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Press Release

21 October 2008
Basketball update from Richmond upon Thames College

Match Reports: 18th & 19th October 2008

Richmond upon Thames College 90 : WFS Spartans 66

National League Under 18 Men Premier South East

London Greenhouse Giants 89 : Richmond upon Thames College 64

National League Division 4 (Men) Midlands South

It was a weekend of mixed fortunes for the Richmond upon Thames College team as they successfully began their U-18 National League campaign with their League match, but faced another strong team in the Men’s Division 4 League.

On Saturday 18th October, after an unfortunate last minute change to the tip off time, Richmond faced tough opposition at home from WFS Spartans in the first U-18 match of the season, and came through with flying colours.  The match was neck and neck throughout the whole of the first half with WFS Spartans matching the Richmond youngsters with their speed, athleticism and shooting power.  Spartans led 44:41 at half time.  But the Richmond youngsters, rapidly becoming known for being a “third quarter team,” came out firing on all cylinders after the break, and took the lead at 67:51 at the end of the third quarter.  WFS Spartans kept fighting to the bitter end, but finally succumbed to the relentless pressure of the Richmond team who ended the victors at 90:66. 

Captain Henry Wilkins, on 4 fouls before the end of the second quarter, kept his cool to avoid being fouled out and ended the game on a massive 43 points, his highest of the season so far.  But U-18 newcomers to the team, Tunji Alli, Darren Sealy, Theo Grant, and Jakub Sinski played their part, and all contributed to a very promising start to the U-18 season for the Richmond team. 

On Sunday 19th October, the team entertained the tall players from the London Greenhouse Giants Men’s team at home.  Once again the Richmond team were plagued by foul trouble which had three of their starting five players all fouled out before the end of the match.  After a few unfortunate “calls” in the first two quarters, the youngsters found it hard to lift themselves psychologically back into the game.  Coach Jack Majewski commented afterwards, “They are a very young team.  Immediate recovery from a set back takes time to learn.  It is a hard lesson, but the younger players will mature more as the season progresses.” 

It was the first game of the season for Mateusz Prazmo and his experience, along with that of fellow team player, Marius Poskus, will help to give a steadying presence to the team amongst the younger players.
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