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Press Release

9 December 2008 
Basketball update from Richmond upon Thames College

Match Reports 6th and 7th December 2008

It was another double success this weekend for the Richmond upon Thames College team, both on the road and at home.

Westminster Warriors 59 : Richmond upon Thames College 78

National League Under 18 Men Premier South East 

On Saturday 6th December the team travelled a short way across London to face Westminster Warriors who, like Richmond, had, until this match, only lost one game.  From the start, the Richmond team never looked like losing; they were clearly the more experienced team and seemed to play much better together as a team.  By the end of the first quarter Richmond were in the lead by 21:11, they continued to maintain the lead as they took the score to 37:26 at half time.

But it was in the second half that the Richmond youngsters began to show how much they had improved since the start of the season.  They dominated the boards at both ends of the court with Westminster struggling to reach any rebounds at all.  This domination enabled Richmond to extend the lead to 65:40 by the end of the third quarter.  In the final quarter, coach Jack Majewski was able to run his bench, giving some of the younger members of the team the opportunity to show their skills and they didn’t let him down; taking the final score to 78:59.

The stand-out players were experienced guards, Ahmed Othman and Henry Wilkins, who dictated the match at both ends of the court, and young, U16 Caylin Raftopoulos who displayed some excellent shooting.
Richmond upon Thames College 84 : Reading Rockets II 69

National League Division 4 (Men) Midlands South
On Sunday 7th December the Men’s second team from Reading Rockets paid a visit to Richmond upon Thames College for a League match.  It was the second time the teams had faced each other this season, with Richmond being the victors in Reading on the previous occasion.

It was, for most of the match, quite a close game, but it was a very pleasurable game to watch.  Both teams played well and the play was accompanied, by a high standard of refereeing which allowed the game to flow.  Richmond took an early lead with some accurate three point shooting and led by 26:14 at the end of the first half.  But then the Reading men found their form and the second quarter was very evenly matched with Richmond hanging on to a small lead of 44:41 at half time.

The third quarter followed a very similar pattern with each team matching the other, pretty much point for point, as Richmond clung on to their small lead at the end of the quarter of 58:56.  However, a sudden burst of accurate shooting gave the Richmond team an increased lead and, in the last two minutes of the game, the Reading men were reduced to fouling in an attempt to stop the clock.  The Richmond youngsters took full advantage of this, as they sank 9 out of 10 freethrows to end the match the victors by 84 points to 69.

The stand-out player, for the second time this weekend, was Ahmed Othman who, particularly in the first half of the match, managed time and time again to penetrate the Reading defence and score under the basket. He ended as top scorer on 23 points.
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