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Press Release

26 January 2009 
Basketball update from Richmond upon Thames College

Basketball Match Report – 24 January 2009
Unusually, the Richmond upon Thames College basketball team had only one match this weekend, after agreeing to postpone their match against Loughborough on Sunday to a later date.

Richmond upon Thames College 77 : Brixton Topcats 73

National League Under 18 Men Premier South East 

On Saturday 24th January, the Richmond team was once more beset by injury and illness and could only field a reduced team.  By contrast, the Brixton Topcats travelled across London with a full team.

From Richmond’s perspective, the match was a game of two halves.  In the first half, the Richmond youngsters played as if they were playing basketball in their sleep; their passing, their shots and even their movement around the court seemed all to be happening in slow motion, as the team slowly woke up to the fact they were actually in the middle of a match.  At half time the Richmond team was lucky to have maintained even a dreamy one point lead over the opposition, as they went into the break at 37:36.

As the boys walked back into the Sports Hall with stern faces and determination in their stride after the break, it was clear that the second half would be different, and so it proved to be.  Led by two successive determined drives to the basket by Oliver Robinson, the Richmond youngsters went on a scoring run which had them up by 12 points at the end of the third quarter with their confidence restored.  Throughout the final quarter, Richmond had the upper hand with some very intelligent play from top scorer, Ahmed Othman, assisted by some good shooting from young Jakub Sinski making a welcome return to the team after a short period of absence.  However, a last minute burst of three point shooting from the Brixton youngsters, who sank four “treys” in the final minute of the game, enabled them to narrow the lead, but Richmond hung on solidly to the end, and finished with a win 77:73.
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