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Press Release

24th November 2008 
Basketball update from Richmond upon Thames College

Match Reports 22nd and 23rd November 2008

It was a long weekend with mixed results for the Richmond upon Thames College team as they travelled all round the country to play three away matches.

Loughborough Students 89 : Richmond upon Thames College 63

National League Division 4 (Men) Midlands South
On Saturday 22nd November, the Richmond team travelled to Loughborough University to play the current League leaders, Loughborough Student Cardinals.  The Richmond youngsters began badly, but were soon matching the Loughborough students.  By the end of the first quarter they were down by 5; by the end of the second quarter, they were down by 3.  In the third quarter, it was neck and neck with Richmond in the lead at one point.

Going into the final quarter Loughborough were ahead by only 4 points and the Richmond youngsters began to believe that they could turn the match to their advantage.  But halfway through the final quarter, Loughborough sank two quick “threes” in succession and the Richmond heads went down.  For the last 3 minutes of the game, Richmond became a different team as they lost all confidence.  They missed their shots; they gave the ball away; they conceded fouls.  In the end, Loughborough ran out the victors by 26 points.  After playing so well for the majority of the match, Richmond simply gave it away at the end.  Top scorer was Henry Wilkins with 21 points.
(Wilkins 21; Poskus 18 + 6 rebounds; Robinson 17 + 8 rebounds; Othman 5; Prazmo 2; Charles; Sealy; Sinski; Videyra)

Kent Crusaders 74 : Richmond upon Thames College 78

2nd Round Sureshot National Cup Under 18 Men 

On Sunday 23rd November, the team faced two clashing away matches, and was forced to divide itself in half.  Eight of the younger members of the team travelled to Canterbury to face a full strength Kent Crusaders in the second round of the Under 18 Cup.  Playing away from home without their usual coach, Jack Majewski, and missing a couple of key players, it was a hard match for the youngsters. 

Kent Crusaders led for most of the match as the Richmond youngsters struggled to find their shooting range.  At half time Kent were leading by 42 to 34, and at the end of the third quarter, by 61 to 57.  But, in a virtually mirror situation to the match of the previous day, Kent lost the match to Richmond in the final minutes of the last quarter.  They missed their shots, gave the ball away and got themselves into foul trouble, which the Richmond youngsters were able to capitalise upon by sinking 8 of their 10 freethrows in the dying minutes of the game.  It was a close shave, but Richmond managed to pull a victory out of the bag by 78 points to 74.  Top scorer was Ahmed Othman on 21 points with 5 rebounds.
(Othman 21 + 5 rebounds; Robinson 19 + 10 rebounds; Videyra 15 + 6 rebounds;  Raftopoulos 12; Alli 7; Bishop 2; Sinski 2; Oyelese)        

Brixton Topcats 78 : Richmond upon Thames College 52

3rd Round Men’s National Shield

On Sunday 23rd November, the older members of the team travelled to Brixton to face the Brixton Topcats Division Three Men’s team in the 3rd Round of the National Shield, where they were joined five minutes into the game, by 17 year old Richmond students, Oliver Robinson and Ahmed Othman hotfoot from the Under 18 match in Canterbury.  This match was always going to be a “big ask” for the Richmond team as the Brixton team are currently joint top of Division Three, which is a Division above that of the Richmond team, and thus it proved to be.

Coach Jack Majewski described the match, “It was disappointing because we can play so much better than that.  We made mistakes; we gave away turnovers; we allowed ourselves to be intimidated by the bigger stage.  But it was good experience for the players and it showed that, had they played to the best of their game, they could easily play at Division Three level.  It is a lot to ask of young players to play three tough matches on the road in one weekend against, in at least two of the matches, older and more experienced players who have the added advantage of playing on their home court.  The players were physically and mentally tired and it showed, but they should be proud of what they achieved.”

Top scorer was 18 year old Henry Wilkins on 23 points.

(Wilkins 23; Prazmo 10; Poskus 8; Robinson 5; Othman 4; Charles 2; Sealy; Birch)
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