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Press Release

2 December 2008
Basketball update from Richmond upon Thames College

Match Reports 29th and 30th November 2008

It was a double success this weekend for the Richmond upon Thames College team, both on the road and at home.

Richmond upon Thames College 76 : College of West Anglia Fury 70

National League Division 4 (Men) Midlands South
On Saturday the team travelled all the way to King’s Lynn in Norfolk to play the Men’s team from the College of West Anglia Fury who are currently bottom of the League, and made unnecessary hard work of what should have been an easy victory.

The three hour minibus ride to reach the venue appeared to take its toll and, at the start of the match, the Richmond players seemed completely unable to muster their usual levels of energy and enthusiasm, much to the serious frustration of their coach, Jack Majewski.  The team’s overall shooting percentage was as low as 32% in the first quarter and, at the end of this quarter, West Anglia led by 15 to 14 points.  The second quarter proved to be only slightly better, with the shooting percentage creeping up to 34%, although, defensively the Richmond team began to improve their game and, by half time Richmond led by 30 points to 29.

A stern team talk at half time seemed to improve the situation, and the Richmond players came out firing on all cylinders at the start of the third quarter as they sank four successive three-point shots to stamp their authority on the game.  By the end of the third quarter they had improved the scoreline to lead by 9 points.  But in the final quarter, the Richmond players began to fade again, and it was only through the efforts of experienced player, Marius Poskus, who finished the game on a “double double” of 22 points and 11 rebounds, and of 17 year old Richmond student, Ahmed Othman with 17 points and 8 rebounds, that the team were able to limp home to a victory of 76:70.

Afterwards, coach Jack Majewski said “Games like that are so frustrating.  When you should be winning by 30 points and yet the team drops its game to the level of the opposition and doesn’t even try.  It is a sign of the immaturity of the players when that happens and that is something we are going to have to work on as a team.”
Richmond upon Thames College 109 : Essex & Herts Leopards 78

National League Under 18 Men Premier South East

On Sunday Richmond welcomed to the College the Under 18 team from Essex & Herts Leopards who are also currently bottom of the League, and put in a much better performance.

The Richmond youngsters led from the start but a spirited performance from the Essex youngsters kept them in the game throughout the match.  At the end of the first quarter Richmond led by 26:11.  But as the Richmond team began to slip into foul trouble in the second quarter and the Essex team tried to take advantage, some accurate shooting from Oliver Robinson, who sank 5 three-pointers from the land of plenty in the first half alone, kept their challenge at bay and the score went to 53:31 at half time.  In the second half it was the turn of Tunji Alli and Henry Wilkins to impress with their accurate shooting, as captain Henry Wilkins continued to get past the Essex defence time and time again. 

In the end Richmond ran out the victors at 109:78 with top scorer Henry Wilkins amassing a superb 41 points.

ENDS

For further information, please contact:

Clare Tear

Marketing Manager

Richmond upon Thames College

tel: 020 8607 8487

Page 1 of 2

