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Match

Men’s

22" November 2009

72
76

Eastside Eagles
London United-Richmond College

On Sunday afternoon, the team travelled
across London to Chingford in Essex to face
Eastside Eagles in the 3™ Round of the National
Shield. Eastside Eagles were undefeated in
seven matches and were confident that this
would be the eighth. However, the Richmond
Men had other ideas.

It was an extremely good match right from the
start with both teams sinking their shots,
getting their rebounds and playing well at both
ends of the court. At the end of the first
quarter Richmond were in the lead by 24:21
and were marginally the stronger team. The
Men from Essex were suffering a mild degree
of surprise at the strength of their opposition
and the Richmond Men took advantage of this
to end the first half up by 40:34.

After the break, Eastside Eagles began to
change their defence and put pressure on the
Richmond team. However, they reckoned
without the experience of the two Richmond
men, Andy Harper and Rich Wellings, for whom
such intense play was nothing new. Rich
Wellings in particular showed the experience of
a man perfectly calm under pressure as he
sank 5 out of 7 three-point shots to ensure that
Richmond never once lost their upper hand.
U18 player, Ed Lawrence had his best game so
far this season as all 6ft 1lins of him
dominated the Richmond defence under the
basket.

The scores remained perilously close
throughout the whole of the second half, but
the Richmond Men never once let their guard
slip and Eastside Eagles never once took the
lead. In the end London United-Richmond
College were the worthy winners with a
scoreline of 76:72. They now progress through
to the Quarter Final of the National Shield.

Under 18

The weekend of 21/22 November was once
again a weekend of mixed emotions as the
team travelled to two away matches; winning
one and losing the other. The U18 Match once
more showed the team struggling against a
team, which they could have beaten; by
contrast the Men’s Match showed the team at
its best, rising to the challenge of strong
opposition and emerging the victors.

21 November 2009

82
64

Medway Park Crusaders
London United-Richmond College

On Saturday afternoon, the U18 team travelled
down to Gillingham in Kent to play middle of
the table, Medway Park Crusaders. It was
possibly the miserable wet weather or even the
freezing temperature of the Sports Hall, but the
Richmond youngsters were not at their best in
this match.

The boys from Kent raced to an early lead of
30:14 in the first quarter, demolishing the
Richmond defence as the accuracy of the
Medway Park perimeter shooting took its toll.
Panic set in the Richmond camp and simple
shots were missed. Then in the second quarter,
the Richmond youngsters began to play
themselves back into the game as they pulled
the scoreline back to 48:37. Led by top scorer,
Alex Jovanovski, the Richmond boys began to
break through the Medway Park defence.

But at half time the boys walked back into the
Hall with their heads down, looking every bit
the defeated team and it was apparent that it
would take a miracle to convince them that
they could turn the match around. Some good
shooting from Adam Brown and strong
rebounds from Ed Lawrence in the third
quarter was simply not enough to stop Medway
Park from taking the lead back to 63:47 at the
end of the third quarter.

Then in the final quarter, the team seemed to



(Harper 24 + 4 rebounds; Wellings 20 + 5
rebounds; Raftopoulos 10; Szatkowski 10;
Robinson 6; Lawrence 4 + 8 rebounds; Anstiss 2;
Brown; Crabbe; Wasilek)

14" November 2009

Saturday 14™ November was a busy day for
the London United-Richmond College team as
the youngsters hurriedly dispatched the boys
from Bristol Academy before jumping in the
minibus and being blown by strong winds down
the M3 to Camberley to face the Men’'s second
team from Guildford Heat. Watched in the
morning by the U16 players from Spelthorne
Atoms-London United and in the afternoon by
players from the Guildford Heat Men’s BBL
team, the Richmond players impressed
spectators of both matches by turning bad first

quarters into two strong wins against
surprisingly good opposition.

14" November 2009

Guildford Heat II 77

London United-Richmond College 93

On Saturday afternoon, it was down the M3 to
Camberley to meet the Guildford Heat Men’s
second team who, up until today, had not won
any of their matches. However with a couple of
new players signed to the Guildford team, and
the Richmond team without top scoring guard,
Daniel Szatkowski, it was never going to be an
easy match.

The first quarter began badly for the Richmond
Men as defensive errors and a succession of
missed three point shots enabled the Guildford
Men to control the scoring and end the quarter
in the lead by 27:20. In the second quarter,
the Richmond shooters began to find their form
and at the other end improve their defence. At
the break, Richmond had pulled the score back
to level at 46:46.

But it was in the second half that the Richmond
Men began to prove themselves the better
team as some of the Richmond youngsters
started to show us all why they play up
amongst the Men. The Guildford Men struggled
to cope with young Kadeem Crabbe who
hustled, stole the ball, and shot down the court

give up the fight as the boys from Kent
extended their lead to 20 at one point. In the
end Medway Park won by 82:64 against a
Richmond team who seemed to have lost their
fighting spirit. It was however a very good
game for Alex Jovanovski, top scoring on 23
for the first time since his return to the team
from injury.

14" November 2009

86
72

London United-Richmond College
Bristol Academy Flyers

On Saturday morning, the team played host to
the U18 team from Bristol Academy Flyers, a
team based at Filton Sixth Form College in
Bristol and similar in many ways to the
Richmond College team.

In exactly the same way as was to happen in
the Men’s match later in the day, the first
quarter began badly for the Richmond
youngsters as defensive errors allowed the
Bristol youngsters to penetrate, score, and take
an early lead of 25:14.

However, the vyoungsters showed great
maturity as they stuck to their guns and
managed to hold the Bristol team to scoring
only 7 points in the second quarter, which
enabled them to go into the break leading by
40:32. Top scorer young Caylin Raftopoulos
sank a succession of three point shots whilst at
the other end Norbert Wasilek and Paul Anstiss
dominated the rebounding.

In the second half it was some excellent team
play from Jordan Bishop whose assits led to
some great lay ups from both Paul Anstiss and
Norbert Wasilek. By the end of the third
quarter, it was clear that Richmond were the
stronger team and they ended the match
winning by 86:72.

It was a good win for the U18 team who are at
last beginning to play well together as a team
and who will now, hopefully, go on from



for lay up after lay up. At the other end, young
Norbert Wasilek showed that he was more than
capable of coping with the physical strength of
some of the Guildford Men as he beat them to
the rebound time after time. With experienced
point guard Andy Harper back on form, the
scoring began to move in Richmond’s favour
and the third quarter ended with Richmond up
by 13 points.

It was the experience of the two former
Reading players, Andy Harper and Rich
Wellings, along with some solid defensive play
from Olly Robinson and ably assisted by the
young Richmond boys that enabled the
Richmond team to dominate the game in the
final quarter and run out the victors by 93:77.
A shaky start, but it all came right in the end.

(Harper 38 + 5 rebounds; Wellings 13 + 7
rebounds; Crabbe 12; Robinson 10 + 7 rebounds;
Raftopoulos 8; Anstiss 7 + 5 rebounds; Wasilek 4;
Lawrence 1; Bishop; Brown; Jovanovski)

8™ November 2009

83
97

London United-Richmond College
Glamorgan Gladiators

Sunday was an extremely disappointing game
for the London United-Richmond College team.
Glamorgan were undoubtedly a strong team
containing some very good players, but they
would not have been an impossible team to
beat had the Richmond players all been playing
at the top of their game.

The Richmond team began badly in the first
quarter, trailing by 17:28 but in the second,
and particularly the third quarters they began
to pull it back. However, in the final quarter it
all fell apart again. It was a combination of
some excellent play by the Glamorgan guards,
a lot of enforced errors by the Richmond
guards and weak Richmond defence that led to
a final scoreline of 83:97.

After the match, Coach Jack Majewski said, "I
think that this defeat will prove to be a blessing
in disguise for us. Now we all know that we
have to play as a team or stronger teams like
Glamorgan Gladiators will simply slip through
our cracks and defeat us. We have to learn

strength to strength in the League.

7" November 2009

The weekend of the 7™ and 8" November was
a weekend of mixed emotions as the team
travelled all the way down to Taunton in
Somerset to successfully defeat bottom of the
table Taunton Tigers, only to have the Men
from Glamorgan travel all the way up to
London on Sunday to surprisingly defeat the
Richmond team.

7" November 2009

40
76

Taunton Tigers
London United-Richmond College

It was a long drive in the minibus all the way
through the autumn countryside down to
Somerset on Saturday and an even longer
drive back, as the team was stuck in a major
traffic jam on the way home. Still it was an
excellent team building exercise as minibus
banter helped wile away the time.

Taunton Tigers were a weak team and by the
end of the first quarter, the Richmond
youngsters had raced to a strong lead of 26:3.
However, the Taunton team were playing on
their own home court in front of their own
home crowd and after a while, they began to
improve their game. Richmond College were
playing without top scoring point guard, Caylin
Raftopoulos, who had succumbed to an ankle
injury the week before, but this gave other
members of the team the opportunity to shine.

Young Adam Brown had by far the best game
of the season so far as he dominated the
scoring with some accurate shooting. Alex
Jovanovski, returning after serious knee injury,
showed glimpses of the sprinting speeds he will
reach when his fitness levels have recovered.
Newcomer to the team, Hassan Samater
impressed with his three point shooting and
Polish player, Norbert Wasilek showed his



from this match and improve our team play.”

(Szatkowski 33 + 7 rebounds; Harper 16; Anstiss 9
+ 8 rebounds; Wellings 8 + 6 rebounds; Brown 3;
Samander 3 + 5 rebounds Robinson 3 + 7
rebounds; Szabala 3; Crabbe 2; Wasilek 2;
Jovanovski 1; Lawrence)

15t November 2009

It was an excellent weekend for the London
United-Richmond College teams with three
wins out of three. On Saturday, the U18 team
beat the boys from Brixton at lunchtime at
home, and then it was into the minibus and off
down to Oxford to play the men from Oxford
Brookes University in the evening. With barely
time to draw breath, the Men were back at the
College for another home match at lunchtime
on Sunday, where they had a convincing win
against the men from Hackney in the second
round of the National Shield having been the
fortunate recipients of a bye from the first
round. They will now progress on to play
Eastside Eagles in the third round of the Shield
at the end of November.

15t November 2009

104
74

London United-Richmond College
Hackney White Heat

On Sunday, the team faced its third match in
two days as they squared up to the men from
Hackney White Heat in the 2" Round of the
National Shield. However, this was a match
that was never in any doubt right from the
start.

Welcoming back former Richmond College
student Olly Robinson into the Men’s team
after a back injury had kept him out since the
start of the season, the team looked very
strong. Former EBL Division One players, Andy
Harper and Rich Wellings, together with
London United shooting guard, Daniel
Szatkowski were more than a match for the
men from Hackney. Backed up by some of the
new Ul7 players from Richmond U18 team
who are part of the Richmond Basketball
Academy’s development programme, the team
was impressive to watch.

growing strength as an inside player.

The Richmond youngsters continued to
dominate the game, leading by 42:16 at half
time and by 59:26 at the end of the third
quarter. Coach Jack Majewski took the
opportunity to give all of the players some
good playing time to build their on-court
experience and the whole team successfully
ended the game winning 76:40.

315t October 2009

London United-Richmond College 68
Brixton Topcats 61
On Saturday morning, the Richmond

youngsters faced the U18 team from Brixton.

The team began well taking a 24:18 lead at the
end of the first quarter thanks to some solid
shooting under the basket from Richmond
students Paul Anstiss and Kadeem Crabbe and
some excellent blocks by 6ft 11ins Ed Lawrence
at the other end. However, the Brixton boys
got into their stride in the second quarter and
pulled the match back to lead by 1 point going
into the break.

In the second half, the Richmond youngsters
began to increase the scoring rate but, at the
same time, conceded an unnecessary number
of turnovers, which enabled the Brixton team
to keep pace with their scoring. The third
quarter ended on 52:51. The scoring in the
final quarter was dominated by Richmond
guard, Kadeem Crabbe. After a series of errors
by the Brixton boys, young Ed Lawrence sank 3
of his 4 free-throws and the score began to
pull away from Brixton.

In the end the Richmond team won by 68:61
thanks mainly to some very good shooting by
Kadeem Crabbe and some solid play from
young Paul Anstiss who achieved yet another
excellent double-double of 16 points and 17
rebounds.



In the first half, the team managed to sink 11
three pointers out of 16 attempts which
impressive shooting led to a score line of 58:34
at half time. By contrast, the Hackney team
managed to sink none of their seven attempts.
Equally, the Richmond team was stronger
defensively and far more dominant under the
basket.

In the second half, the Richmond team gave
away a number of unnecessary fouls, which
enabled the Hackney team to improve the
score line by sinking their free-throws.
However, even this was not enough to stop the
Richmond score from mounting. In the end
London United-Richmond College were the
worthy winners by 104:74. Young Adam Brown
had his best game so far this season with 8
points and 5 rebounds, which included two
excellent three-point shots.

(Szatkowski 23;  Wellings 16 + 7 rebounds;
Robinson 14 + 9 rebounds; Harper 13 + 5
rebounds; Brown 8 + 5 rebounds; Lawrence 8 + 5
rebounds; Wasilek 8 + 5 rebounds; Szabala 5;
Anstiss 4; Crabbe 2; Grant 2)

31%t October 2009

74
83

Oxford Brookes University
London United-Richmond College

After a brief rest from the morning’s match, on
Saturday afternoon the Richmond team
travelled down to Oxford to meet the top of
the table team from Oxford Brookes University.

Oxford Brookes were looking strong having
won 4 out 4 of their previous matches but even
they, in their Match Programme, stated that
they expected this match to provide them with
a stern test, perhaps the strongest that they
had faced so far; and so it proved to be.

In the first quarter, the Oxford students came
out strongly, dominating the boards at both
ends of the court. The Richmond team
struggled to get into their stride as Oxford
Brookes capitalized on some weak defence,
which gave them the lead of 28:17 at the end
of the quarter.

In the second quarter, Richmond began to pull

25" October 2009

94
102

London United-Richmond College
London Spartans

This match took the prize for the most stressful
so far this season as the Richmond team
managed to lose to South East Conference
team London Spartans in double overtime.

At the end of normal time, the match was
drawn on 75:75. Keeping his cool to keep
Richmond in the game Jordan Bishop sank a
three pointer to take the game to 82:82 at the
end of the first period of overtime. However, as
the spectators held their breath, the match
began to go in favour of the boys from Leyton.
The Spartans team capitalized upon a series of
unnecessary turnovers by the Richmond
youngsters and by the end of the second
period of overtime, they had managed to
stretch out a lead of 8 points and take the win
by 102:94.

24" October 2009

Milton Keynes Lions 96
London United-Richmond College 66
After last Saturday’s narrow victory, the

Richmond youngsters were hoping that the tide
had turned as they set off for Milton Keynes.
Confidence was high during the warm up as it
became apparent that several of the Milton
Keynes players were U16s and even U15s but
they reckoned without sometime England U18
guard, Connor Washington.

By the end of the first half, the Richmond team
had managed to limp to a trailing score line of
48:25, largely because of the superior offensive



back the lead as they tightened their defence,
gathered in 3 times as many rebounds as in
the previous quarter, and improved their
shooting percentage. They trailed 45:37 going
in to the break, but they looked the stronger
team.

The third quarter continued the trend as
Richmond newcomer Rich Wellings and
youngster Paul Anstiss dominated the defence
under the basket and the Oxford lead dropped
to only 4 points. However, it was the final
quarter where the superior shooting skills of
the Richmond guards began to make the
difference aided by some excellent offensive
rebounds by young Ed Lawrence.

In the end, the combined London United-
Richmond College team ran out the victors by
83:74. The game was remarkable because for
the first time ever the Richmond players
achieved a 100% team free-throw percentage,
sinking 10 out of 10 attempts. Point guard
Andy Harper was top scorer with Rich Wellings
on a double-double of 18 points and 10
rebounds.

(Harper 24 + 5 rebounds; Szatkowski 22; Wellings
18 + 10 rebounds; Szabala 9; Anstiss 4 + 11
rebounds; Lawrence 4; Crabbe 2; Wasilek; Brown;
Ferrelly; Grant)

25 October 2009

116
103

London United-Richmond College
Portsmouth City Smugglers

This was a match that Portsmouth could have
been forgiven for thinking that they would win.
Up until this point, the Richmond Men’s team
had lost all of its matches and Portsmouth
were sitting at the top of Division Three South.
But London United had just signed Andy
Harper and Rich Wellings from EBL Division
One last season and a new era was about to
unfold.

Throughout the whole of the first half, the
Richmond team dominated at both ends of the
court with Andy Harper pouring in one three-
point shot after another and all of the
Richmond players gathering in their share of
rebounds. The score going into the break was

skills of the Milton Keynes team. Then in the
third quarter leading Richmond scorer, Caylin
Raftopoulos went down heavily on his ankle
and took no further part in the game. From
then on, it was really a question of damage
limitation as Connor Washington ran rings
around the Richmond defence.

In the end, Milton Keynes managed to defeat
the young London United-Richmond College
team by 96:66 and a very sorry bunch of
youngsters trailed back to Richmond College in
the minibus some 2 hours later.

17" October 2009

77
75

London United-Richmond College
Plymouth Marjon

It is a long old drive from Plymouth to London,
and so the boys from Plymouth sensibly came
up to the capital for the weekend to combine
two London Fixtures over two days and
hopefully return with victories under their belts.

However, despite looking for much of the
match as though the boys from Plymouth were
going to get their wish, the Richmond team
managed to snatch victory away from the boys
from Devon in the dying seconds of the game.

In the first half Richmond managed to keep
just ahead of Plymouth Marjon; leading by
18:11 at the end of the first quarter and by
40:33 at the end of the second quarter. But the
Richmond team then succumbed to a
disastrous third quarter where they allowed the
Plymouth team to go into the lead by 50:55
after scoring only 10 points in the entire
quarter.

In the final quarter the Richmond team allowed
the Plymouth lead to stretch further as, after
the first 5 minutes, the Plymouth team was
ahead by 85:68. Then some excellent shooting
by Richmond guard, Josh Williams, who put 12
points on the Plymouth team alone in the last 4
minutes, turned the game around. The two



63:44.

However, after the break the Portsmouth team
started to change their game. They saw and
capitalized on some of the weaknesses in the
Richmond defence and they closed down
Richmond shooter Daniel Szatkowski. By the
end of the third quarter, they had narrowed
Richmond's lead to 10 points.

The final quarter saw both teams go on a
scoring spree as the scores at both ends went
over the ton. But in the end it was to be the
London United-Richmond College Men's team'’s
first win of the season as newcomer Andy
Harper led the team to victory with 50 of the
116 points that Richmond scored against 103
from the Portsmouth City Smugglers,

(Harper 50 + 7 rebounds; Szatkowski 34; Anstiss 16
+ 13 rebounds; Wellings 12 + 7 rebounds;
Lawrence 2; Wasilek 2 + 5 rebounds: Bishop;
Brown; Crabbe; Grant; Jovanovski)

17™ October 2009

85
77

London Westside
London United-Richmond College

Taking breath after the first match of the day,
the team piled in to the minibus and set off
into London to play Westside Men'’s first team
in their second League match of the season.
After two defeats already on the road, the
Richmond team were hoping to get their first
win, but it was not to be.

It was one of those matches where the
Richmond players just could not bite the
basket. It was not that they played badly, or
that Westside played particularly well; it was
just that the shots went in for Westside but
bounced back out again for Richmond. At the
end of the first quarter, the team were down
26:16.

In the second and third quarters, the Richmond
players began to improve their game and by
the end of the second, they had drawn level at
40:40, and by the end of the third, they had
gone into the lead by 59:57.

Then in the final quarter, the balls began to

teams were 75:75 in the dying seconds of the
match, as Norbert Wasilek casually stole the
ball, ran up to the basket for a simple lay-up
and the buzzer went. The score went to 77:75,
and the Sports Hall reverberated with the
sound of breath being released from the lungs
of Richmond supporters, as players and
supporters alike all heaved a big sigh of relief.

10" October 2009

66
70

London United-Richmond College
Brentwood Fire

After the disastrous defeat of the previous
week at the hands of the team already
favoured to win the Premier South League, the
Richmond youngsters were hoping for an
easier ride in their first home match of the
season.

However, this was a match that the Richmond
youngsters never looked like winning. In the
whole of the first half, the team only sank one
field goal with their points coming almost solely
from lay-ups and free-throws. Going in to the
break, Richmond trailed 34:47 largely because
of poor shooting and a higher than normal
number of turnovers.

In the second half, the Richmond youngsters
began to claw back some of the lead largely
thanks to some excellent boards from Paul
Anstiss and Norbert Wasilek and when the
Brentwood team got into foul trouble in the
fourth quarter, it looked briefly as though
Richmond might claw back enough to drag out
a win. But in the end, despite the valiant last
minute attempts of the Richmond team,
Brentwood Fire managed to hold on to their
lead until the end, winning by 70:66.

3" October 2009



bounce back out of, or around, the rims again.
The Richmond defence was solid but the
shooters just could not convert possession into
points. Finally, the Westside Men ran out the
victors by 85:77. However, on another day,
with fortune smiling even slightly more
favourably in their direction, the London
United-Richmond College team could so easily
have reversed the final score. Daniel
Szatkowski top scored, ably assisted by the
boys from the U18 team.

(Szatkowski 33 + 7 rebounds; Raftopoulos 13;
Cherkeshvilli 11; Williams 7; Lawrence 6 + 10
rebounds; Anstiss 3 + 6 rebounds; Brown 2; Crabbe
2; Grant; Wasilek)

4™ October 2009

Wellingborough Phoenix 101
London United-Richmond College 87

No Report available
(Szatkowski 41: Szabala 19; Anstiss 14)

27" September 2009

Westminster Warriors 104
London United-Richmond College 75

No Report available

(Szatkowski 27; Raftopoulos 17; Anstiss 11)

Westminster Warriors
London United-Richmond College

No Report available

126
68
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