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Press Release

25 February 2009 
Basketball update from Richmond upon Thames College

Basketball Match Reports: 20, 21 and 22 February 2009
It was a weekend with high expectations as the Richmond team found themselves having to play three decisive matches in as many days; two of which were against the toughest opposition in the respective Leagues. The youngsters did not disappoint, as they won all three matches but in three very different ways; the first in what could be said to have been the best match so far this season; the second by a massive margin of 44 points and; the third by dominating the opposition for most of the match and then nearly throwing it all away in the last 2 minutes.

Richmond upon Thames College 81 : Hackney White Heat 78

National League Under 18 Men Premier South East

On the evening of Friday 20 February, Richmond upon Thames College played host to Hackney White Heat, their strongest opposition in the Under 18 South East Premier League.  Beaten by Hackney twice this season so far, albeit last time by just 1 point in overtime, Richmond were not going to allow Hackney to beat them again, and this determination led to one of the best and most exciting Under 18 matches so far this season.

Richmond  raced to an early lead as they penetrated the Hackney defence under the basket, and after 5 minutes, found themselves in the unexpected position of being up by 20:8.  The Hackney coach then took the decision to sub off his entire starting five in an attempt to break the Richmond flow.  His decision worked well as, by the end of the first quarter, Hackney had pulled themselves up to 22:14.  In the second quarter, Hackney came out strong and the momentum moved in favour of the boys from North London.  However they soon found themselves in foul trouble, and Richmond’s Henry Wilkins capitalised by sinking 5 out of 5 of his free throws, closely followed by Oliver Robinson sinking 3 out of his 4.  But Hackney kept up the pressure and managed to pull themselves into the lead at half time by 40:36.

From then on for the rest of the match, the two teams were neck and neck.  It was fast; it was furious and it was highly entertaining to watch.  Both teams matched each other for speed and athleticism as young Caylin Raftopoulos sped past his opposing point guard with his skilful crossover dribbling, and Tosin Oyelese leapt high into the air getting offensive rebounds and putting them straight back in the basket.  Henry Wilkins found his range and sank three successive three pointers, as Ahmed Othman battled his way through the Hackney defence to draw the fouls under the basket, which resulted in him sinking 4 of his 5 free throws.  At the end of the third quarter the match was equally drawn in every sense at 61:61.

In the final quarter, it was anyone’s guess as to which way it would go, and there was a sense that neither team were going to be the losers, as both were playing so well, and doing themselves proud.  For most of the quarter the teams matched each other basket for basket, until there came a decisive moment in the final 20 seconds of the game, when Oliver Robinson drove through the Hackney defence and scored under the basket and was fouled.  He sank his “and one,” and Richmond moved into the lead by 1 point.  Seconds later, Ahmed Othman was fouled as he took a shot.  He sank both of his two free throws and Richmond moved into the lead by 3 points.  As the clock ticked by the last 10 seconds of the game, Hackney came up the court, pressed on every side by Richmond players, and the Richmond supporters held their breath.  The Hackney player took the shot, but he was inside the three point line, so even if it went in, it would not level the game, but there could be a foul.  It bounced off the rim as the final buzzer went.  Richmond had won by 81:78.  A truly excellent game.

Worthing Thunder Juniors 60 : Richmond upon Thames College 104 

National League Under 18 Men Premier South East

On Saturday 21 February, the Richmond team travelled down to the Sussex coast to meet completely different opposition.  The Richmond youngsters were still riding high from their success of the night before, and the Worthing Thunder Juniors looked as if they were not quite sure what had hit them, as the Richmond basketball tornado blew though their Sports Hall.

The first quarter shaped the match, as the Richmond team raced to a lead of 37:17, followed by a more leisurely, but equally effective, second quarter which took them to 62:35 with Henry Wilkins and Caylin Raftopoulos shooting well from the three point line; Ahmed Othman penetrating the Worthing defence, and; Tosin Oyelese dominating under the basket with his offensive rebounds and now trademark “putbacks.”

In the second half, coach Jack Majewski took the opportunity to rest most of his starting five and to give his bench a good run out.  Even so, the Richmond momentum continued as Tunji Alli successfully took over the three point shooting responsibility and Jordan Bishop led the team with some excellent assists to Angel Videyra who posted them up under the basket with ease.  6ft 9ins Darren Sealy dominated the boards at both ends with his offensive and defensive rebounding.

In the end Richmond ran out the winners by 104:60.  It was something of a mismatch with their opposition, but it gave the whole team of players the opportunity to play good basketball which made the south coast trip worthwhile.

Richmond upon Thames College 79 : Loughborough Student Cardinals 77

National League Division 4 (Men) Midlands South

On Sunday 22 February, the Richmond team suited up again to face top of the table Loughborough Students, at whose hands they had been beaten twice before this season.  But this time, there was a sense, right from the start, that this was Richmond’s weekend and no team, not even the older and more experienced students from Loughborough University, was going to take that away from them.

The Richmond team was strengthened by two players from Kingston University, Marius Poskus and Mateusz Prazmo.  It was the strength of these two players, after the hard weekend that the younger players had had, that was the deciding factor in this match.

Richmond began well as, led by some accurate three point shooting from Mateusz Prazmo, they went into a 26:18 lead at the end of the first quarter.  But it was the second quarter which took the Loughborough team by surprise as some accurate shooting from Oliver Robinson and Marius Poskus, aided once more by Ahmed Othman sinking 3 out of 4 of his free throws, enabled the Richmond team to take the lead to 48:31 at half time.

After the break, the Loughborough students came back strongly, with their top scorer hitting three successive three pointers, but again the experience of the two older Richmond players kept the home team ahead by 63:51 by the end of the third quarter.  The fourth quarter began in similar fashion and with 2 minutes to go to the end of the match Richmond looked like they were heading to a comfortable 14/15 point win.  But then something went badly wrong.  Six quick points from the Loughborough team brought the scores closer, and panic set in to the Richmond camp.  The youngsters gave away 3 unnecessary fouls and the Loughborough players capitalised by sinking all 6 of their free throws; then a really needless turnover led to a Loughborough fast break and another 2 points, and the difference between the team dropped to 1 point.  Finally one of the Loughborough players fouled young Caylin Raftopoulos who managed to sink one of his two free throws to make the difference 2 points as the final buzzer went.  Richmond deserved their win of 79:77, but they so very nearly threw it away by making completely preventable mistakes right at the end of the game. 

Coach Jack Majewski commented afterwards, “Fading away at the end of a match is something we are now going to work on very hard.  We cannot use the excuse of tiredness after a hard weekend of basketball.  That was too close a shave.”
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