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Press Release

14 January 2009 
Basketball update from Richmond upon Thames College

10th and 11th January 2009

It was a good start to the New Year for the Richmond upon Thames College team as they win their first two matches of 2009.

Brighton Cougars 81 : Richmond upon Thames College 98

National League Division 4 (Men) Midlands South

On Saturday 10th January, the Richmond team travelled down to Brighton where they put in a very creditable performance, given that they had been unable to train during the week due to problems with the electricity supply to the college’s sports hall. 

The youngsters, who had not had the opportunity to play together since before Christmas, played particularly well as a team in this match, with great passing shots and court awareness from both Ahmed Othman and Caylin Raftopoulos.  This, coupled with some accurate shooting from captain Henry Wilkins and excellent rebounding from both Marius Poskus and Oliver Robinson, ensured that the Brighton team never looked like coming close, even despite a late run of 31 points in the final quarter.  Richmond finished the match winning by 98:81.

WFS Spartans 67 : Richmond upon Thames College 83

National League Under 18 Men Premier South East 

On Sunday 11th January, the team travelled over to Leyton in East London to play WFS Spartans for the third time this season, but this time on Spartans’ home territory.

The game, much like the two previous games against Spartans, was fast and furious right from the start.  Although the Richmond youngsters never looked like losing, there was never a moment when they could have relaxed their guard.  At the end of the first quarter they were up by 18:12.  By the end of the second quarter, Richmond had extended their lead to 40:21 thanks mainly to some excellent defensive work and strong rebounding.

The third quarter was dominated by some excellent play from young point guard, Caylin Raftopoulos who consistently found his way through the very close Spartans defensive press with great skill, and managed to hit four successive three point shots.  In the last quarter, Spartans fought hard for every ball and took the match to the very last second but more accurate shooting from eventual top scorer, Caylin Raftopoulos and captain, Henry Wilkins ensured the final Richmond victory by 83:67.
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