has been a busy one and we are proud of the successes and achievements of our students and 
staff over the past few months. 

In this edition of our termly Celebrate newsletter, you can 
read about the wonderful and inspiring stories of what 
students and staff achieved.

We wish everyone a safe and happy winter break.

www.rutc.ac.uk

‘Who I Am Life’ Japanese 
documentary series 
follows Richmond upon 
Thames College students 

More inside

During October RuTC alumnus student, 
Michael Howell, and current music 
student, Okan Kosanoglu, were filmed 
for a documentary called ‘Who I Am Life’ 
looking at Michael’s life and career.  

Michael studied Performing Arts Level 3 at Richmond upon Thames 
College (RuTC) and during his time at college, featured in an extensive 
article on the BBC website which can be read here.

Michael has high functioning autism and is an incredibly talented 
musician. He is delighted to have a documentary dedicated to his life 
saying, “This documentary has given me the opportunity to show 
to the world who I am, as a person and musician. I hope to inspire 
others, being a black autistic classical composer and musician.”   

To read more, click here 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-43307442
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1887-%E2%80%98who-i-am-life%E2%80%99-japanese-documentary-series-to-follow-richmond-upon-thames-college-students.html
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RuTC and Me: Alex and Fred 
One student who has particularly benefited from 
interacting with college therapy animal Fred, was Alex 
Johnson.  
  
Alex immediately bonded with Fred and with his help, 
Alex’s attendance and grades improved.  

Alex looks back at their time at college fondly, saying, 
“I really would not be where I am now and wouldn’t 
feel as hopeful for the future without the support I 
received from Fred and the Student Services team. ”

To read more, click here

Government and Politics students 
visit the Houses of Parliament
In October, Government and Politics students visited 
the Houses of Parliament. Students were able to 
visualise what they have been learning about in their 
course, contextualising their understanding of the 
Government.   

Student, Alice Mockett enjoyed the trip, explaining,
“I had the opportunity to stand where the Prime 
Minister does, facing my friend who stood where 
the opposition does. It was not something you 
experience every day!”  

To read more, click here 

Learning manager and Oval 
Invincibles team wins Women’s 
Lord’s Hundred cricket tournament
Richmond upon Thames College’s Teaching and 
Learning Manager, Kirstie White, alongside the rest 
of the Oval Invincibles team, won the women’s ‘The 
Hundred’ championship on Saturday 3 September. 

The match took place at the famous Lord’s cricket 
ground in London.  

The Oval Invincibles won the championship title for 
the second year in a row, beating the Southern Brave 
ladies by five wickets in a repeat of last year’s final 
match. 

Kirstie was both overjoyed and proud of her 
experience of the championship and with the Oval 
Invincibles, for winning their second Hundred in a row.  

Kirstie explains, “Playing in The Hundred has been a 
phenomenal experience.

“It has been really amazing to see how much the 
women’s game has grown, especially winning the 
competition in front of 20,000 people at Lord’s. 

“August was a month of hard graft, intense training 
and coach journeys, but alongside this I made some 
seriously good memories with an amazing group of 
girls. 

“Playing against and alongside some of the best 
players in world of cricket will be an experience I will 
never forget.”  

To read more, click here

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1853-rutc-and-me-alex-and-fred.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1870-government-and-politics-students-visit-the-houses-of-parliament.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1845-richmond-upon-thames-college-manager-and-oval-invincibles-team-wins-women%E2%80%99s-lord%E2%80%99s-hundred-cricket-tournament.html
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Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

RuTC wins ‘Best Training 
Provider’ at ECITB Awards 
In October, RuTC won ‘Best Training Provider’ at the 
ECITB (Engineering, Construction Industry Training 
Board) Awards 2022.   

The College was recognised for being an exceptional 
ECITB approved training provider, with a proven 
track record in delivering high quality training and 
assessment, creating a positive impact with learners 
and employers.   

Sheila Fraser-Whyte, Executive Director of Business 
Development and Innovation at RuTC was delighted 
to accept the award saying “Winning this award 
is an absolute privilege for our Engineering and 
Construction team.

“We know we provide the highest quality level of 
training, but feel extremely honoured to have won 
the award.”

To read more, click here

RuTC celebrates 
annual Colleges 
Week  
In October, RuTC along with 
colleges across the country 
celebrated the annual 
Colleges Week celebration.

As well as Colleges week, RuTC enjoyed it’s first Open 
Event of the academic year, welcoming a bustling 
crowd of prospective students and parents to our 
award-winning campus.

To read more, click here  

At the end of October, our Level 3 Art and Design 
students were recognised and awarded by the 
Friends of Turner’s House in Twickenham, home 
to the last artist JMW Turner, for their project in 
collaboration with the Turner’s House Trust.  

The students were tasked with creating a collection 
of decorative and functional gifts that would be 
professionally manufactured for the trust’s gift 
shop.  

Each student created at least three products, using 
2D and 3D techniques. Including clay, glass, textiles, 
printmaking items which could be sold in the shop.  

The students unveiled their efforts to 
representatives from Friends of Turner’s House at an 
awards presentation in the college’s art exhibition 
space. 

Winner, Sam Lee Randall, and two runners-up, 
Yusuf Belkadi and Tom Ralph, were awarded for 
their work.   

Sam’s work was chosen because of his attention to 
the context of his work and ultimately his focus on 
achieving an accomplished final outcome, that has 
detail and a high quality of finish. 

Teacher, Adele Marolf was impressed by the skill 
each student put into the project, saying, “My 
students have done an incredible job at designing 
and producing a real variety of brilliant, thoughtful 
gifts for Turner’s House. This project has been 
essential for their development, as working artists, 
working to a brief for a client is something they will 
face in the world of work.”

To read more, click here 

Art students win Friends of 
Turner’s House award

https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1875-richmond-upon-thames-wins-%E2%80%98best-training-provider%E2%80%99-at-ecitb-awards-2022.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1868-rutc-celebrates-colleges-week-2022-with-first-open-event-of-the-year.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1872-art-students-win-friends-of-turner%E2%80%99s-house-award.html
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Travel and Tourism students 
attend Hospitality Conference
In October, Level 3 Travel and Tourism students, 
attended the West London Young Hoteliers & 
Hospitality Conference.

During the conference the students had the 
chance to find out valuable information about how 
the hospitality and tourism industries cater to 
customers’ needs within their industries. 

Hannah Talabany, Travel and Tourism teacher, said 
the event was a wonderful opportunity for her 
students, saying, “Conferences like this one are a 
great chance for students to learn more about the 
world of work in the hospitality industry.  

“The students had a tremendous time at the 
conference, they really enjoyed the event and 
learned a lot. ”

To read more, click here 

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

Biomedical Science 
student wins Jack 
Petchey award 
Last month, Level 3 
Biomedical Science student, 
Maryn Cardozo, won the 
Jack Petchey award for 
her incredible academic 
performance over the past 
year.

Maryn’s teacher Samuel Narth says “Maryn has very 
high attendance and her absence is felt when she is 
not in lessons as her contribution is phenomenal.” 

To read more, click here

On 7th December, Richmond upon Thames College’s 
staff and students had an amazing time at the 
college’s annual Christmas Fair, organised by both 
Student Services and Student Events teams.  

The fair got off to a great start, welcoming gospel 
choir group ‘Sing Gospel’ into the college to run 
a number of workshops that introduced new 
Christmas songs, along with familiar old classics. 

Towards the end of the afternoon, the choir 
performed in the Atrium getting the whole college 
involved in a cheery Christmas sing-along.  

Supported Learning students contributed by 
making and selling handmade Christmas tree 
decorations, cards and cakes, raising £50 for charity. 

The Student Events team did a fantastic job 
decorating the atrium, giving it a Christmassy feel 
and helping other students get into the spirit of the 
day. 

The team also worked alongside the Catering and 
Art departments producing and selling cakes, 
desserts, ceramic and pottery bowls, paperweights 
and smaller decorations, raising an amazing £500.

All money raised from the sale of these items will 
go towards the end of year prom fund.  

Rachel Scarborough, Director of Student Services 
was impressed with how well the fair was organised, 
saying, “This year, students and staff have 
pulled out all the stops to make this an event to 
remember.” 

To read more, click here

Students celebrate end of term 
with cheerful Christmas Fair 

https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1876-travel-and-tourism-students-attend-young-hoteliers-hospitality-conference-in-heathrow.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1840-jack-petchey-reward-takes-plumbing-students-to-london-zoo.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1892-students-celebrate-end-of-term-with-cheerful-christmas-fair.html
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In September, RuTC students enthusiastically started 
the new term and their new college by joining in with 
RuTC’s annual Freshers’ Fair.  

Freshers’ Fair is a chance for both new and current 
students to reintegrate into college life. 
This is done through learning about what the 
college has to offer, in terms of extra-curricular 
opportunities including sports teams, clubs and 
more. 

To read more, click here

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?
Apply now at www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

Sightlines to Careers: Preparing 
for the World of Work
During October, Richmond upon Thames College 
hosted the first Sightlines to Careers Week of the 
academic year.

This week took off with an enthusiastic start, with 
a number of guest employers and professionals 
providing students with vital and important 
information to enhance their skills and prepare them 
for the world of work.  

Throughout the week (15-18 November) industry 
experts from major companies including, British 
Airways, Cisco and the National Physical Laboratory 
(NPL) shared their personal work experiences and 
journeys with RuTC’s Business, Travel & Tourism, IT 
and Science students. 

Tirthankar Bandyopadhyay, RuTC Work Experience 
Co-ordinator was delighted with how well employers 
enjoyed the experience and how positively the week 
was received by students.  

Tirthankar said, “Sightlines to Careers is a fantastic 
opportunity for students to learn from and find 
out more about various organisations and specific 
industries.  

“These experiences can help students to secure 
their first role as well as offering them the chance to 
conceptualise the subjects the students have been 
studying. 

“It is also a great chance for employers to develop 
their social responsibility, by helping their 
community and inspiring students for the future.”

To read more, click here 

Freshers’ Fun begins with College 
Fair 

Students raise money for Children 
in Need
At the end of November, Richmond upon Thames 
College’s Supported Learning students, held a cake 
sale to raise money for Children in Need.  

Overall, the students raised an impressive £314 for 
the charity.  

Suzanne Rodrigues, Supported Learning teacher, 
said “All the students involved have worked 
especially hard to make these fundraising activities 
for Children in Need, so successful.”

To read more, click here

https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1867-freshers%E2%80%99-fun-begins-with-college-fair.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1824-sightlines-to-careers-preparing-for-the-world-of-work-may-update.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1889-students-raise-money-for-children-in-need.html
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In October, Richmond 
upon Thames College’s A 

Level Government and Politics students attended 
the ‘Battle of Ideas Festival’ at Church House, 
Westminster.  

The Battle of Ideas Festival is a two-day event in 
which academics, commentators, artists and the 
audience come together to debate in a public 
forum style an assortment of topics, such as cancel 
culture, modern parenting, policing, biometrics, 
immigration and many more. 

The festival takes place in London and Buxton for 
three days in the UK and other European cities 
including Warsaw, Berlin, Stockholm and Athens.  

Student, Kiera Napier attended one of the festival 
days at Church House, learning interesting political 
knowledge, as well as challenging some of her 
existing beliefs about the police, culture, health, 
and American political systems.  

Kiera attended four debates, ‘Who do the police 
serve?’ ‘Is cancel culture killing the arts?’ ‘Can 
America survive the cultural wars’ and ‘Too Fat – 
Too thin: Are we obsessed with calories?’   

She explains “At the Battle of Ideas, they believed 
that the more discussions you have, the more it will 
impact on how the future is formed. 

“I really cherished the different perspectives I 
encountered and where I can now incorporate them 
into my own political opinions and ideas.

“This was a fantastic experience in which I 
discovered many diverse types of opinions. Anyone 
interested in politics or debate should participate 
in this festival. I am grateful to have attended an 
environment where free expression is actively 
encouraged, I had a really great time. ” 

To read more, click here 
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Government 
and Politics 
students have 
fun at ‘Battle of 
Ideas Festival’

Students explore Southbank 
riverside for sightseeing 
adventure
In November, thirty Richmond upon Thames 
College students travelled to Southbank, London 
for a sightseeing adventure, visiting various 
riverside attractions.  

The focus of the trip to Southbank was for students 
to familiarise themselves with local tourist spots, as 
well as to have a fun day out.  

Students visited Borough Market, the Tate 
Modern and Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, learning 
about what brings thousands of visitors to these 
attractions each month.  

At Borough Market, the students were treated to a 
tour of the area before purchasing some treats for 
lunch from the local stalls.  

The trip was a great opportunity for students to 
become better acquainted with the tourist sites of 
London. They also benefitted from finding out more 
about what attracts visitors to the major tourist 
spots along the River Thames. 

To read more, click here 

Know someone who wants to join RuTC?

Browse our courses and apply online for September 
2023 or simply visit www.rutc.ac.uk/courses

Alternatively, visit us at one of our Open Events, 
register at www.rutc.ac.uk/openevents

Apply Online!

https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1878-politics-students-have-fun-at-%E2%80%98battle-of-ideas-festival%E2%80%99.html
https://www.rutc.ac.uk/news/item/1893-students-explore-southbank-for-sightseeing-adventure.html

