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DANIEL
St Marks Catholic School: 
Hounslow
St Edmunds Primary School: 
Twickenham
Studying: A levels in Geography, 
Graphic Communication, 
Photography and Sociology
Interests: taking photos, drawing
Ambition: go to university, 
career as a graphic designer in 
the magazine industry

FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT
“It’s easy to meet new 
friends at the college as 
the environment is friendly 
and so are the people. 
From the brilliant facilities to 
the relaxed but supportive 
environment, the college 
has everything you could 
want. I love it here!”

College Facilities –  
open to the public 
Merits training restaurant
Merits training restaurant at Richmond upon 
Thames College is a fully working restaurant 
providing lunchtime and evening menus to the 
general public during term time. Merits provides 
a unique dining experience in bright friendly 
surroundings. With a constantly changing 
menu and astoundingly low prices, diners can 
experience the skills of the waiters and chefs of 
tomorrow. If you haven’t tried it, why not come 
along and give yourself a treat?

Lunch
Wednesday – Friday (term time) 
12.00pm (noon) – 2.30pm (last booking 1.15pm)

Evenings
Wednesdays Weekly Bistro 
6.30pm – 9.30pm (last booking 8.00pm)

Private functions and themed evenings  
(term time)
Book online at www.meritsrestaurant.co.uk or 
telephone 020 8607 8164

Community Sports
We have excellent facilities available to members 
of the public at very competitive prices. These 
include a Fitness Suite, sports hall and grass 
pitches for parties and sports activities.

Open
Monday – Friday 4.30pm – 10.00pm  
Weekends 9.00am – 5.00pm

To find out more, please contact 020 8607 8223 
/ sport@rutc.ac.uk or visit the website www.rutc.
ac.uk/community-sports

Apply Now!
You can apply online anytime throughout  
the year at www.rutc.ac.uk/apply2015

#rutc2015

Welcome

We are delighted that you are considering studying  
at Richmond upon Thames College (RuTC). 

As you will see in this guide, there are a great many  
exciting options available to you – a huge range of subjects 
and courses at different levels – probably more than you are  
likely to find at any other college or school that you may  
be considering. 

As well as the enormous choice of courses we provide,  
RuTC has much more to offer. We have a strong support 
team and a wide range of facilities and enrichment activities 
which allow you to fulfil your potential both in your studies 
and socially. If you would like to find out more about us and 
the courses we offer, please come along to one of our Open 
Events where you’ll receive a warm welcome from all my staff.

I hope you like what you read and that we are a college 
you would like to be part of – come and join us!

Robin Ghurbhurun
Chief Executive and Principal
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ELLA
Christ’s School: Richmond
Lowther Primary School: Barnes
Studying: BTEC Level 3 Diploma 
in Sport
Interests: trampolining
Ambition: study sport and 
exercise science at university, 
career in fitness

USEFUL OPEN EVENT 
“I came to an open event 
at the college which was 
really useful. I spoke to 
the teachers in the sports 
department and they 
explained the course in 
detail and really made me 
want to come here.”

Why Choose Us 10 Great Things About 
Richmond Upon Thames College

For over 30 years, Richmond upon Thames College has been the ‘local 6th form’ for students attending the 
Richmond borough schools, as well as a popular choice for students from across London, Surrey and Berkshire.

Today the college has around 3,000 full-time students aged 16-18 years old. It offers these students a very 
broad choice of subjects and qualifications and provides an inclusive, respectful and safe environment. We are 
also one of London’s top performing colleges* and each year we achieve excellent results in both our academic 
and vocational qualifications.

*Jan 2014 – www.education.gov.uk (KS5 courses)

1. Choice of qualifications
We offer a wide range of academic and 
vocational qualifications – from the 
challenging International Baccalaureate 
Diploma to courses designed to meet 
the needs of students with learning 
difficulties. We have qualifications from 
Enrty Level through to Level 4. Our 
curriculum also includes a number of 
qualifications from Apprenticeships 
to technical certificates and diplomas, 
which meet the needs of employers  
and give students the skills required  
for the workplace.

2. Choice of subjects
We offer a wide choice of subjects. 
With over 35 different AS and A 
Levels you can study English, history 
or maths, through to art and design, 
communications and culture and 
languages. Or, if a technical vocational 
qualification is for you, you can study 
business, child care or media through 
to sport, plus many more subjects! We 
also offer Apprenticeships and work 
based learning programmes in different 
subjects including catering, construction 
crafts and IT.

3. One of London’s top 
performing colleges*
Our students achieve consistently 
good results and our Level 3 academic 
students attained the highest average 
point score per student out of all further 
education and tertiary colleges in greater 
London – making us one of London’s top 
performing colleges.  
*Jan 2014 - www.education.gov.uk (KS5 courses)

4. Excellent results
Each year, we achieve excellent results 
in all our academic and vocational 
qualifications, with a considerable number 
of subjects and qualifications achieving 
100% pass rates. Our excellent teaching 
staff and tutors encourage all students 
to make the most of their time at college 
and help them reach their full potential. 

5. International  
Baccalaureate Diploma
We are well established in running this 
highly regarded qualification - our results 
are well above the global pass rate and 
many of our students’ progress to some 
of the world’s top universities. In 2014 
our students achieved an amazing 94% 
pass rate compared to the global pass 
rate of 79%.

6. Outstanding progression  
to higher education
We send over 750 students to higher 
education each year. Students are given 
plenty of advice and support when 
applying to university and we have a 
dedicated advice service for Oxford 
and Cambridge candidates and those 
applying for medicine, dentistry and 
veterinary science. Around 17% of our 
students progress to Russell Group 
universities. We have excellent links 
with a large number of UK universities 
and host an annual Higher Education 
Fair where many universities are 
represented.

7. Employer links 
Many of our vocational courses involve 
a considerable amount of industry 
experience giving students the skills 
needed to go into employment. Over 
the years we have developed good links 
with a number of medium sized and 
large companies that are able to offer 
our students’ work placements. Each 
year, our Careers Centre arranges a 
Work and Training Fair where a range 
of employers and training providers 
promote the opportunities available 
within their organisations.

8. Student services  
and support
We aim to give all students the best 
possible learning experience in an 
environment that actively promotes 
mutual respect. Our student support 
team offers an outstanding and 
comprehensive range of services and 
support. Every student has a personal 
tutor who will help them in all aspects of 
college life and encourage them to get 
the most out of their time with us and 
help them make good decisions about 
their future.

9. Enrichment programme
We offer a varied enrichment 
programme which includes music,  
the partnership scheme, recreational 
sports and Sports Academies and a 
number of clubs and societies. Our aim 
is to offer something for everyone and 
our enrichment activities give students 
the opportunity to meet new people 
and have a great time at college. We 
encourage all our students to take up 
something in addition to their course.

10. College environment  
and facilities
We are located on a single site in 
Twickenham and each year over 3,000 
students choose to study with us. We 
have a number of enviable facilities 
including one of the best library and 
resources centres to be found in 
further education. We offer specialist 
facilities in the performing arts, media, 
art, construction crafts, engineering, 
science, languages, catering and sports 
departments along with an on-site 
sports field, gym and large sports hall.

OPEN EVENTS
If you would like to find out more about us, please come along 
to one of our open events where you will be able to talk to our 
specialist staff about all our subjects and discover for yourself 
what’s great about Richmond upon Thames College. 

OPEN EVENT DATES 

AUTUMN TERM

Saturday 11 October: 9.30am – 1.00pm (last entry 12.30pm)
Wednesday 15 October: 5.00pm – 8.00pm (last entry 7.30pm)
Thursday 13 November: 5.00pm – 8.00pm (last entry 7.30pm)

SPRING TERM

Tuesday 10 February 2015: 5.00pm – 8.00pm (last entry 7.30pm)

Please register your details at www.rutc.ac.uk. Please come along 
with a parent or guardian as we would like them to see the college 
and talk to our specialist staff as well.
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KENNETH
Kingsley Academy: Hounslow
St Theresa’s School: Ghana
Studying: A levels in Biology, 
Chemistry, Maths, Physics
Interests: poetry, playing the 
keyboard
Next step: go to university

LOTS OF SUPPORT
“You get lots of support 
from teachers, tutors and 
even your friends. My 
personal tutor is always 
available to chat to about 
college work or university 
applications and helps with 
any questions I have about 
my course. All the staff here 
are friendly and you never 
feel alone.”

How to Apply
Your interview
Once you ‘Submit’ your online 
application we will arrange an interview 
for you. Don’t worry – we call it an 
interview but it’s more of a chat to go 
through your application and make sure 
that you are on the right course(s). We 
will email you (and text you) to confirm 
a date and time for you to come in for 
a chat and we hope to see you within 
two weeks of your application, although 
this may take longer in busy times. If this 
date and time isn’t suitable, then just let 
us know and we’ll change it (details on 
how to do this will be in the email and 
text). We’ll send you a reminder text a 
couple of days before your appointment 
and another one on the morning of your 
interview – we don’t want you to forget!

When you arrive for your interview, 
you’ll meet with a member of our 
interview team. Feedback says that they 
are very friendly and knowledgeable – 
so we hope you agree. You will be able 
to chat with the interviewer for about 
30 minutes (longer if needed) to make 
sure you receive the best advice on your 
course choices and future pathways.

At the end of your 
interview, you will be given 
the following:

• Offer letter confirming your 
selection which includes the entry 
requirements for each subject. 

• Welcome Pack which gives you loads 
more information about the college 
and what to expect when you  
get here.

• FAQ sheet which will tell you what 
you need to know about changing 
your course choices (you have until 
the end of June 2015) or arranging 
a further meeting with us if you 
need more advice, information about 
universities etc.

Remember, we are here to help you at 
all stages of your student journey!

Richmond Borough Schools
If you attend a Richmond Borough 
school you will have a guaranteed place 
on an appropriate course provided you 
meet all our entry requirements.

Closing date
We do not have a closing date for 
applications but we advise that you 
apply as early as possible during the 
academic year.

Your offer
If we offer you a provisional place during 
your interview it means that, provided 
you meet our entry criteria you will be 
able to start your course in September.

Enrolment
It is essential that you attend a final 
enrolment session prior to starting 
your course – details will be sent to 
you in early August, giving you the date 
and time of your enrolment session. 
Enrolment normally takes place in the 
week of the August bank holiday.

College Life and Support

Student responsibilities
All members of staff strive to ensure 
that our students have the best possible 
learning experience in an environment 
that actively promotes mutual respect. 
In addition, we expect high standards 
of behaviour and co-operation from 
students so that we provide a positive 
working environment for everyone  
who comes here. Our expectations  
are made clear to students at  
enrolment and induction.

Attendance
You have to attend all your classes and 
arrive on time. We have a dedicated 
student attendance officer who has 
responsibility for liaising closely with 
tutors, subject teachers and support 
staff. Students should not take  
holidays during term time. 

Homework and coursework
You will be required to hand in all your 
homework and coursework on time. If 
we have significant concerns, parents/
guardians/carers will be informed.

Information for parents
After the first term we will send a report 
to parents/guardians/carers. This will be 
followed by a progress evening when 
parents/guardians/carers are invited to 
meet our teachers. In addition to the 
report all students will be having regular 
meetings with their personal tutor to 
review their progress and set relevant 
targets. Parents will have regular  
updates through the parent portal.

Key dates
All key dates are available on our website 
(www.rutc.ac.uk) so that parents/guardians 
/carers know what students should 
be bringing home and when.

Parents’ updates
Parents/guardians/carers are invited to 
listen to talks on: 

• Information Evening for new parents

• Higher Education and how to apply

Help is always at hand
There is a large student support team 
which includes personal tutors, student 
advisor, counsellors, student liaison 
officer, careers team and an advice & 
welfare officer. They will be happy to 
help you with any query or problem.

Additional Learning Support
We have a team of experienced staff 
who are available to support students 
with dyslexia, dyspraxia, ASD, ADHD, 
medical needs and other disabilities. 
We are able to provide specialist 
teachers for students with physical, 
visual and hearing impairment. 
We provide workshops, one-to-
one support, in-class support and 
special examination arrangements as 
appropriate. We are able to arrange 
specialist assessments as required. 

Counselling and advice service
Our counsellors offer a confidential 
counselling service where any student 
can go to discuss anything that might 
be worrying them. Students talk to 
counsellors about a wide variety 
of issues including exam stress, 
relationship/family problems, feeling 
depressed or anxious and concerns 
about mental health. The student 
advisor offers advice and information 
on a wide range of practical issues 
including fees, financial hardship and 
benefits and will also try to help with 
any housing difficulties or homeless 
students. The student advisor has 
special responsibility for students who 
are in care and care leavers (more 
information is available on our website). 

Personal tutor and tutorials
Every student will have a personal 
tutor. Your personal tutor will help you 
in all aspects of your life here and will 
support you in reaching your potential, 
to help with your future plans and 
give you support when you need it. 
You will succeed best if you are happy 
in your choice of subjects, are well 
organised and free from worries.

When you first arrive at RuTC your 
personal tutor will help you settle and 
guide you through the induction period 
when you will find out about the layout 
of the campus and about your timetable. 
Your personal tutor monitors your 
attendance, punctuality and progress. 
From then on you see your personal 
tutor regularly with the rest of your  
tutor group. 

Tutorials are an intrinsic part of college 
life. They are an important channel 
of information and give you the 
opportunity to discuss what is going on 
at RuTC and help you make informed 
decisions about your future. You will also 

have a one-to-one interview with your 
personal tutor at least once a term to 
discuss your academic progress during 
which you will discuss your Personal 
Learning Plan. Your personal tutor 
will discuss with you the best way to 
maximise the learning opportunities on 
offer and will oversee all aspects of your 
course and liaise with your teachers to 
ensure that you are always aware of 
what is expected of you. Your personal 
tutor will also help you consider what 
you would like to do when you leave the 
college and will write you a reference 
when you apply for higher education 
or employment. Your personal tutor is 
also someone who will speak to your 
parents about your general progress. 

Student Union
The Student Union Executive 
Committee (SU) is comprised of eight 
students who are democratically elected 
by the student body each March. Any 
student who has good attendance, 
behaviour and punctuality may stand 
for election. The SU manage a budget, 
liaise with college staff on behalf of 
students, represent students’ views at 
meetings, plan events and activities, 
support enrichment activities, and 
promote Learner Voice across college. 
They have an office where students 
can drop in during lunchtimes to 
discuss ideas, concerns, or queries.

Student Governors
Two Student Governors are elected at 
the same time as the SU. The Student 
Governors work closely with the SU, 
and sit on the Governing Board of 
the college. Their role ensures that 
Learner Voice is consistent throughout 
all levels of the college structure.

YOUR APPLICATION 
– 6 EASY STEPS
You can apply online at  
www.rutc.ac.uk/apply2015.  
It’s so easy – just follow 
the 6 easy steps below: 

1. Create an account – you 
will need an email address

2. Select the course(s) you are 
interested in or just select 
Advice Interview if you’re 
not sure. Don’t worry what 
you choose at this stage it 
is just to help us to get the 
right person to meet you 
(see Your interview); you will 
have plenty of opportunity 
to change your mind before 
you start in September 

3. Enter your personal details 
and contact details for your 
parent/guardian (including 
their email address)

4. Enter your current school 
details – once we’ve offered 
you a place, we may contact 
your school for a reference 

5. Tell us a little bit about 
yourself, what do you do 
in your spare time, what 
are your career ambitions 

6. Press ‘Submit‘ at the end, 
and we will send you an 
email immediately to 
confirm we have received 
your application. That’s it 
– you’re now on your way 
to joining one of London’s 
most successful colleges

Apply online
www.rutc.ac.uk/apply2015
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Facilities
Aircraft cabin
Our mock up aircraft cabin offers travel 
and tourism students the opportunity to 
carry out realistic airport, cabin crew and 
customer service role plays. Equipped 
with a combination of business class 
and economy seats, the cabin means 
students get to experience first-hand the 
challenges of working in the industry.

Construction crafts
All construction craft courses are delivered  
in well equipped, purpose built workshops.  
These provide realistic work environments  
which meet industry standards

Language labs
All language students have access to a 
language lab where they improve their 
listening skills by working on audio 
recordings, video clips, film extracts 
and examination materials. All language 
students are timetabled an extra session 
with a conversation class teacher to 
practise speaking in smaller groups.

Learning Resource Centre
The centre contains one of the largest 
and best equipped libraries to be found 
in further education. The arrangement is 
open plan over two floors and includes 
25,000 books, a selection of magazines 
and newspapers and study places for 
200 students. There will always be 
members of staff available to give advice 
and assistance. The centre offers colour 
and black and white photocopying as 
well as colour printing, scanning, binding 
and laminating facilities and a small 
selection of stationery. 

Merits training restaurant
Merits training restaurant at Richmond 
upon Thames College is a fully working 
restaurant providing lunchtime and 
evening menus to the general public 
during term time. Merits provides a 
unique dining experience in bright 
friendly surroundings. With a constantly 
changing menu and astoundingly low 
prices, diners can experience the skills  
of the waiters and chefs of tomorrow. 

Performing arts and media
Our media and performing arts facilities 
are great. Media is supported by a fully 
operational TV studio, photographic 
darkrooms, digital darkrooms, an i-media 
suite for animation and graphics and 
a shared film screening room. The 
performing arts are supported by a 
well-equipped 200 seat theatre with 
intelligent light fixtures and digital sound 
and lighting control. There is a wardrobe 
and props store to support the 50 plus 
productions on stage each year. There 
are two purpose built, mirrored, sprung 
floored dance studios and a smaller 
rehearsal space. The music and music 
technology courses are supported by 
a well-equipped concert hall, rehearsal 
rooms, a classroom for listening and 
composition, two digital recording 
studios and a computer suite with state 
of the art, industry-related software.

Science
The science area has specialist facilities 
with five biology, four chemistry and 
three physics labs all equipped with 
practical resources for teaching  
and learning. In addition, most labs  
have computing facilities linked to  
them for access to online resources  
and project work.

Sports
We have an onsite sports hall, playing 
fields and fitness suite. All students 
are encouraged to participate and 
with our Sports Academies, 14 
competing college teams in a wide 
variety of sports, recreational sport 
and enrichment sessions, we offer 
something for every student. The 
college’s professional coaching and 
support staff will help ensure that 
all students have the opportunity to 
achieve their potential and try the 
amazing range of sports available. 

Technology
We have a well equipped CAD room, 
electrical/electronic/mechanical and 
instrumentation control labs and welding 
and fabrication/heat treatment areas.  
In addition, there is a purpose built  
design technology area which includes  
a CAD suite and fully fitted workshop.

Stay connected!

We have lots of computing 
facilities around the campus 
– in the classrooms, library, 
workshops, labs and  
specialist media suites.

To keep up to date with your 
work, free Wi-Fi is available 
in the student canteen, 
Redwoods Coffee Shop and 
Glades (student common 
area) – bring your laptop or 
tablet and stay connected!

PATRYK
Acton High School: Ealing
Primrose Hill Primary School: 
Camden
Studying: A levels in Computing, 
Design and Technology - 
Product Design (3D),  
Economics, Physics
Interests: kickboxing
Ambition: study at university, 
career in product design or 
computing

FIRST CLASS FACILITIES
“The product design 
facilities are first class and 
we have everything we 
need including a design 
studio, CAD suite and a 
huge workshop with the 
latest laser cutting and 3D 
printing technology. It’s 
great to be taught in such 
state of the art facilities.”
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REBECCA
St Marylebone School: 
Westminster
Brackenbury Primary School: 
Hammersmith
Studying: A levels in Chemistry, 
Communication and Culture, 
English Literature and Modern 
European History
Interests: keeping fit
Enrichment: Black History Month
Ambition: study law at university,  
career as a top lawyer

AN ENJOYABLE SHOW
“The Black History Month 
talent show was really 
enjoyable. The acts were 
really good and the 
audience was involved 
too - making it lots of fun! 
The college puts on loads 
of activities and events 
to keep you entertained. 
They’re a nice break from 
studying and a great 
place to make friends.”

Enrichment – Activities
We encourage all of our students 
to take up something in addition 
to their chosen subjects. Some 
activities lead to nationally 
recognised qualifications, others 
are just for fun! Enrichment 
activities allow you to enhance 
some of your skills whilst meeting 
new people outside of your 
subject areas. Our aim is to offer 
something for everyone so that 
you have a great time at college.

Amnesty International
Amnesty International is a worldwide 
movement of people who campaign 
for internationally recognised human 
rights. Amnesty’s vision is of a world 
in which every person enjoys all of the 
human rights enshrined in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and other 
international human rights standards. 
The RuTC student group, who meet 
weekly, are invited to join national 
events and campaigns, conferences  
and petitions. The group also puts  
on their own awareness raising  
events within college.

Film Club 
Film Club presents a fantastic opportunity  
for students to get together and watch 
films! The group meet once a week in 
our multi-purpose lecture theatre for 
special screenings of classic and modern 
films. You will have the opportunity to 
give your opinions after the screen and 
participate in interesting discussions.

ISOC (Islamic Society)
The Islamic Society meets daily for 
prayers and discussion, and is open to 
all students regardless of faith. ISOC 
organises several events throughout 
the year, including an Islamic awareness 
week that aims to de-mystify Islam and  
answer some frequently asked questions.  
ISOC also do lots of fundraising activities,  
and last year raised an amazing £400  
for Muslim Aid.

Music instrumental and  
singing tuition
Individual and small group tuition is 
available for a wide range of musical 
instruments. You can be entered for the 
appropriate grades of the Associated 
Board of the Royal Schools of Music. A 
fee will be charged for instrumental and 
singing tuition.

Partnership Scheme
This scheme offers students the 
opportunity to carry out voluntary work 
in the Supported Learning department 
of the college during free periods. 
Partners may assist during lunch clubs or 
in lessons. 

Sports Volunteer Programme
We actively seek to develop 
volunteering opportunities across a 
range of areas and we have developed 
good links with:
• Fulham FC Community 

Championships
• London Youth Games – Gamesforce
• London Sport Event Volunteering
• Richmond Leadership Academy
• Youth Sport Trust – Step into Sport

Volunteering will help you develop 
confidence, leadership skills, enhance 
your CV and most importantly it will 
be good fun. All schemes offer training 
and awards depending on how many 
hours you volunteer. Opportunities 
include coaching, event management, 
publicity and officiating. You can choose 
to volunteer at a variety of events at 
local schools, in the community and at 
college, as well as some major London 
events. Volunteering can help you 
into paid work and will enhance your 
university application. 

Recreational Sport
We currently offer a number of sports 
which are available to all students and 
are a good way to meet new people, 
keep fit and have fun! 

• Aerobics
• American Football
• Athletics
• Badminton
• Basketball
• Cardiovascular training
• Circuit training
• Cricket
• Dance
• Female only fitness sessions
• Five-a-side football
• Gymnastics
• Hockey
• Martial arts
• Netball
• O2 Touch rugby
• Rowing
• Rugby
• Table tennis
• Trampolining
• Volleyball
• Weight training
• Yoga
• Zumba

RuTC Gym – free to students 
Students can use the college gym 
for free from Monday to Friday at 
designated times.

SHOUT (LGBT+ Society)
SHOUT runs in partnership with 
Achieving for Children’s Richmond and 
Kingston LGBT+ youth group, and meets 
both at college and at a local youth 
project. This allows members to work 
within RuTC and the wider community, 
and to take part in a variety of activities. 
Last year students contributed to an 
awareness pack that was designed to be 
distributed to borough schools, youth 
clubs, and youth services. Members also 
attended a performance of Wicked to 
celebrate LGBT History Month.
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Enrichment – Courses
Extended Project  
Qualification
The Extended Project Qualification is 
offered to high-performing students 
in the second year of their studies. 
Students taking the course are allocated 
a supervisor and work largely on their 
own. They usually choose a topic which 
they have met in their formal studies 
and then carry out in-depth research 
on it. Most projects are a 4,000-5,000 
word essay, but there is a wide degree 
of latitude, and past projects have 
included a screenplay, works of art, and 
an advertising campaign. The course 
is equivalent to a full AS Level and 
is particularly recommended for any 
student applying to one of the country’s 
top universities as it helps to develop 
independent research skills. 
Assessment:  
practical and written coursework
Exam Board: AQA

Languages
Italian GCSE 
(three sessions a week)

Gain an extra qualification and learn 
something new – come and study Italian 
GCSE. No previous knowledge needed, 
just an interest in the language and a 
commitment to the course.
Exam board: AQA

Mathematics
STEP 
(one hour a week – in lunchtime)

The Sixth Term Examination Paper 
(STEP) is intended for students who 
have a particular ability in mathematics. 
The course is challenging, but also very 
entertaining. If you are considering 
mathematics at university then UCAS 
offers from Cambridge, Imperial College, 
Warwick, Oxford and Bristol will 
typically involve a STEP requirement. 
STEP examinations are taken in the 
second year of the course, classes are 
held at lunchtime once a week and are 
suitable for A Level and IB students. First 
year students studying maths are also 
welcome to attend. 
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: Cambridge University 
Assessment

Science
GCSE Science 

GCSE Science gives students a good 
basic knowledge of science by studying 
a single unit from each of the core 
sciences. Three separate exams are 
taken in biology, chemistry and physics 
together with a controlled assessment. 
It is suitable for students of all abilities 
and the course encourages students 
to understand theoretical concepts 
alongside developing practical  
science skills.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: AQA

Enrichment – Sports 
Academies and Teams

Sports Academies
Our Sports Academies are the perfect 
opportunity for those athletes looking 
to achieve high levels of performance 
alongside their academic courses. 
Students will receive expert coaching 
and sport science support within their 
training and match schedules. The 
Sports Academies are available to 
students who can demonstrate talent in 
one of the sports listed.  

Students have access to top level 
competitions, video and performance 
analysis, tuition in tactics, nutritional 
advice, individual fitness assessments 
and tailor made training programmes. 
Selection is normally by trials at the 
beginning of the year once you have 
enrolled on your academic course. If you 
are interested in applying, please print 
off a form from our academy website, 
www.rutc.ac.uk/sport-academies and 
return to our Sports Administrator.

We run the following academies:
• Basketball – Men’s
• Football Development Squads – 

Men’s or Women’s
• Hockey Development Squad – Mixed
• Netball – Women’s
• Rowing – Mixed
• Rugby – Men’s
• Volleyball – Men’s or Women’s

Two of our sports (volleyball and rowing) 
can accommodate beginners as these 
are often not offered at school.

All academies will follow a training 
and competitive programme including 
the British College Championships. 
Athletes are expected to commit to 
this programme and engage in strength 
and conditioning schedules, possibly 
officiating duties and may be offered 
the opportunity to undertake leadership 
courses. Academy costs will vary 
depending on the individual sport – the 
academy package will be in the region of 
£50 – £150.

SPORTS TEAMS
You can join the following 
teams:
• American Football – 

Men’s
• Basketball –  

Men’s or Women’s
• Football –  

Men’s or Women’s
• Hockey – Men’s or 

Women’s or Mixed
• Netball – Women’s
• Rugby –  

Men’s or Women’s
• Volleyball – Men’s or 

Women’s or Mixed

THOMAS
Hollyfield School: Kingston
Christ Church Primary School: 
Surbiton
Studying: BTEC Level 3  
Diploma in Sport
Interests: football coaching, 
plays for Kew AFC
Enrichment: football academy
Ambition: study sport science at 
university, career as a teacher

STRONG REPUTATION
“I was initially attracted 
to the college because 
of its strong reputation in 
sport. I play for the football 
academy which is great for 
my sporting development 
as it’s a very high level 
and makes the training 
and competitions really 
enjoyable.”
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Sporting Highlights 2013-14

Athletics 
• SESSA Indoor Athletics 

Championships – Boys 400m –  
3rd place

• SESSA Indoor Athletics 
Championships –  Boys 3000m – 
2nd place

• British Colleges London Region – 
Boys Cross Country – 2nd & 4th 
place

Badminton 
• British Colleges Sports London 

Region – Women’s Singles –  
Winners & 2nd place

• British Colleges Sports London 
Region – Women’s Doubles – 
Winners

• British Colleges Sports London region - 
Mixed Doubles – Winners

• British Colleges Sports National 
Championships in Bath – Women’s 
Doubles – 2nd place

Basketball (Men’s)
Academy
• British Colleges Sports London 

Region – Quarter-finalists
• British Colleges Sport London Region 

Division 2 – 4th place

Football (Men’s)
1st X1
• Further Education Colleges Soccer 

League Cup – Semi-finalists
• U19 Colleges Cup, Surrey FA – 

Finalists
• English Schools U18 Colleges Trophy 

– Round 3 of 7
• British Colleges Sports London 

Region – Semi-finalists
A team
• Further Education Colleges Plate – 

Semi-finalists

Football (Girls)
• Surrey FA Army Services Cup –  

Semi-finalists

Football - Supported Learning 
Football Team
• AFMA Every Player Counts (run by 

Brentford FC) – Winners (5th year 
running)

Golf
• British Colleges Sports London 

Region – Winner

Judo
• British Schools Judo Championships 

area trials – Gold
• British Schools National 

Championships – Silver
• Ranked 6th in Great Britain U21’s

Netball
• British Colleges Sport London Region 

Division 1 – 4th place

Rugby
• British Colleges Sports London 

Region – Winners
• British Colleges Sport Plate – Semi-

finalists

Tumbling
• World Champion in November 2013, 

Sophia, Bulgaria in 17-18 age group

Volleyball (Men’s)
• British Colleges Sports London 

Region – Winners

Volleyball (Women’s)
• British Colleges Sports London 

Region – Winners
• British Colleges Sports National 

Championships in Bath – 6th place
• British Colleges National Knock Out 

Cup – Winners
• London Youth Games – Semi-finalists

Volleyball (Mixed)
• South London Adult League, 

promoted from Div 2 to Div 1 mid-
season – 6th place

Careers, Employment  
and Higher Education
Careers Centre
Our Careers Centre is open to all 
students seeking information and advice 
on courses, careers, work or training 
opportunities. The Centre has a wide 
variety of resources including career 
guides, university prospectuses whilst 
careers advisors are available for drop in 
enquiries and personal appointments. 

Choosing a career
All students are encouraged through  
the tutorial system and the Careers 
Centre to make informed decisions  
for their future.

Employability 
Finding and securing employment 
is increasingly competitive. It is very 
important therefore that our students 
are well prepared to enter the job 
market when they leave college. Our 
careers advisors will help students to 
prepare a CV and write covering letters 
to potential employers. They are also 
experienced in guiding students through 
the job application process.

For those students who decide that they 
want to move into work rather than go 
to university there are some excellent 
opportunities available to combine both 
work and training, the most well-known 
being Apprenticeships. Our careers 
advisors will assist students to source 
relevant vacancies using their specialist 
knowledge of industry sectors and 
Apprenticeship providers.

Each year, we invite a number of 
employers and training providers to 
attend our annual Work and Training 
Fair. All students have the opportunity to 
talk to many well-known organisations 
to find out more about working for 
them.

During the year the careers team 
will organise speakers from different 
employment sectors to encourage 
students to think about their future 
career aspirations. 

Going to university?

Choosing the right course to 
study at RuTC
It is important to consider your choice 
of subjects to take at college if you 
have a particular degree or career in 
mind. Some degrees require a certain 
combination of subjects, while others 
are broad based and enable you to start 
the degree without prior knowledge.

What qualifications will you need 
to go to university?
Most universities require Level 3 
qualifications, and accept A Levels, IB 
Diploma or BTEC Extended Diploma. 
Specific entry requirements vary 
considerably from course to course, and 
between universities. GCSE results are 
a guide to universities of your academic 
ability. A core entry requirement is for a 
minimum C grade in GCSE Maths and 
English, and in GCSE Science for some 
degrees.

We hold an annual Higher Education 
Fair. Universities from all over the 
UK attend this fair to give advice to 
students who are thinking about going 
to university. Some career choices will 
involve studying for a degree, and may 
require further professional exams 
to become fully qualified. However 
for many other careers, skill-based 
qualifications and work training 
experience are most valued.

Higher education and 
employment based training  
at RuTC
We offer a range of foundation degrees, 
HND/Cs and Apprenticeships. Further 
information is available on our website, 
www.rutc.ac.uk.

JO-YAN
Orleans Park School: Richmond 
Isleworth Town School: 
Isleworth
Studying: International 
Baccalaureate Diploma
Interests: playing the piano
Next step: study biology or 
English at university

CAREER ADVICE
“Both the teachers and 
tutors are always giving 
advice on the next step in 
your career. We’re regularly 
told about which university 
courses will help in our 
future professions and what 
our employment options 
would be. The Work and 
Training Fair is also a great 
chance to meet employers.”
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SOPHIE
Southfields Community 
College: Wandsworth
Ronald Ross Primary School: 
Southfields
Studying: CACHE Level 3 
Diploma in Child Care and 
Education
Ambition: become a full time 
child care professional

YOU QUICKLY ADAPT 
“The course has taught 
me a lot about a child’s 
early development such as 
why they act in particular 
ways and the best ways to 
support their development. 
Initially, I found the work 
side of things challenging 
but you quickly adapt and 
have the support of your 
teacher and personal tutor.”

Qualifications Explained

Study Programmes
All students in full or part-time 
education aged 16 to 18 will be 
expected to follow a study programme 
tailored to their individual needs, 
education and employment goals, 
including students with learning 
difficulties and/or disabilities. 

Key features:
• They highlight the importance of 

English and maths, and of building 
substantial programmes around well 
recognised vocational qualifications

• They highlight clear opportunities for 
progression

• They should include at least one 
qualification of substantial size which 
offers progression either into higher 
levels of education or into skilled 
employment

• They should include both 
qualification and non–qualification 
activity, including (where appropriate) 
tutorial time and high quality work 
experience or internships

• All students who have not achieved a 
grade C in English and Maths GCSE 
will need to continue these subjects.

International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Level 3
The International Baccalaureate Diploma 
is an internationally recognised broad 
based qualification offered as an 
alternative to A Levels which prepares 
students for university. Its reputation 
for rigorous assessment gives Diploma 
holders access to the world’s leading 
universities. It is a demanding two year 
course designed for highly motivated 
students aged 16–18. Students study 
6 curriculum subjects plus Theory of 
Knowledge, the Creativity, Action, 
Service programme and an extended 
original research essay. The pass mark 
is 24 points out of a possible 45. The 
UCAS tariff awards 720 points to the 
top IB score of 45.

In order to progress to year 2 you will 
need to have attended regularly and 
punctually and completed all your 
homework and coursework during year 
1 and to have demonstrated that you 
are serious about your studies.

A Level reform
AS and A Levels General Certificates  
of Education (GCEs) Level 3
From September 2015, the Government 
is introducing major changes to the 
delivery and assessment of AS Levels 
and A Levels.  Most subjects will change 
at this time, however, some subjects will 
continue under their current delivery 
model (AS/A2 Levels) for another year. 
This reform is a national Government 
initiative which aims to better equip 
students for university and employment.

AS Levels
AS Levels will be completed in one year 
and are freestanding qualifications (ie 
they will not contribute to your overall 
A Level grade).  AS Levels will be linear 
qualifications – this means that they will 
be assessed at the end of the course (end 
of year). AS Levels are graded A* - E.

A Levels
A Level qualifications are completed 
over two years. A Levels will be linear 
qualifications – this means that they will 
be assessed at the end of the course 
(end of second year). AS Level grades 
will not contribute to the final overall 
grade. Most A Levels will be assessed 
through exams only – however, some 
subjects will be assessed with up to 
20% coursework (only in subjects where 
there is recognition that certain skills 
cannot be assessed in an exam). A Levels 
are graded A* - E.

AS/A2 Levels
A number of subjects will continue 
under their current format until 2016. 
Students will study the AS Level in their 
first year and may progress to the A2 
Level in their second year (dependent 
on first year achievement).  The marks 
attained at the AS Level will contribute 
towards the final overall grade. AS/A2 
Levels are graded A* - E.

Progression from AS Level to A 
Level (or A2 Level)
Progression will not be automatic – it 
will depend of several factors. You 
will need to have attended regularly 
and punctually and completed all your 
homework/coursework during the year. 
You will need to have demonstrated 
that you are serious about your studies 
and you will need to have obtained an 
appropriate grade in the AS exam.

BTEC/CACHE/C&G/UAL 
Qualifications Level 3 
All Extended Diplomas consist of 18 
units (except UAL=14 units) and are 
equivalent to 3 A Levels, the Diploma 
has 12 units and is equivalent to 2 
A Levels, the Subsidiary Diploma 
has 6 units and is equivalent to 1 A 
Level. They attract the same UCAS 
points as traditional A Levels but are 
graded Distinction, Merit or Pass. 
Unlike A Levels these courses are 
geared towards particular career 
paths. They are an excellent choice 
if you are sure of your career plans, 
prefer a more practical approach to 
studying and have found difficulty in 
demonstrating your true potential in 
traditional examinations. These courses 
allow you to research, investigate and 
present your findings. The method of 
assessment is via internally assessed 
portfolios which could consist of 
reports, practical observations, 
drawings and production of objects.

Progression from 1st to 2nd year 
This will depend on your performance 
throughout the year. You will need to be 
up to date with all your coursework of 
which there is a considerable amount. 
In order to progress to year 2 you will 
need to have attended regularly and 
punctually and to have demonstrated 
that you are serious about your studies. 
Your teachers will need to be sure that 
you have coped with all aspects of the 
course. Towards the end of the first year 

you will have your progress reviewed to 
ascertain your suitability for continuing 
with the Extended Diploma course 
or alternatively being transferred to a 
Diploma programme. 

GCSE Pathway Level 2
We also offer a GCSE Pathway 
programme which is a one year intensive 
course designed to enable students who 
narrowly missed their GCSE passes at 
grade C and are unsure which vocational 
Level 2 course to choose.

BTEC/CACHE/C&G/UAL 
Qualifications Level 2 and 1
If you have not achieved 5 GCSEs 
at grade C there are several levels of 
vocational courses available to you, 
depending on the grades you have 
achieved. These one year courses are 
also geared more towards a specific area 
of employment. They rely heavily on 
coursework and assignments which will 
be set regularly throughout the year.

Progression to the next level
All vocational courses are designed 
for progression. You will need to have 
attended regularly and punctually 
and completed all your homework 
and coursework during the year. If 
you meet college criteria from your 
programme you can progress from a 
Level 1 Diploma to a Level 2 Diploma 
and then on to a Level 3 Diploma/
Extended Diploma. From these you 
may gain entry to university for a 
degree, foundation degree or HND 
course. In fact many of our students 
have followed this route, arriving 
at college with disappointing GCSE 
results but successfully completing all 
levels through to university entry.

Construction Crafts and Catering 
Diplomas/NVQs/VRQs  
Level 3, 2, 1
These courses are generally practical 
and designed to prepare you for work 
of a vocational nature. Students usually 
go straight into a job from college, 
although it is possible to move on to 
another course provided you have 
the entry qualifications. Assessments 
are mainly practical or portfolio based 
although there are some short answer 
tests. Functional skills will be taught and 
assessed during the course.

Entry Level and Supported 
Learning Courses
These courses are designed to give 
you the confidence and practical skills 
for work – or to move on to a higher 
level course in college. Entry level 
students will also study the Basic Skills 
qualification in numeracy and literacy.

IB diploma points UCAS tariff points A level equivalent

45 top mark  720 over 5 A Levels at grade A*

38  567 over 4 A Levels at grade A*

32  435 over 3 A Levels at grade A*

24 pass mark  260 over 2 A Levels at grade A

English and Maths

Any student not possessing 
GCSE English or Maths at 
a grade C or above will 
study these subjects at an 
appropriate level alongside 
their other courses.  
The reason for this is that 
English and maths enable 
students to develop skills 
that allow them to access 
information in a variety of 
formats. This is vital when 
studying or in employment.
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LEVEL WHAT YOU 
CAN STUDY

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS WHAT NEXT?

Level 3 International 
Baccalaureate 
Diploma 

Average points score of 
5.5.

Higher Education 
OR
Employment

Level 3 4 x AS/A or 
AS/A2 Levels

Average points score of  
5, 5.5, 5.75, 6 – depends 
on subject.  
See individual entry

Higher Education 
OR
Employment

Level 3 BTEC / 
CACHE / 
C&G / UAL 
qualifications

5 GCSEs at grade A*-C or 
Distinction/Merit/A*-C on 
a Level 2 diploma.
See individual entry

Higher Education 
OR
Employment

Level 2 GCSE 
Pathway

4 GCSEs at grade D or 
above, including English 
and Maths at grade D.

Level 3 course
OR
Employment

Level 2 BTEC / 
CACHE / 
C&G / UAL 
qualifications

4 GCSES at grade D or a 
Level 1 diploma at pass 
with English GCSE at 
grade D.
See individual entry

Level 3 BTEC / CACHE / 
C&G / UAL course
OR
Employment

Level 1 BTEC / 
CACHE  
qualifications

4 GCSES as grade E-F 
including English and 
Maths at grade E.
See individual entry

Level 2 BTEC / CACHE / 
C&G / UAL course
OR
Employment

Entry 
Level 1, 
2, 3

Various 
courses

Successful interview. Dependent on progress

GCSE grade Points

A* 8

A 7

B 6

C 5

D 4

E 3

F 2

G 1

1 x vocational 
qualification 
(equivalent to 2 
x GCSEs) 

10

Course Entry Requirements

Average points score
The average points score for 
entry on to the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma or AS/A 
or AS/A2 Levels will be calculated 
from: your best 8 GCSEs OR your 
best 6 GCSEs and a maximum of 1 
vocational qualification.

Each GCSE grade is allocated points. 
Points are totalled and divided by 
the relevant number of GCSEs – this 
gives your average points score.

Points are calculated  
as follows:

These are general minimum entry requirements. Some courses require GCSEs in specific 
subjects and grades and many courses require English/maths at specific grades. 

Please check individual course entries pages 20–59.

You will need a reference which we feel is satisfactory and shows a good record of 
attendance, punctuality and conduct and a commitment to study.

Level 3 – Foundation 
Diploma in Art and Design
page 20

Level 3 – International  
Baccalaureate Diploma
page 21

Level 3 – AS/A or  
AS/A2 Levels
page 22
Architecture
Biology
Business Applied
Chemistry
Communication and Culture
Computing
Design and Technology – Product 
 Design (3D Design)
Drama and Theatre Studies
Economics
English Language
English Language and Literature
English Literature
Film Studies
Fine Art
French
Further Mathematics
Geography
German
Government and Politics –  
 Global Politics
Government and Politics –  
 Political Ideologies
Graphic Communication
History – Early Modern
History – Modern American  
 and World
History – Modern European
Mathematics
Media Studies
Philosophy and Ethics 
Photography
Physical Education
Physics
Psychology
Sociology
Spanish
Textile Art and Design
World Development

Level 3 – additional courses 
(AS and A Level equivalent 
qualifications):
page 36
Applied Law
Financial Studies
Music Technology – Production
Performing Arts (Dance)
Extended Project Qualification

Level 3 – Diplomas and 
Extended Diplomas
page 38
Applied Science
Art and Design – 3D Design
Art and Design – Fine Art
Art and Design – Graphic Design
Art and Design – Fashion and Textiles
Business
Child Care and Education
Construction and the Built  
 Environment
Creative Media Production  
 (Animation and Visual Effects)
Creative Media Production  
 (Television and Film)
Engineering – Electrical/Electronic
Engineering – Mechanical
Health and Social Care
Information Technology
Music
Music Technology
Performing Arts (Acting)
Performing Arts (Dance)
Sport Development, Coaching  
 and Fitness
Sports and Exercise Science
Travel and Tourism

Level 2 – GCSE Pathway
page 45

Level 2 – Certificates, 
Extended Certificates and 
Diplomas
page 46
Art and Design
Business
Introducing Caring for Children  
 and Young People
Creative Digital Media Production
Engineering
IT – Creative IT
IT Support
Performing Arts (Acting)
Sport 
Travel and Tourism

Level 1 – Diplomas
page 49
Art, Design and Media
Caring for Children
IT
Sport and Active Leisure

Entry Level Courses
page 51
Life Skills
Project SEARCH –  
 Supported Internships
Progression
Skillwise

Skills for Work – 
Apprenticeships and 
qualifications for the 
workplace (various levels)
page 53
Apprenticeships
Construction Crafts – Carpentry  
 and Joinery
Construction Crafts – Bench Joinery
Construction Crafts – Plumbing
Creative and Digital Media
Creative IT
IT Support
Professional Cookery
Sport and Recreation
Sporting Excellence – Rowing

Courses at a glance
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Foundation Diploma in Art 
and Design (Pre BA) Level 3

Foundation Diploma in Art and Design (UALAB)
The Foundation Diploma in Art and 
Design is a pivotal qualification which 
provides a transition from general 
education to specialist art and design 
education. You will be encouraged 
to become more experimental and 
risk taking in your approach, develop 
your thinking and ideas and it will 
open you up to new ways of working 
with materials and techniques. You 
will also be expected to consider your 
‘studentship’; these are the personal 
study skills required to make you a 
success. It will enable you to make an 
informed decision if you wish to apply to 
art and design higher education, prepare 
you for work/Apprenticeship or broaden 
your outlook and skills if you wish to 
complete it prior to a degree in  
another field. 

The course introduces you to a wide 
range of areas within art and design. 
The first part of the course is structured 
so you experience a diverse range of 
approaches, media and materials related 
to the following pathways before 
choosing your specialist area.

Art Pathway: fine art, photography
Communications Pathway:  graphic 
design, illustration, animation, film
Design Pathway:  fashion, textiles, 
3D object design, 3D spatial design: 
architecture, interior and theatre/ 
costume design

Once you have chosen your pathway, 
you will create personal art and 
design work in an experimental 
and investigatory way, using high 
levels of evaluation, research and 
contextualisation to underpin the 
development of your work. You will 
get access to specialist workshops 
in printmaking, ceramics and 3D 
design to enable you to develop 
your practical skills. You will also take 
part in a number of exhibitions and 
presentation scenarios to prepare you 
for higher education interviews or work. 
There will be teaching staff available 
at all times and you will be assigned a 
personal tutor from the course team 
who will oversee your progress.

Assessment: at the end of each of the 
three stages, with a final major project at 
the end of the course
Exam Board: University of the Arts 
London (UAL)
Fees: for students aged 19-23  
fees are £2,395

The course enables students to pursue 
a broader range of academic subjects 
and to develop their study, creative 
and social skills to levels that constitute 
an ideal preparation for university life. 
This two year pre-university course 
is designed for highly motivated, 
intellectually and culturally enquiring 
students aged 16 to 18. The programme, 
now in its fourth decade, has earned 
a reputation for rigorous assessment 
and gives International Baccalaureate 
Diploma holders access to the world’s 
leading universities. You will be assessed 
and examined in six subjects, one from 
each of the following groups:

Group 1 – English and World Literature

Group 2 –  French, German, Italian or 
Spanish

Group 3 –  History, Psychology or 
Economics

Group 4 –  Environmental Systems and 
Societies

Group 5 –  Mathematics or Mathematics 
Studies

Group 6 –  Visual Arts or a 2nd subject 
from groups 2, 3 or 4.

There are also 3 core elements:
• Theory of Knowledge (TOK), 

combining and reflecting on all the 
other subjects;

• Creativity, Action and Service (CAS), 
which develops the individual 
creatively and as a participating 
member of the community;

• 4,000 word, personally chosen 
research essay.

Assessment: ongoing, with final exams 
at the end of the second year

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
You will need at least one of the following:
• One A Level supported by 3 GCSE grades A*-C. A reasonable 

standard of English and mathematics must be in evidence.

• A BTEC National Diploma/Extended Diploma Level 3  
in a creative subject.

• A combination of vocational qualifications and AS/A2 Levels 
supported by appropriate previous accredited achievement. 

• International Baccalaureate Diploma.

• For mature students - a portfolio of work which demonstrates 
evidence of having achieved a standard which will enable you 
to benefit from the course.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
Average points score of 5.5. See key on page 18
The International Baccalaureate Diploma is an internationally 
recognised qualification valued by universities throughout the 
UK as a sophisticated and challenging alternative to AS/A Levels. 
Its reputation for rigorous assessment gives Diploma holders 
access to the world’s leading universities. It is a demanding two 
year course designed for highly motivated students aged 16–18. 
Students study 6 curriculum subjects plus Theory of Knowledge 
(TOK), the Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) programme and an 
extended original research essay. The pass mark is 24 points out 
of a possible 45. The UCAS tariff awards 720 points to the top IB 
score of 45. 

Places for mature students 
are based on an assessment 
of their creative abilities and 
not necessarily on academic 
qualifications. Students from 
other specialist pathways who 
wish to re-route themselves can 
also apply with a limited portfolio; 
individual support will be given 
before the student enters the 
course. All other students will 
need to present a portfolio at 
interview which demonstrates 
their visual experiences.

International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Level 3

IB INFORMATION 
EVENING DATES
Please come along to  
find out more:

AUTUMN TERM

Wednesday 5 November:  
7.30pm – 9.00pm
SPRING TERM

Wednesday 4 March:  
7.30pm – 9.00pm

In 2014 our students achieved a 94% pass rate
Global pass rate 79%

MOBEEN
Teddington School: Richmond
Trafalgar Junior School: 
Twickenham
Studying: International 
Baccalaureate Diploma
Enrichment: tutor group rep, 
Oriel College essay prize winner
Ambition: attend a top Russell 
Group university, career as a 
journalist or teacher

FULFILLING AND 
REFRESHING
“The IB is so well 
rounded and covers 
truly international topics. 
What’s surprised me is 
how advanced everything 
is academically – it really 
is fulfilling and refreshing. 
There’s a high degree of 
freedom in our lessons in 
terms of interpretation and 
criticism, and the way we 
approach learning feels 
holistic yet very focussed.”
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AS/A & AS/A2 Levels  
GCE Level 3

Architecture
AS/A Level 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5 (see page 18) including 
English and Maths GCSE at grade C and 
an enthusiasm for drawing.

This course is about the design of 
buildings and landscape. It mainly 
involves study of existing architecture 
– both historical and modern – but you 
also have the opportunity to do some 
design work of your own. You will learn 
about the formal qualities of architecture 
– space, structure, style – and about the 
historical and cultural influences behind 
it. The work that you do will be partly 
written, but mainly practical – drawing, 
model making, photography and there 
will be plenty of study trips. The course 
combines aspects of art, technology 
and history and complements study 
in virtually any other field. It will be 
an excellent choice if you are thinking 
of going on to study architecture at 
university and it will provide you with a 
useful portfolio of work. (Syllabus title: 
Art and Design - Critical & Contextual 
Studies)
Assessment: exams and coursework
Exam Board: OCR

Biology
AS/A Level  

MINIMUM REQUREMENTS – average 
points score of 5.5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C and 
Maths GCSE at grade B. Biology grade B 
if studied as a separate science or grade 
BB in Double Science and a genuine 
interest in developing your skills as an 
investigative scientist in the context of life 
sciences.

Biology is an exciting and challenging 
subject. During the AS year, you will 
learn the basic concepts of biology 
ranging from how the body works, 
how diet and lifestyle affect health and 
how diseases affect the human body. 
You will explore the variety of living 
organisms around you and appreciate 
the importance of maintaining biological 
diversity. In the second year, you will 
learn more human biology such as 
physiology, neurobiology and genetics. 
You will be able to explore advances in 
medicine and up to date technologies in 
the diagnosis and treatment of human 
diseases. Throughout the course you will 
have the opportunity to carry out many 
interesting experiments to develop your 
practical skills. It is a fast paced course 
with concepts that will challenge and 
inspire you.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: AQA

Business Applied
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5 (see page 18) including 
English and Maths GCSE at grade C.

Wondering what the world of business 
is about? Look no further. Through 
a combination of coursework and 
exams this course offers you the 
chance to investigate it and apply 
your classroom knowledge to real 
businesses. The course covers the key 
areas of business life in the 21st century 
including marketing, human resources, 
e-commerce, promotion and customer 
service. You will learn about these areas 
through a combination of lectures, role 
plays, visits, presentations, group work 
activities and trips to see real businesses 
in operation. All units will offer the 
opportunity to investigate companies 
outside the classroom environment. 
As half of the units are coursework 
based you will learn life skills such as 
research and time management, which 
will help prepare you for university or 
employment.
Assessment: 60% coursework: 40% 
exams
Exam Board: WJEC

Chemistry
AS/A Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5.5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C and 
Maths GCSE at grade B. Chemistry grade 
B if studied as a separate science or 
grade BB in Double Science.

Chemistry is the study of the materials 
of the world that we live in including 
our own bodies, what they are made 
of and how they interact. The course 
looks at the work of chemists and the 
production of more effective medicines, 
less polluting energy, dyes for printers 
and even more efficient sports clothing.  
Analytical chemistry is valuable in 
protecting health and fighting crime 
and the alarm for environmental issues 
such as ozone layer depletion and global 
warming was raised by chemists. We 
have four chemistry laboratories where 
you will carry out synthesis reactions 
and analytical techniques.  We also 
visit the National Gallery to see how 
materials created by chemists have been 
used to create great art and how the 
expertise of chemists is used to keep the 
paintings in good condition.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: AQA

Communication and Culture
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5 (see page 18) including 
English GCSE at grade C.

In this subject you will explore 
fascinating questions of human 
communications. What signals do 
we ‘give off’ through our clothes and 
our body language? What is effective 
verbal communication? How do groups 
communicate? How do companies try to 
manipulate us through visual designs so 
that we buy their products or go to their 
events? What about culture? Is opera 
better than hip-hop? Is ballet better than 
street dancing? Is Radio 1 better than 
Classic FM? Is youth culture important? 
These questions are at the heart of this 
subject. You will investigate your own 
cultural identity, as well as the culture 
and communication of society at large. 
While there is a clear connection to 
public relations, marketing, journalism 
and management, this subject is  
relevant to every career.  
Assessment: 50% coursework: 50% 
exams
Exam Board: AQA

We offer a choice of 35 different A Levels – below  
is a brief description for each subject, more details 
are available on our website. The minimum entry 
requirements are listed under each subject. For more 
details on all our courses, please visit www.rutc.ac.uk.

YOUSSAF
Orleans Park School: Richmond
Ivybridge Primary School: 
Isleworth
Studying: A levels in English 
Language and Literature, 
German, Government and 
Politics and Modern European 
History
Interests: volunteering, reading, 
football
Enrichment: student rep for 
history
Next step: study law at university

ENGAGING LESSONS 
“I’m especially enjoying 
history because I like 
learning about British 
politics. The lessons are 
very engaging and the 
teachers are really helpful. 
I’ve particularly enjoyed 
watching documentaries on 
historical events.”



2524 16–18 Year Olds Course Guide | 2015-16 AS/A & AS/A2 Levels

DANIELA
Notre Dame School: Southwark
John Ruskin Primary School: 
Camberwell
Studying: A levels in Biology, 
Chemistry, Maths and 
Psychology
Interests: music, dancing, 
playing the piano
Enrichment: student rep for 
maths, volunteer at Kings 
College Hospital
Next step: study medicine at 
university

INTERESTING INSIGHTS
“I’m really enjoying 
psychology at the moment. 
It gives us an insight into 
people and why people 
do what they do which I 
find very interesting. I also 
enjoyed studying the human 
memory as it gave us tips 
on how to revise for exams!”

Computing
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5.5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C and 
Maths GCSE at grade B.

This course is aimed at students who 
want to understand how computers 
work and want to gain skills in 
programming them. With computers 
used in virtually every aspect of modern 
life, it is not surprising that the course 
is an excellent choice for those who see 
their eventual careers in computing – or 
those who enjoy problem solving and 
want to be able to exploit computers 
in other fields. This course will include 
practical training in a programming 
language such as VB.NET and will use 
the language to create programs. In 
the second year you will carry out a 
project of your own choice – analysing 
requirements and then designing, 
programming and testing a system. 
Alongside this, the theory work will 
make sure you understand the basics of 
hardware, software and communications 
which together form the basis of 
computer systems.
Assessment: 25% coursework 
(externally checked): 25% online exam 
using programming work done before 
the exam: 50% theory exams
Exam Board: AQA

Design and Technology: 
Product Design  
(3D Design)
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5 (see page 18) including 
English and Maths GCSE at grade C.

3D Design is an enormously satisfying 
career. You have an idea, and with 
the use of tools, models (in a range of 
materials) and computers, it comes to 
life. Think about the objects that you 
like: your mobile phone, the car you 
yearn, the building you admire. All of 
these products have been designed in 
3D. As a 3D designer you are at the 
crossroads of a number of skills and 
you will use these skills in order to 
create several products or concepts. 
The course encourages you to take a 
broad view of design and technology, 
to develop your capacity to design and 
make products, and to appreciate the 
complex relationship between design, 
materials, manufacture and marketing.
Assessment: 50% portfolio: 50% exams
Exam Board: AQA

Drama and Theatre Studies
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5 (see page 18) including 
English and Drama GCSE at grade C. 

Whilst studying Drama and Theatre 
Studies you will explore and experiment 
with how drama and theatre are made 
and presented to an audience. Over the 
two years of study you will be required 
to work as a director, performer and/
or designer. In each role you will be 
required to interpret play texts for 
performance, study influential theatre 
practitioners, devise your own work and 
review theatre productions. The course 
is jam-packed and great fun – you will 
work hard and play hard. You need to be 
organised and committed and aware that 
we go on compulsory evening trips to 
the theatre and rehearse some evenings 
near to production time.
Assessment: 40% practical exams: 60% 
written exams
Exam Board: AQA

Economics
AS/A Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5.5 (see page 18) 
including English and Maths  
GCSE at grade C.

This course covers wide ranging 
questions of importance to modern 
societies. Topics will include how to deal 
with environmental pollution, transport 
problems and inequality between 
individuals and nations. At AS Level 
you will learn how a market economy 
works and what problems it has. You 
will discover how governments try to 
influence markets and the economy and 
how successful they are. In the second 
year you will learn more about different 
types of markets such as the labour 
market and markets for leisure services. 
There is also a unit looking at the global 
economy and the UK’s place within 
it. Questions about trade, levels of 
economic development and globalisation 
will be examined, particularly in the 
light of recent and future world events. 
Economics is a highly regarded subject 
that teaches valuable disciplines and 
can lead to a wide range of careers 
in business, finance, government and 
public services.
Assessment: exams and coursework
Exam Board: OCR

English Language
AS/A Level 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 5 (see page 18)  
including English GCSE at grade B.

You will need to have an interest in 
practical and theoretical approaches 
to written and spoken English and be 
systematic and analytical. A key part 
of the AS year is the study of language 
structures, word choices and grammar. In 
the first year of this course you will learn 
to see how language can be categorised 
according to the way it is spoken or 
written as well as who it is for and why, 
and you will also create and analyse 
texts of your own. In addition, you will 
study how our cultural values influence 
language according to gender, power 
and technology. In the second year you 
will learn about how children learn to 
speak, read and write and study historical 
changes since 1700 to the present day. 
You will also have the opportunity to 
develop a topic of particular interest in 
depth as a language investigation study 
for the coursework unit, coupled with an 
informative media text.
Assessment: exams and coursework
Exam Board: AQA
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English Language  
and Literature
AS/A Level 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5 (see page 18) including 
English and English Literature GCSE  
at grade C.

You will find this course builds on 
your GCSE experience of reading and 
creating a wide range of texts. We read 
three texts in each year – novels, plays 
and poetry. We also read some non-
fiction eg journalism and travel writing. 
Most of the texts studied are modern. 
The study of spoken language is an 
important element of this course. You 
will use your creativity and develop the 
skills needed to write in a wide range of 
styles for different purposes as well as 
write analytical essays about the texts 
studied. English Language and Literature 
combines well with many other subjects, 
especially the humanities, performance 
and media.
Assessment: exams and coursework
Exam Board: AQA

English Literature
AS/A Level 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5 (see page 18) including 
English and English Literature GCSE  
at grade C.

Story, character, theme; memorable 
statements and images; moral and 
social significance; beauty and truth 
– literature offers all of these. On this 
course you will explore twelve works 
of literature or critical writing about 
literature, including a Shakespeare play 
and poetry, novels and drama from 
older and more modern periods. You 
will extend your skills and enjoyment 
of literary appreciation through close 
reading of individual poems and prose 
passages. A strong element of the course 
will be comparing how different texts 
handle the same theme, how different 
readers have interpreted these texts 
and how different historical and social 
conditions affect the ways texts are 
written and read. Throughout the course 
you will have considerable freedom in 
your choice of coursework topics.
Assessment: exams and coursework
Exam Board: OCR

Film Studies
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C.

Film Studies is designed to deepen 
your understanding and appreciation 
of film, building on the knowledge you 
already have. You will study how films 
make meaning, both through theoretical 
analysis and practical work. You will also 
study how films are produced as well as 
the messages and values that different 
films convey. Using a range of examples 
you will develop skills of observation, 
critical analysis and personal response. 
Film Studies provides an excellent 
preparation for both academic and 
practical higher education courses.
Assessment: 40% coursework:  
60% exams
Exam Board: WJEC

Fine Art
AS/A Level 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5 (see page 18) including 
English GCSE at grade C and Art at grade 
B plus a strong portfolio.

You will be encouraged to explore 
various skills and techniques through 
drawing, painting, printing, 3D and 
textile work in the portfolio element 
of this course. While sketchbooks are 
vital, you are challenged to develop 
your creative potential through creative 
making and development work. 
Alongside skills in art and design you 
will be encouraged to maximise your 
creative potential by developing your 
own personal responses to concepts 
and ideas. The meanings and purposes 
behind artworks and artefacts are also 
an integral part of the course. You will 
contextualise your work via the study 
of artists which is supported by visits 
to museums, galleries and exhibitions. 
In your second year, you will choose 
your own project for research which is 
supported and directed by the teacher. 
This will include sketchbook work as 
well as portfolio and outcomes. You will 
be encouraged to work on large scale 
work which could be installation work, 
painting, printing, 3D or textiles and any 
form of mixed media. Throughout the 
course your individuality is encouraged 
at all times. Students may progress to 
degrees in art and design via our full 
time Foundation Diploma in Art and 
Design.
Assessment: exams and coursework
Exam Board: WJEC

French
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5.5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C and 
French at grade B.

You will continue to develop the skills 
of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing at a higher level which will 
involve expressing opinions, interpreting, 
analysing and evaluating. The course 
includes a wide range of topics relating 
to current and social events, the 
cultural background of France as well 
as studying French cinema. All groups 
have some sessions timetabled each 
week in the language laboratories and 
one session with the foreign language 
assistant. The course includes a week of 
study in France and/or work experience 
organised through an external 
educational agency. If you want to study 
French at university you will need to 
take the AS/A2 Level but a language at 
AS Level is a valuable asset to combine 
with any other programme of study.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: WJEC

Geography
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5 (see page 18) including 
English and Maths GCSE at grade C.

Why do hurricanes occur? What 
is ‘quality of life’ and how can it be 
improved? How do conflicts impact on 
people? How has London benefited from 
the 2012 Olympics? How should natural 
systems best be managed? Questions 
like these reflect the way people with 
varying wealth, skills and backgrounds 
interact with their environments, both 
natural and built, and with each other. 
If you are interested in what is going 
on in the world around you then come 
and study geography. Working with 
others, and independently, you will be 
thoroughly prepared for the exams. You 
will be learning by experience, through 
lectures and fieldwork.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: AQA

JAMAL
Orleans Park School: Richmond
Crane Park Primary School: 
Feltham
Studying: A levels in Computing, 
Economics, Maths, Further 
Maths and STEP Mathematics
Enrichment: Freshers’ Fair, 
Islamic Society
Ambition: study maths at a 
Russell Group university

A LOVE OF MATHS
“I really enjoy my further 
maths classes because 
I have them eight times 
a week and get on well 
with my classmates. 
We all share the same 
love of maths, bringing 
us closer together and 
making the lessons really 
enjoyable. The teachers 
do everything they can to 
help us get top grades.”
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German
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5.5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C  
and German at grade B.

You will continue to develop the skills 
of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing at a higher level which will 
involve expressing opinions, interpreting, 
analysing and evaluating. The course 
includes a wide range of topics relating 
to current and social events and the 
cultural background of Germany. All 
groups have some periods timetabled 
each week in the language laboratories 
and one period with the foreign 
language assistant. We offer educational 
visits and/or work experience as part of 
the course. If you want to study German 
at university you will need to take the 
AS/A2 Level but a language at AS Level 
is a valuable asset to combine with any 
other programme of study. Viel Glück 
und viel Spass beim Deutschlernen!
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: OCR

Government and Politics – 
Global Politics
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5.5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C.

Politics is about power – who gets it, 
how much they have and how they are 
restrained. At AS Level you will study the 
UK governmental system covering such 
topics as elections, parties, pressure 
groups, parliament, civil liberties and  
the constitution. 
In the second year you will study global 
politics. This will include areas such 
as conflict, war and terrorism, poverty 
and development, environmental 
issues and human rights. We have a 
trip to the House of Commons and 
have regular outside speakers such 
as local MPs. You must be prepared 
to keep up to date with current 
affairs through the quality media. 
Politics is very useful for university 
and for careers in many areas such as 
journalism, law and public service.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: Edexcel

Government and Politics – 
Political Ideologies
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5.5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C.

Politics is about power – who gets it, 
how much they have and how they 
are restrained. At AS Level you will 
study the UK governmental system 
covering such topics as elections, 
parties, pressure groups, parliament, 
civil liberties and the constitution. 
In the second year you will study 
political ideologies such as socialism, 
liberalism, conservatism, ecologism, 
anarchism, nationalism and feminism. 
We have a trip to the House of 
Commons and have regular outside 
speakers such as local MPs. You must be 
prepared to keep up to date with current 
affairs through the quality media. Politics 
is very useful for university and for 
careers in many areas such as journalism, 
law and public service.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: Edexcel

Graphic Communication
AS/A Level 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5 (see page 18) including 
English GCSE at grade C and Art/Graphic 
Design at grade B plus a strong portfolio.

This exciting course offers you the 
opportunity to develop your creative 
potential as a graphic designer or 
illustrator through a wide area of study. 
From children’s books, packaging 
and promotion to fashion magazines, 
animation, new media and branding. On 
this course you will be taught the design 
process through a series of tutorials, 
lectures and practical workshops 
in design, drawing, illustration and 
typography. We want you to be creative, 
to be inspired by the exercises set in 
the scheme of work, to try new ways 
of image making and experiment with 
a wide range of different materials. 
You will gain skills in Photoshop and 
InDesign. Each year you will go on a 
number of trips to enhance critical and 
contextual studies along with research 
trips for inspiration. Students may 
progress to degrees in art and design via 
our full time Foundation Diploma in Art 
and Design.
Assessment: exams and coursework
Exam Board: WJEC

HOLLY
Waldegrave School for 
Girls: Twickenham
Archdeacon Cambridge’s C 
of E School: Twickenham
Studying: A levels in 
Geography, Geology, 
Graphic Communication 
and Design and Technology 
- Product Design (3D)
Interests: volunteering, art
Ambition: study graphic 
design at university, career 
as a professional designer

CREATIVE FLAIR
“I’m learning new 
techniques and skills 
everyday and have the 
freedom to use my creative 
flair on my projects. I 
am also surrounded by 
experienced and talented 
teachers who push me 
to do my best which is a 
great confidence boost. 
There are also a number 
of amazing trips that are 
all really interesting and 
a great experience.”
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History – Early Modern
AS/A Level 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C.

This course will cover key developments 
in both British and French History from 
1485-1815. The course will cover the 
English Tudor dynasty from 1485 and 
Henry VII’s victory at Bosworth, through 
the eventful reign of his son Henry VIII 
and the death of Elizabeth I in 1603. 
The course will cover an event which 
ushered in the modern world – the 
French Revolution. This will cover 
the period 1774, through to the 
revolutionary period up to Napoleon’s 
final defeat in 1815. The second year 
coursework option will cover the English 
Civil war of the 1640s.
Assessment: exams and coursework
Exam Board: AQA

History – Modern American
AS/A Level 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 5 (see page 18)  
including English GCSE at grade C.

This course will cover a broad sweep of 
American History from its reunification 
after Civil War to its development into 
the colossus that we see in modern 
times. The course will cover America 
from the end of the Civil War and 
slavery in 1865, through the rise of 
American power and victories in world 
wars. It will also cover the post war 
social changes such as Civil Rights and 
the difficulties faced in Vietnam.  
America in the Cold War will also be 
covered which will demonstrate the 
huge extent of American power and 
influence.  The second year coursework 
option will be based on the British role 
in ending both slavery and the slave 
trade.
Assessment: exams and coursework
Exam Board: AQA

History – Modern European
AS/A Level 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C.

This course will cover the three most 
significant powers in modern European 
history – Germany, Russia and Great 
Britain. The course will cover Germany 
from its initial unification in 1871, 
through both world wars and the Nazi 
trauma through division and  
re-unification in 1990. The course will 
also cover revolution and dictatorship 
in Russia from the 1917 revolution, 
through the efforts of Lenin and Stalin to 
establish communism through war and 
famine. The second year coursework 
option will be based on Britain and its 
Empire.
Assessment: exams and coursework
Exam Board: AQA

Mathematics
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5.75 (see page 18) 
including Maths GCSE at grade B 
(preferably grade A) and English  
at grade C.

This course develops the ideas and 
techniques studied at GCSE level to 
enable you to apply maths to solve 
problems and to develop your interest 
in the subject. Knowledge of advanced 
mathematics is essential in a wide 
range of careers from the sciences to 
economics, business and computing. The 
AS Level consists of pure mathematics 
(extending your knowledge of algebra 
and trigonometry and introducing the 
ideas of calculus) and decision maths 
(the study of algorithms, networks and 
optimising resources against constraints). 
In the second year, you will continue 
your study of pure mathematics 
alongside either a mechanics module 
(the mathematics of physical systems) 
or a statistics module (the analysis and 
interpretation of data and probability 
distributions).
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: Edexcel

OLIVIA
Sacred Heart RC School: 
Southwark
St Mary’s RC School: Clapham
Studying: A levels in Classical 
Civilisation, Photography and 
Sociology
Interests: photography, film, 
music
Enrichment: film club, Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh Award
Next step: study photography  
at university

PURSUE PASSIONS
“I really like my photography 
class as it allows me to 
pursue my passion for 
art plus the facilities are 
brilliant. I found it very easy 
to settle at the college as the 
people are friendly and the 
teachers are enthusiastic 
and helpful.”
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Mathematics – Further
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 6 (see page 18) 
including Maths GCSE at grade A* and 
English at grade C.

The first year consists of AS and A2 
Mathematics and in the second year AS 
and A2 Further Mathematics is studied. 
In your second year, the course builds 
on the techniques learnt in mathematics 
and provides an introduction to new 
concepts such as complex numbers and 
matrices. Applications of mathematics 
is also studied in the form of mechanics 
and statistics. Further Mathematics is 
greatly valued by many universities and 
is highly recommended for admission 
to courses in mathematics, physics, 
engineering and computer science.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: Edexcel

Mathematics – Further
AS Level (for second year students only)

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – Maths AS 
Level at grade B with A grades in C1  
and C2.

This course is available in the second 
year to students who are studying AS/
A2 Mathematics over two years.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: Edexcel

Media Studies
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C.

Students wishing to take Media Studies 
will need to show a lively interest in 
current affairs and social debates. The 
subject also requires you to show ability 
in both academic and practical work. At 
both AS and A2 Level you will learn how 
to carry out independent research and 
to structure a written report into aspects 
of media that interest you. Having 
done so, you will then create media 
products of your own. In addition, first 
year work is concerned with examining 
and analysing media products, including 
newspapers, magazines, advertisements, 
photographs and extracts from TV 
programmes and films. You will learn 
how these media ‘texts’ are constructed, 
how they represent the world and how 
they communicate with their audiences. 
This involves understanding genre 
(types of product) and narrative (how 
stories are told). In the second year the 
focus is on the industries that produce 
the media products. Students will also 
become familiar with certain theoretical 
approaches to the study of media and 
with the specialist terminology that goes 
with it.
Assessment: 50% coursework: 50% 
exams
Exam Board: WJEC

Philosophy and Ethics
AS/A2 Level 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5 (see page 18) including 
English and Maths GCSE at grade C.

This course explores some of the 
deepest and oldest questions that 
people have asked. How should we 
live? What is reality? Is there a God? 
You will learn to look at these questions 
philosophically. You will study different 
ethical theories that try to spell out the 
difference between right and wrong. You 
will look at questions in the philosophy 
of religion that will introduce you to 
metaphysics, logic, epistemology and the 
philosophy of language. The course will 
take you back to the views of Plato and 
Aristotle and forward across the ages 
right up to the thoughts of present-day 
philosophers. Studying philosophy and 
ethics is an excellent way of learning 
how to present and defend your views 
whilst drawing upon a wide range of 
disciplines. (Syllabus title: Religious 
Studies)
Assessment: exams 
Exam Board: OCR

Photography
AS/A Level 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C and a 
proven interest in photography.

This course will enable you to use 
your digital single lens reflex camera 
to produce exciting images. Your work 
will be based on different genres of 
photography but you will be encouraged 
and have plenty of opportunity to 
photograph things that interest you. 
The course is essentially practical, 

involving research to develop your ideas 
but mostly shooting, editing, printing 
and presenting your pictures. We 
recommend that it is not taken up with 
more than one other art course. You will 
require your own digital single lens reflex 
camera.
Assessment: exams and coursework
Exam Board: AQA

GEORGE
Kingsdale Foundation 
School: Southwark
Peckham Park Primary 
School: Peckham 
Studying: A levels in Biology, 
Chemistry, Maths and Physics
Interests: badminton, 
football, going to the gym
Enrichment: tutor group rep
Ambition: study engineering 
at a top university, career 
as a chartered engineer

DEVELOPED 
UNDERSTANDING
“RuTC was a great choice 
because I now feel more 
independent with my 
studies and prepared for 
all future challenges. The 
teachers have helped to 
develop my understanding 
of the outside world and 
view the bigger picture. 
This sort of guidance 
encourages me to always 
aspire for high grades.”
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Physical Education
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 5 (see page 18) 
including English, Maths and Science 
GCSE at grade C.

This course promotes an in-depth 
understanding of sport and physical 
education. You will study the theoretical 
science of the sport performer. 
You will examine health and active 
lifestyles, opportunities and pathways, 
preparation for optimum performance 
and developing the sports performer. 
This course will incorporate elements 
of fitness assessment and training, 
effects of exercise, nutrition and weight 
management. It also covers aspects 
such as sport psychology, talent 
identification, deviance in sport, lifelong 
involvement in sport and ergogenic 
aids. The applied part of this course 
requires you to participate in two of 
the following as a performer, coach or 
official, and analyse your performances 
using sophisticated technology. You will 
need to develop training programmes 
and research a sport locally, nationally 
and internationally. By studying this 
course you can progress to university 
degrees in sports science and related 
fields or perhaps careers in coaching or 
administrating sport and recreation.
Assessment: 40% coursework:  
60% exams
Exam Board: AQA

Physics
AS/A Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 5.5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C and 
Maths GCSE at grade B. Physics grade B 
if studied as a separate science or grade 
BB in Double Science.

Physics is the study of the laws that 
determine the structure of the universe 
with reference to the matter and 
energy of which it consists. Since the 
turn of the 20th century, the fields of 
quantum mechanics and relativistic 
physics have become increasingly 
important over the more traditional 
topics. This course examines physics 
through a range of applications such 
as astronomy and examines matter 
from the very smallest fundamental 
particles (with quarks and leptons) to 
the very largest and the extremes of the 
universe (with black holes and quasars). 
Physics A Level is very useful for degree 
courses in architecture, medicine, 
dentistry, engineering, electronics as 
well as physics degrees. It is essential to 
combine this course with at least one 
other science or A Level Maths.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: AQA

Psychology
AS/A Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 5.5 (see page 18) 
including English and Maths GCSE  
at grade C.

Psychology is the scientific study of 
the human mind and the way that 
individuals behave. Everyday concerns 
for many people such as stress, 
memory loss and the experience of 
phobias are examples of issues which 
psychologists are interested in – as 
are questions about, for instance, the 
effects of early childhood experiences. 
Psychologists try to understand and 
explain human behaviour objectively 
but the extent to which humans can 
be treated scientifically is a source of 
great debate amongst those studying 
human behaviour. Psychologists 
use many different methods of 
enquiry – experiments, observations, 
questionnaires and case studies. 
People with a psychology qualification 
work in a variety of fields including 
counselling, nursing and sports, as well 
as occupational, clinical or educational 
psychology.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: AQA

Sociology
AS/A Level 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C.

Sociology is the study of the individual 
and society. It tries to explain human 
behaviour by studying how the social 
groups to which people belong influence 
their actions and beliefs. The experience 
of ethnic minority groups, the nature 
and nurture debate and gender are some 
of the areas researched by sociologists. 
AS topics that may be covered are 
culture and identity, families and 
households, education, health as well 
as theory and methods. Second year 
topics include social stratification, crime 
and deviance, beliefs in society and the 
mass media. During the two years there 
is an emphasis on essay writing and 
students are expected to be pro-active 
in undertaking further reading. Sociology 
is a valuable subject to be studied for 
all types of work because it involves 
an understanding of people and social 
relationships.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: AQA

Spanish
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 5.5 (see page 18) 
including English GCSE at grade C and 
Spanish at grade B.

You will continue to develop the skills 
of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing at a higher level which will 
involve expressing opinions, interpreting, 
analysing and evaluating. The course 
includes a wide range of topics relating 
to current and social events and the 
cultural background of Spain. All groups 
have some periods timetabled each 
week in the language laboratories and 
one period with the foreign language 
assistant. We offer an educational visit 
and/or work experience organised by 
an external educational agency as part 
of the course. A language at A Level is a 
valuable asset to combine with any other 
programme of study. Special provision 
for bilingual students is available. Come 
and learn Spanish: la lengua del futuro.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: AQA

Textile Art and Design
AS/A Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
average points score of 5 (see page 
18) including English GCSE at grade 
C and preferably Art/Textiles GCSE 
at grade C plus a strong portfolio.

This course aims to develop the 
maximum potential of your creative 
ability in textile art and design. You 
will explore different processes of 
gathering research through a variety 
of methods of drawing which will then 
lead on to the introduction of a diverse 
range of creative textile processes. 
You will incorporate unconventional 
elements such as wire, metal, glass 
and paper as forms of constructing, as 
well as the more traditional methods, 
such as weaving and felting along 
with skills in fabric manipulation and 
a whole variety of creative printing, 
dying and embroidery methods. 
Emphasis will be on a good use of 
colour, texture, drawing and design 
skills. Alongside skills in textiles, you 
will be encouraged to develop your 
own personal responses to concepts 
and ideas. You will visit museums, 
galleries and exhibitions to study the 
work of artists and designers. In your 
second year, you will choose your 
own project for research. Throughout 
the course your individuality and 
personal creative ideas are encouraged. 
Students may progress to degrees 
in art and design via our full time 
Foundation Diploma in Art and Design.
Assessment: exams and coursework
Exam Board: WJEC

World Development
AS/A2 Level

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – average 
points score of 5 (see page 18) including 
English and Maths GCSE at grade C.

The AS course enables you to study the 
issues and responsibilities surrounding 
sustainable development and global 
citizenship. You will become an 
informed and active participant in our 
global society. The AS syllabus has 
two themes: development, resources 
and global citizenship and poverty 
and inequality. The A2 part of the 
course develops greater depth and 
range of knowledge to understanding 
the evolving processes at work in 
development. It seeks to extend the 
critical thinking of students to develop 
an understanding of the complexity 
of interrelationships in development 
issues; the syllabus has four themes: 
perspectives of development, economic 
development, political development and 
social development. World Development 
combines particularly well with AS Level 
Government and Politics, Economics 
and Sociology as there is some overlap 
between these subjects.
Assessment: 30% coursework:  
70% exams
Exam Board: WJEC
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Courses to study as part of 
your A Level programme
Applied Law
BTEC Level 3 Certificate/Subsidiary 
Diploma

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS – English GCSE 
at grade C.

Applied Law is an exciting course 
which allows you to explore law and 
the legal system in a practical setting. 
The BTEC Applied Law course allows 
you to demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding through the 
completion of assignments which will 
be continuously assessed. There is 
no final written examination so if you 
enjoy coursework, and perhaps are 
considering a career as a legal executive 
or paralegal, this is the course for you! 
The Certificate is equivalent to an AS 
Level and the Subsidiary Diploma is 
equivalent to a full A Level. There are 
three compulsory units in year one when 
you will explore civil and criminal law 
and learn how the legal system operates. 
In year 2 there is an exciting range of 
optional units. The course is suitable for 
students who have an interest in legal 
matters and is particularly relevant for 
those considering careers in law, the 
police force, management, social work 
and politics. Success in law can lead to 
many fulfilling careers, such as a solicitor, 
barrister, criminologist, probation officer 
or one of the many roles connected to 
law. However, if a career in law is not for 
you, the course gives you a number of 
transferable skills as well as knowledge, 
and is useful for a variety of careers.
Assessment: coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Financial Studies
IFS Level 3 Certificate/Diploma

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS – English and 
Maths GCSE at grade C.

This course is designed to provide 
you with a wide range of knowledge 
about the financial services industry. 
It will give you skills to make informed 
and confident decisions regarding 
your finances by improving your 
understanding of financial matters. 
Financial Studies is designed to aid 
recruitment into the financial services 
sector by demonstrating the wide range 
of careers available. It is also useful if 
you just want to develop the knowledge 
about increasingly complex financial 
products, especially in difficult economic 
conditions. The course will provide close 
liaison with potential employers and is 
a recognised entry level qualification 
for a career in financial services. The 
Institute of Financial Studies (IFS) based 
in the City of London offers professional 
banking degree courses for students 
who know they want a career in financial 
services.
Assessment: exams
Exam Board: Institute of Financial 
Services

Music Technology – 
Production
BTEC Level 3 Certificate/Subsidiary 
Diploma

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS – An interest 
in music production. Experience of 
performing on a musical instrument or 
voice is preferred but not essential. There 
is no audition.

Aimed at students with a passion and 
talent for music production and studio 
recording, this course introduces you 
to both production and the workings 
of the music industry. If you enjoy 
producing music in a recording studio, 
this is the course for you. In the first 
year you will gain a qualification in music 
production that is the equivalent of 
one AS Level. Successful completion of 
two years leads to the equivalent of a 
full A Level qualification. The course is 
designed to be studied alongside an A 
Level programme. It involves recording 
and producing music on professional 
software, culminating in your own 
album. In the second year you then have 
the option to complete a subsidiary 
diploma, which will allow you to develop 
your skills as a music producer, as 
well as learn about the music industry 
and how to promote yourself within 
it. This course includes seminars with 
visiting professionals and trips to music 
industry events. The course is taught 
in a practical way that aims to appeal 
to – and broaden – your skills as a music 
producer, and potentially prepare you for 
a career in the music industry.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Performing Arts (Dance)
BTEC Level 3 Certificate/Subsidiary 
Diploma

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS – English GCSE 
at grade C and Dance GCSE at grade 
C (Dance GCSE not essential, however, 
previous dance experience is required). 
You will be invited to attend an audition.

Do you want to study dance alongside 
an A Level programme? If so, this is 
the course for you. This is a practical 
based course that allows you to 
develop technique, performance and 
choreographic skills. The course focuses 
on contemporary and jazz techniques, 
and in your first year you will participate 
in urban dance. You will create pieces 
for performance and participate in two 
dance shows. In the second year you will 
also study musical theatre performance. 
You will watch live dance performances 
and have the opportunity to join extra 
curricular activities such as the New 
York experience. If you have a drive and 
passion for dance then this is the course 
for you!
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Extended Project 
Qualification
The Extended Project Qualification is 
offered to high performing students 
in the second year of their studies. 
Students taking the course are allocated 
a supervisor and work largely on their 
own. They usually choose a topic which 
they have met in their formal studies 
and then carry out in-depth research 
on it. Most projects are a 4,000-5,000 
word essay but there is a wide degree 
of latitude and past projects have 
included a screenplay, works of art, and 
an advertising campaign. The course 
is equivalent to a full AS Level and 
is particularly recommended for any 
student applying to one of the country’s 
top universities as it helps to develop 
independent research skills.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: AQA

The following courses are A Level equivalent 
qualifications and attract the same UCAS 
points as AS/A and AS/A2 Levels. You will 
need the same minimum entry requirements 
as AS/A and AS/A2 Levels plus specific 
requirements listed under each course.

JORDAN
Acton High School: Ealing
John Perryn Primary 
School: Acton
Studying: A levels in 
Government and Politics, 
Music, Psychology and a BTEC 
Level 3 Certificate in Music 
Technology - Production
Interests: playing in a 
band, composing music
Ambition: study music at 
university, career as a teacher

NO LIMITATIONS
“Studying music at RuTC 
is great as there are 
no limitations in terms 
of the creativity of your 
compositions and you are 
able to study great pieces 
written by the most adept 
composers - ranging from 
the historic period of the 
renaissance to the 21st 
century. My productions 
skills have also really 
improved.”
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Diplomas/Extended 
Diplomas Level 3

Applied Science
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs at 
grade A* – C including English, Maths 
and Double or Triple Science or Double 
Applied Science or Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics if taken separately. 
Alternatively a Level 2 Diploma in 
Applied Science at Distinction/Merit plus 
English and Maths GCSE at grade C.

The BTEC Extended Diploma in Applied 
Science will give you the opportunity to 
explore various science pathways. It is 
a course suitable for those who wish to 
pursue a science related career such as 
radiography, biomedical science, nursing, 
dietetics and physiotherapy. The course 
is also ideal for those wishing to go 
straight into employment as it will also 
prepare you for work if you do not wish 
to go to university. This course provides 
a novel approach to the learning of 
science, based on acquiring practical 
skills in the context of knowledge and 
understanding of the basic scientific 
concepts. You will have the opportunity 
to explore laboratory techniques and 
diagnostic testing used in scientific 
research and industrial organisations.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Art and Design
UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs at 
grade A* – C including English at grade C 
OR a Level 2 Diploma at Distinction/Merit 
plus English GCSE at grade C. A proven 
interest and enthusiasm in any area of 
art and design.

This course offers a fantastic 
opportunity to study art and design 
full time. It is specifically designed 
for students who would like to study 
a creative subject at university or 
would like to progress into a career in 
the creative industries. Throughout 
the programme you will explore a 
wide range of skills including practical 
experimentation, research and 
contextual understanding. You will be 
encouraged to work with different 
disciplines and develop specialist 
interests by working across a diverse 

range of stimulating and demanding 
assignments and activities. The course 
aims to ensure that students develop 
the knowledge, understanding, 
communication skills, making skills 
and confidence required to work 
independently and direct their own 
learning. Students will be encouraged 
to develop transferable skills relevant 
to both the immediate and future 
development of the creative industries 
by being innovative, experimental and 
curious about art and design. Students 
can progress to our full time Foundation 
Diploma in Art and Design (pre-BA).
Assessment: externally moderated 
coursework
Exam Board: University of the Arts 
London (UAL)

Business
BTEC Level 3 Diploma/Extended 
Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs 
at grade A* – C including English and 
Maths GCSE at grade C OR a Level 2 
Diploma at Distinction/Merit plus English 
and Maths GCSE at grade C.

This course offers you the chance to 
study on a practical, work related course. 
You will complete coursework and 
projects based on realistic workplace 
situations and develop a range of 
specialist skills and knowledge through 
written work, presentations, role play 
and trips to observe business in action. 
You will cover the basics that successful 
businesses need in the 21st century 
such as marketing, e-commerce, finance 
and the use of the internet. All areas 
offer you the chance to investigate 
outside the classroom to discover the 
realities of business and see how your 
learning in the classroom transfers to 
the workplace. The course helps you 
develop the skills and knowledge to 
progress directly into employment or to 
university.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Childcare and Education 
(Early Years Educator)
CACHE Level 3 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs 
at grade A* – C including  English and 
Maths OR a recognised Level 2 Childcare 
qualification at Distinction/Merit/A* – 
C  as well as English and Maths GCSE 
grade A* – C.

This course offers you the opportunity 
to gain a nationally recognised gold 
standard qualification that employers 
in schools, day nurseries and children’s 
centres are requesting. The course 
can also lead to higher study at degree 
level for careers in teaching, nursing 
or social work. Part of the course will 
require training in placements where 
you will develop your practical skills in 
caring for children. You will also gain a 
wide knowledge and understanding of 
children in the early years of their life.
Assessment: written assignments, 
research and practical observations
Exam Board: CACHE

The Extended Diploma consists of 18 units and is equivalent to 
3 A Levels and the Diploma has 12 units and is equivalent to 2 A 
Levels. These qualifications attract the same UCAS points as AS 
and A Levels but are graded Distinction, Merit or Pass. They are 
an excellent choice if you are sure of your career plans and prefer 
a more practical approach to studying. For more details on all our 
courses, please visit www.rutc.ac.uk.

You may also be interested in our Skills for Work qualifications – 
more details are on pages 53–59.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
5 GCSEs at grade A* – C OR a Level 2 Diploma at 
Distinction/Merit in a relevant subject, including 
specific GCSE requirements as listed under  
each subject.

Any additional AS/A Level qualification will be  
subject to AS/A Level entry requirements, see 
individual entries.

ALEX
Lampton School: Hounslow
Strand on the Green 
Junior School: Chiswick
Studying: CACHE Level 3 in 
Childcare and Education
Enrichment: previous RuTC 
Student Awards Winner
Interests: going to the gym
Ambition: study at university, 
career as a teacher

ENJOYABLE WORK 
PLACEMENTS
“I took the Level 2 Childcare 
course last year so I already 
had an idea what the course  
was like and was prepared 
for the extra work that Level 
3 would bring. I especially 
enjoy the two day a week 
work placement as I gain  
a lot of practical experience 
and I can use the skills I’ve  
learnt at college and  
apply them directly in  
the workplace.”
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Construction and the Built 
Environment
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs at 
grade A* – C including English, Maths 
and Science at grade C OR a Level 2 
Diploma at Distinction/Merit plus English 
and Maths GCSE at grade C.

Construction and the Built Environment 
is an ideal course for students wishing 
to become an architect, building 
surveyor, construction manager, civil 
engineer, quantity surveyor or any 
other professional/technician in the 
construction and the built environment 
industry. You will study modern day 
planning requirements involving the 
use of maps and surveying. You will be 
testing various building materials and 
products and looking at construction 
details of houses, industrial and 
commercial buildings and the way they 
are built and the infrastructure that 
surrounds them. The course includes 
visits to construction projects looking 
at how foundations, walls, floors and 
roofs are put together to form a variety 
of buildings. You will use industry 
standard material testing equipment, 
automatic levels and theodolites, 
along with manual and AutoCAD 
computerised drawing packages. The 
course provides a recognised entry 
route to construction related degrees 
as well as providing a good grounding 
for direct entry into employment.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Creative Media Production 
(Animation and Visual 
Effects)
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs 
at grade A* – C including English and 
Maths at grade C and one of the 
following – Art and Design, Graphic 
Design, Textiles or Design Technology 
at grade C OR a Level 2 Diploma at 
Distinction/Merit plus English GCSE at 
grade C. As the field of digital design 
is primarily visual, you must submit 
a portfolio of art and design work at 
interview. 

This course is designed to develop 
highly sought after design and 
production skills for the rapidly evolving 
and dynamic animation and film visual 
effects industry. The course fosters an 
appreciation and understanding of the 
theories and development of practical 
skills to help you begin a career within 
the visual effects industry designing 
and creating digital multimedia content. 
It is a wide-ranging course and covers 
the key areas of digital content creation 

for multimedia applications such as 
2D and 3D computer animation and 
graphic design. The ethos of the course 
is professionally oriented, providing you 
with the basic essential skills with which 
to succeed as a practitioner in the visual 
effects and digital multimedia design 
field.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Creative Media Production 
(Television and Film)
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs 
at grade A* – C including English 
and Maths at grade C OR a Level 2 
Diploma at Distinction/Merit plus 
GCSE English and Maths at grade C. 
A proven interest and commitment to 
film and television production. Please 
note this is not a course for students 
who wish to become presenters. 

This course is designed for students 
who have a keen interest in film and 
television production and would like 
to develop the necessary skills and 
knowledge to enter the profession 
or study at a higher level. You will be 
involved in individual and group projects 
aimed at developing your understanding 
and the skills required to work in the 
television and film industries.  
The course includes theoretical and 
practical assignments. During the course,  
you will begin to understand the media, 
hone your research skills, edit videos and 
get involved in digital video production. 
You will also look at factual programmes. 
You will study aspects of moving image 
production from idea to finished product 
and at the same time develop an 
understanding of audiences, programme 
funding and commissioning. During your 
classes you will engage in discussions 
about film making techniques and film 
industry issues. You will require your 
own digital single lens reflex camera.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Engineering Electrical/
Electronic
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs at 
grade A* – C including English, Maths 
(higher tier) and Double Science at grade 
C OR a Level 2 Diploma at Distinction/
Merit plus English and Maths (higher tier) 
GCSE at grade C.

The first year of this course combines 
Electrical/Electronic and Mechanical 
Engineering and is designed to give you 
an understanding of both disciplines 
of engineering. You will learn about 
electrical/electronic, manufacturing 
and mechanical engineering as well 
as the theory behind design work. 
After you have completed the first 
year you will decide which course to 
take in the second year depending 
on your talents, strengths and, of 
course, your preference. Although 
there are practical elements to both 
courses, academic assessment is 
always required and you will need to 
write reports and be assessed and 
examined. During the second year 
you will learn about microelectronics, 
for example, the detailed study of the 
inside of a computer. You will discover 
programmable controllers which control 
machinery such as drink machines, 
lifts or bottling plants. You will work 
with digital/analogue electronics 
– the building blocks of computer 
systems which can, for example, 
sense temperature and convert it into 
an electrical signal. Electrical power, 
motors and generators will also be 
studied. Previous student projects have 
included designing stereo amplifiers, 
a motor cycle alarm, electronic 
thermometers and an electrical tape 
measure. This course will give you 
the relevant qualifications for a wide 
variety of engineering degree courses 
as well as providing a good grounding 
for direct entry into employment.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Engineering Mechanical
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs at 
grade A* – C including English, Maths 
(higher tier) and Double Science at grade 
C OR a Level 2 Diploma at Distinction/
Merit plus English and Maths (higher tier) 
GCSE at grade C.

The first year of this course combines 
Electrical/Electronic and Mechanical 
Engineering and is designed to give you 
an understanding of both disciplines 
of engineering. You will learn about 
electrical/electronic, manufacturing 
and mechanical engineering as well 
as the theory behind design work. 
After you have completed the first 
year you will decide which course to 
take in the second year depending on 
your talents, strengths and, of course, 
your preference. Although there are 
practical elements to both courses, 
academic assessment is always required 
and you will need to write reports and 
be assessed and examined. During 
the second year you will learn design 
drawing techniques. Time will be spent 
dealing with materials – metals, plastics 
and ceramics. Previous student projects 
have included designing a water clock, 
small boats, a hovercraft, robots and 
even a medieval siege engine which 
throws rocks! This course will give you 
the relevant qualifications for a wide 
variety of engineering degree courses as 
well as providing a good grounding for 
direct entry into employment.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

RITA
St Paul’s College: Surrey
Saint Mary’s Catholic 
Primary School: Isleworth
Studying: BTEC Level 
3 in Engineering
Interests: socialising, 
charity work
Next step: study engineering 
at university, career as 
an overseas engineer 

TEACHERS REALLY CARE
“The engineering 
department is brilliant as the 
teachers really care about 
your future and push you 
to learn at the highest level. 
The course has opened my 
eyes to the opportunities  
available to me in engineering  
and has also developed 
both my practical work  
and my study skills.”

CORDELIA
Streatham & Clapham 
High School: Lambeth
Studying: BTEC Level 
3 in Media Production 
(Television and Film)
Interests: film
Next step: study at university, 
career as a film editor

DEVELOPING SKILLS
“My media production 
course teaches me 
everything I need to know 
about producing and 
editing. I’m developing my 
skills as a film maker whilst 
also learning how to use 
the latest editing software. 
It’s really enjoyable and has 
put me on the right path for 
a career in the industry.”
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Health and Social Care
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs 
at grade A* – C including English and 
Maths GCSE at grade C OR a Level 2 
Diploma at Distinction/Merit plus English 
and Maths GCSE at grade C.

This course is for students who wish 
to acquire skills and knowledge to 
prepare them for working in the health 
and social care sector or for higher 
education. Within the course you will 
gain knowledge and understanding of 
a wide range of subject areas relating 
to health and social care, involving the 
elderly, disabled and children. You will 
spend some of your time in a range of 
work related placements. On successful 
completion you can go into employment 
within the sector or progress to 
higher education or other professional 
development programmes.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Information Technology
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs 
at grade A* – C including English and 
Maths GCSE at grade C OR a Level 2 
Diploma at Distinction/Merit plus English 
and Maths GCSE at grade C.

This course is designed to provide you 
with the necessary skills, knowledge 
and understanding for progression 
to university or employment in the 
IT industry. A well-developed set of 
e-skills is fast becoming an essential 
requirement for a successful career 
but on this course you will develop all 
aspects of IT knowledge – hardware and 
software. The subjects include topics 
as varied as computer systems, Visual 
Basic programming, game design and 
database management systems. There 
is a practical component to the course 
as well as the acquisition of high level 
IT skills. You will be exposed to project 
management methodologies and will 
implement an important IT activity. 
The skills taught on this course are 
key to the IT industry but will transfer 
to any other business. The course is 
most suitable if you are aspiring to 
progress in an IT direction. Other than 
higher education, students can progress 
to IT Apprenticeships, professional 
certification and specialist programmes.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Music
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs 
at grade A* – C including English and 
Maths and intermediate performance 
ability (grade 3). An interest in music 
production and studio recording. Ability 
to read music in treble and bass clefs. 
You will be invited to attend an audition.

This course is aimed at people 
with a passion and talent for music 
It introduces you to all areas of 
contemporary music performance 
and production and the workings 
of the music industry. The first year 
combines music performance with 
music technology. You will learn about 
the recording studios and equipment 
needed to record and produce music 
and develop a wide range of skills in 
creating, performing, producing and 
managing music projects. In year two 
you will specialise in performance 
techniques, music theory and harmony.  
The course is taught in a practical way, 
giving you the opportunity to learn 
different skills and then apply them in 
the recording studio, computer music 
lab or live concert venue. Visiting 
speakers, performers and experts 
from the music industry contribute 
further to the learning experience. 
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Music Technology
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs 
at grade A* – C including English and 
Maths and intermediate performance 
ability (grade 3). An interest in music 
production and studio recording. Ability 
to read music in treble and bass clefs. 
You will be invited to attend an audition.

This course is aimed at people 
with a passion and talent for music 
It introduces you to all areas of 
contemporary music performance 
and production and the workings 
of the music industry. The first year 
combines music performance with 
music technology. You will learn about 
the recording studios and equipment 
needed to record and produce music 
and develop a wide range of skills in 
creating, performing, producing and 
managing music projects. In year two 
you will specialise and work either as 
a recording/live artist or as a studio 
engineer/producer specialising in live 
sound multimedia and composition. You 
will perform and record your work or 
be responsible for producing an artist’s 
CD.  The course is taught in a practical 
way, giving you the opportunity to learn 
different skills and then apply them in 
the recording studio, computer music lab 
or live concert venue. Visiting speakers, 
performers and experts from the music 
industry contribute further to the 
learning experience. 
Assessment: practical and  
written coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Performing Arts (Acting)
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs 
at grade A* – C including English and 
Drama at grade C OR a Level 2 Diploma 
at Distinction/Merit plus English GCSE at 
grade C. You will be invited to attend an 
audition.

This course is designed for students 
interested in pursuing a career or further 
study in drama or theatre. You will be 
engaged in projects throughout the two 
years which build and develop your skills 
and understanding of how drama and 
theatre operate in different contexts 
and for different audiences. The course 
includes aspects such as professional 
practices, arts in the community, acting 
techniques, vocal skills and physical 
theatre. The course will offer a range 
of performance projects that will be 
both devised and text based. You will 
explore several genres and styles of 
work, different influences and historical 
contexts as you work across a number of 
performance projects.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Performing Arts (Dance)
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs at 
grade A* – C including English at grade 
C and Dance at grade C (GCSE Dance 
not essential, however, previous dance 
experience is required) OR a Level 2 
Diploma at Distinction/Merit plus English 
GCSE at grade C. You will be invited to 
attend an audition.

You will join an exciting practical 
based dance course that focuses on 
technique development, performance 
and choreography. It will prepare you 
for a career in the dance industry or to 
progress onto university/dance school. 
You will study musical theatre, ballet, tap, 
contemporary, jazz and urban. You will 
have the opportunity to perform in three 
dance productions a year and participate 
in visiting workshops. You will watch live 
performances and have the opportunity 
to join extra curricular activities such as 
the New York experience. You will also 
be involved in the RuTC dance platform 
IGNITE. If you have drive, passion and a 
desire to develop your dance technique  
and want a course with outstanding results  
then this is the dance course for you!
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Sport Development, 
Coaching and Fitness
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs 
at grade A* – C including English and 
Maths at grade C OR a Level 2 Diploma 
at Distinction/Merit plus English and 
Maths GCSE at grade C.

The sport and leisure industry is one of 
the fastest growing sectors in the UK. 
This course will prepare you for a career 
in any area of the sport and leisure 
industry. This might include leisure 
centres, health clubs, gyms, sports clubs, 
theme parks or outward-bound centres. 
You will study a combination of business, 
leisure, sports, coaching and fitness 
subjects and assessment is through 
completing coursework. For example, 
you may be involved in planning and 
managing a sports and leisure project, 
such as a sports day or get involved in 
voluntary work with local sports clubs. 
A work placement with a sports or 
leisure organisation is also an integral 
part of the course, as are field trips to 
various sporting attractions. Alongside 
this course students may also study for 
a Coaching Award which will enhance 
your prospects of employment or higher 
education after the course.
Assessment: practical and  
written coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel
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MARIE
St Joseph’s School: Guinea
Studying: C&G Level 3 in  
Travel and Tourism
Interests: voluntary work  
at Oxfam
Ambition: career as an airport 
check-in assistant or air 
stewardess

AMAZING TRIPS
“I’ve always wanted to 
work in the industry and 
absolutely love my travel 
and tourism course. We’ve 
learnt all about different 
destinations, cultures and 
lifestyles and have been on 
some amazing trips too. 
The aircraft cabin is brilliant 
and gives you a real taste of 
cabin crew life.” 

Sports and Exercise Science
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs at 
grade A* – C including English, Maths 
and Science at grade C OR a Level 2 
Diploma at Distinction/Merit plus English, 
Maths and Science GCSE at grade C.

This course focuses on the application 
of scientific principles to sports 
performance and coaching. Individual, 
group and project type experiments are 
carried out with the latest equipment 
from our sports science laboratory. 
Practical sports take place on site or 
nearby specialist facilities. Residential 
visits are included to enhance both 
theoretical and practical work. Sports 
nutrition, fitness testing, psychology, 
anatomy and physiology are among 
the units delivered. This course is an 
alternative to A levels for those who 
wish to pursue a career in the field of 
sport, sport science, sports coaching 
or professional sports. You will have 
the opportunity to take some coaching 
and proficiency awards. If you have 
an appropriate GCSE points score you 
will be able to take an A Level subject 
alongside this course.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Travel and Tourism
C&G Level 3 Extended Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 5 GCSEs 
at grade A* – C (including English and 
Maths GCSE at least one at grade C and 
one at grade D) OR a Level 2 Diploma  
at Distinction/Merit plus English GCSE  
at grade C.

You’ve seen the TV programmes – Club 
Reps, Airport, Holiday Airline – now 
find out what it takes to work in one 
of these exciting occupations. This 
course will prepare you for a career in 
tour companies, airlines, airports, travel 
agents, holiday resorts or corporate 
travel. You will be looking at how the 
industry works as well as developing 
essential skills needed for the world 
of travel. You may, for example, plan a 
travel related event, conduct research 
on customer service in a local travel 
agent or visitor attraction. You will be 
expected to take part in a residential 
field trip to broaden your understanding 
of popular tourist destinations. You will 
also be expected to take part in a two 
week travel and tourism related work 
experience placement which will help 
you become more employable at the 
end of the course.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: City & Guilds

GCSE Pathway Level 2 

GCSE Pathway
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
At least 4 GCSEs at grade D or above, including 
English at grade D and Mathematics at grade D. 
This is a one year intensive programme designed to enable 
students who narrowly missed their GCSE passes at grade C 
and are unsure which vocational Level 2 course to choose. This 
programme will give you the opportunity to retake GCSEs in 
order to progress to a Level 3 programme. 

During this programme you will study a package of up to 5 
GCSEs including English Language and Mathematics plus 1 AS 
Level where appropriate (you may be able to choose 1 AS Level 
from a range of subjects on offer depending on your GCSE points 
on entry).

You will be able to choose subjects from a suitable pathway 
depending on your GCSE results and preferred progression  
route at Level 3. 

Humanities Pathway
• English Language
• Mathematics
• Media
• History 
• Photography
• Sociology
• Spanish/Italian

Business Pathway
• English Language
• Mathematics
• Business Studies
• Media
• Sociology
• Spanish/Italian

General Pathway
• English Language
• Mathematics
• Science (single award)
• History
• Sociology
• Spanish/Italian

Assessment:  
written exams and coursework
Progression: On successful completion, 
you will be able to progress to a  
Level 3 programme.
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BHAVIN
Orleans Park School: Richmond 
Ivybridge Primary School: 
Isleworth
Studying: BTEC Level 2 in 
Engineering
Interests: football
Next step: Level 3 in 
Engineering

VALUABLE SKILLS
“I am really enjoying my 
engineering course as it’s 
very interesting and fun too. 
The practical work in the 
workshop is very enjoyable 
and I’m learning some 
really valuable skills to help 
with my future career and 
increase my knowledge of 
the engineering field.”

Certificates/Extended 
Certificates/Diplomas Level 2

Art and Design
UAL Level 2 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs at 
grade D including English and Art OR 
a Level 1 Diploma at Pass with English 
GCSE at grade D AND a good portfolio of 
art and design work.

This course is suitable for students who 
have artistic ability, who enjoy being 
creative and who are considering a 
future in art or design. It gives you the 
opportunity to develop your creative, 
analytical and practical skills. Your 
qualification portfolio will be built up 
over the year through varied projects 
and experimental work. You will also 
study relevant artists, designers and art 
movements. Project work over the year 
includes 2D work (eg drawing, painting, 
printmaking and digital media) and 
3D work (such as ceramics, metal and 
woodwork). Several visits are planned 
throughout the year to a variety of 
galleries and exhibitions.
Assessment: practical and  
written coursework
Exam Board: University of the Arts 
London (UAL)

Business
BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs at 
grade D including English and Maths OR 
a Level 1 Diploma at Pass with English 
and Maths GCSE at grade D.

The course looks at the activities 
involved in working in and running 
your own business. You will investigate 
a lot of different businesses including 
football clubs and fast food restaurants. 
There will be visits to local businesses, 
examples include Twickenham Rugby 
Stadium, Thorpe Park and various 
retailers. You will learn about the way a 
business is organised and financed and 
how it deals with its employees and 
customers. The course will also enable 
you to use your IT skills such as surfing 
the internet to carry out research.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Introducing Caring for 
Children and Young People
CACHE Level 2 Certificate

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs 
at grade D including English OR CACHE 
Caring for Children Level 1 Diploma at 
Pass with English GCSE at grade D. Some 
experience of caring for young children 
such as babysitting, would be useful.

This course has been specifically 
designed for students who have an 
interest in working with children or in 
the field of health and social care. This 
course will cover practical activities, such 
as papier-mache and making play dough, 
which will help you explore how children 
develop and the benefit that these and 
many other activities may have on them. 
Also, you will attend a nursery placement 
for one day a week in the spring and 
summer term. By the end of the course, 
your work will also contribute towards 
achieving the Award in Babysitting 
and an Award in Parenting Skills. After 
successfully completing this course, you 
may be able to progress to the Level 3 
Diploma in Childcare and Education.
Assessment: external practical  
and written coursework
Exam Board: CACHE

For more details on all our 
courses, please visit www.
rutc.ac.uk 

You may also be interested 
in our Skills for Work 
qualifications – more 
details are on pages 
53–59.

MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENTS
4 GCSEs at grade D 
including English OR 
a Level 1 Diploma at 
Pass in appropriate 
subject with English 
GCSE at grade D. 
Maths GCSE at grade 
D is required where 
specified.

Creative Digital Media 
Production
BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs at 
grade D including English OR a Level 1 
Diploma at Pass with English GCSE at 
grade D AND a proven interest in media.

Have you ever wondered how the media 
industry works? Well, this course might 
be for you! This lively and interactive 
course is aimed at developing your 
knowledge and understanding of the 
media world. Students will learn some 
of the creative practical skills that are 
crucial in today’s media – this would 
normally include video, photography and 
animation. On this exciting course, you 
will work on realistic, detailed projects 
– either individually or as part of a 
team. But be warned, this course is only 
suitable for students with enthusiasm, 
energy and passion for all aspects of 
the media including films, television, 
animation and the internet! So if you’re 
hard working and creative, love talking 
and writing about the media world and 
are obsessive about understanding TV, 
films and the internet, then this course is 
designed for you!
Assessment: coursework and exams.
Exam Board: Edexcel

Engineering
BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs at 
grade D including English, Maths and 
Double Science OR Level 1 Diploma at 
Pass and English and Maths GCSE at 
grade D.

If you want to learn about mechanical 
and electrical engineering then this 
course could be the one! It enables 
you to work towards becoming a 
technician of the future in all sorts 
of new technologies and can, if you 
do well, lead on to Level 3 courses. 
Many of the subjects covered involve 
practical work which blends with the 
theory, however it is not a craft course 
(such as motor vehicle maintenance) 
and there will be written internal and 
external assessments. Becoming a 
technician involves gaining a wide range 
of knowledge and some basic skills, then 
doing a job where these skills can be 
applied (such as installing and testing a 
computer controlled printing press or 
testing new products).
Assessment: practical and  
written coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

IT – Gateway to Creative IT
Level 2 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – GCSE grade 
D in English and Maths OR equivalent, 
and basic keyboarding skills.

This course offers the skills needed in 
today’s digital market. It will teach you 
about interactive media and web design 
as well as giving proficiency in business 
related applications. If you enjoy using 
IT and thinking creatively, this is for you! 
The course includes a ‘bonus’ Learning 
to Learn qualification that will make 
sure that your study skills are developed 
for higher level courses and allow you 
to prove you can keep up to date in 
today’s fast paced IT world. Successful 
completion will allow you to progress 
on to one of our Level 3 courses.
Assessment: practical and  
written coursework
Exam Board: OCR
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PAULINE
Gumley House Convent School: 
Isleworth
Rosary Catholic Primary School: 
Hounslow
Studying: BTEC Level 2 in Travel 
and Tourism
Enrichment: partnership scheme
Next step: Level 3 in Travel and 
Tourism

OPENED MY EYES
“I’m enjoying travel and 
tourism because you 
learn a lot about the travel 
industry and the different 
places throughout the 
world. It’s given me a good 
knowledge of the subject 
and has opened my eyes 
to world issues as well as 
travel destinations.”

IT – Gateway to IT Support
Level 2 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – GCSE grade 
D in English and Maths OR equivalent, 
and basic keyboarding skills.

This course offers much needed skills 
in IT Support and is the entry point to 
a career as an IT technician. It explores 
PC hardware, software, networking 
and security, as well as looking at how 
IT support is provided. You will also 
develop your communication skills – all 
adding to your employability. It will 
involve practical work in our build and 
networking rooms alongside theory 
lessons. The course includes a ‘bonus’ 
Learning to Learn qualification making 
sure your study skills are developed to 
prepare you for higher level courses 
and preparing you for the ever changing 
world of IT. Successful completion can 
lead to an Apprenticeship in IT or on to 
one of our Level 3 courses.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: OCR

Performing Arts (Acting)
BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs at 
grade D including English at grade D and 
Drama preferred OR Level 1 Diploma at 
Pass and English GCSE at grade D.

This is a practical course where you 
continue to develop your expertise in 
acting and stagecraft. You will participate 
in several productions over the year, 
that may include a devised piece, a 
musical and a play. You will also take 
an active role in marketing, designing 
and producing your shows, as well 
as performing in them. Lessons are 
mainly practical, but written work is an 
essential component making up at least 
30% of your assessment. The focus of 
the course is building teamwork skills, 
confidence and knowledge needed to 
progress on to a BTEC Level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Performing Arts.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Sport 
BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs at 
grade D including English and Maths OR 
Level 1 Diploma at Pass and English and 
Maths GCSE at grade D.

This course offers you the opportunity 
to participate in practical sport alongside 
developing your theoretical knowledge 
of the sport and active leisure industry. 
This course is ideal if you are interested 
in using science to improve your own 
performance or that of others, or you 
are interested in becoming a coach, 
personal trainer or gym instructor. After 
successful completion, you will be able 
to progress to a BTEC Level 3 Extended 
Diploma or employment in the sport and 
leisure industry. 
Assessment: practical and  
written coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Travel and Tourism
C&G Level 2 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs at 
grade D including English and Maths OR 
Level 1 Diploma at Pass and English and 
Maths at grade D.

Hard work, energy and desire go hand 
in hand with travel and tourism. This 
course needs all that and more but your 
reward is an introduction to the fastest 
growing industry in the world. You will 
look at holiday destinations, the impact 
of tourism, customer service and many 
other topics. The work set will need to 
be completed as an individual project, 
a group portfolio or class work – all 
supported by a teacher. If you want 
a career as a member of cabin crew, 
working at an airport, a holiday rep, a 
tour operator or travel agent then this is 
the place to start your exciting journey.
Assessment: mostly practical and 
written coursework with some  
online assessments
Exam Board: City & Guilds

Diplomas Level 1
Art, Design and Media
BTEC Level 1 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs at 
grade E–F including English, Maths and 
Art/Media at grade E.

Do you like art, drawing and making? 
Do you like film, photography and 
animation? Our course will give you 
skills and experience in a wide range 
of art, design and media techniques 
and software through lots of practical 
workshops and projects. You will try 
out graphic design and animation 
software, digital photography, 
printmaking, model making, drawing, 
film, editing and animated sequences. 
You will learn to research, go on trips 
to museums and galleries to look at 
the work of artists and designers. You 
will learn to follow a design brief and 
how to write about your work. After 
finishing this course you can apply to 
our Level 2 qualifications in Creative 
Media Production or Art and Design.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Caring For Children
CACHE Level 1 Diploma 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs  
at grade E including English and Maths. 
Some experience of caring for young 
children such as babysitting, would  
be useful.

This course provides an introduction 
to childcare for students who may wish 
to progress and gain a professional 
qualification at Level 2 in childcare or 
playwork. It could also provide useful 
knowledge if you become a parent. 
There will be an opportunity for a period 
of work experience and to learn about 
children’s development and play.
Assessment: continual assessment
Exam Board: CACHE

For more details on all our courses, please visit www.rutc.ac.uk. 
You may also be interested in our Skills for Work qualifications – 
more details are on pages 53–59.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
4 GCSEs at grades E–F including English  
and Maths at grade E.
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LIAM
St Mark’s Catholic 
School: Hounslow
Botwell House Primary 
School: Hayes
Studying: Level 2 in Gateway 
to IT Support, progressed 
from BTEC Level 1 in IT 
Interests: volunteering
Ambition: a career as 
an IT professional

THE PERFECT START
“The Level 1 diploma in IT 
gave me the perfect start 
to learning IT from scratch. 
It was really enjoyable 
and the teachers were 
all very supportive and 
taught us at the right 
pace. I’m now studying 
the Gateway to IT Support 
course and am on track to 
eventually have a career 
as an IT professional.”

Entry Level Courses

IT
BTEC Level 1 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs 
grades E–F including English and Maths 
at grade E.

This course is designed to provide you 
with the variety of IT skills that are used 
for different purposes in a wide range of 
jobs. It will give you proficiency in using 
a wide range of Microsoft applications as 
well as knowledge of digital technology 
and the basics of how PCs work. If you 
have an enthusiasm for using computers 
- this course is for you. The course 
includes a ‘bonus’ Learning to Learn 
qualification that will make sure that 
your study skills are developed for higher 
level courses and allow you to prove you 
can keep up to date in today’s fast paced 
IT world. Successful completion of this 
course can lead to progression on to one 
of our Gateway to IT courses.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

Sport and Active Leisure
BTEC Level 1 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs 
grades E–F including English and Maths 
at grade E.

This course is for students who would 
like to find out more about the fast 
growing sport and leisure industry. If you 
want to work in a gym, a theme park, 
leisure centre, sports club or in coaching 
then this is a good starting point for you. 
You will be expected to plan a leisure 
event as a group and coach a particular 
sport. Individually you will be required 
to complete coursework on a range 
of topics including devising your own 
fitness and exercise programme. 
Successful completion of this course can 
lead on to the BTEC Level 2 Diploma in 
Sport.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: Edexcel

MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENTS
Successful interview 
and satisfactory 
reference.
The following courses are 
designed for young people 
leaving special schools 
or for young people and 
adults who need extra 
support in moving on to 
college. Work experience is 
a feature of all our courses.

Entry Level Life Skills Courses
Award and Certificate in Independent 
Living (Entry Levels 1 – 3) in:

• Accessing community activities
• Living in the community
• Personal development

Key Features
• Vocational training in catering and 

retail, English, Maths and IT at a 
suitable level.

• A period of work experience.

• Personal and social development 
skills including preparation for 
work, managing money, dealing 
with everyday problems, travelling 
on public transport, cooking 
and working towards goals.

Students will gain credits by completing 
units and, depending on the number of 
credits achieved, they can work towards 
gaining an Entry Level Award, Certificate 
or Diploma.

Clear progression will be identified for 
each student in line with their own 
aspirations.
Assessment: combination of completed 
coursework and testing
Exam Board: NOCN
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Skills for Work – 
Apprenticeships

Construction Crafts
Intermediate Apprenticeship

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – Diploma 
Level 2 or Plumbing Technical Certificate 
Level 2 and GCSE grade C or above in 
English and Maths (or Level 2 Functional 
Skills in English and Maths).

Advanced Apprenticeship

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – as above 
plus NVQ Level 2 and Diploma Level 3.

You can choose from the following:
• Bench Joinery
• Plumbing (not NVQ3)
• Site Carpentry

During your Apprenticeship you will 
learn many practical skills as well as 
necessary business processes such 
as estimating, invoicing and customer 
service. You will be required to 
attend college on a regular basis. On 
completion of your Apprenticeship you 
could then progress to an Advanced 
Apprenticeship (NVQ3), which 
would assist you in progressing on 
to a supervisory or managerial role 
or alternatively give you the skills to 
become self-employed.

Creative and Digital Media
Intermediate Apprenticeship

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs 
including English and Maths preferably 
at grade C (or Level 1 Functional Skills in 
English and Maths).

This Apprenticeship is ideal if you 
have a keen interest in pursuing a 
career in a creative industry. Initially, 
you will work as an assistant/runner 
in production, broadcast, animation, 
research, archive, design or camera crew. 
As well as traditional areas of work, this 
Apprenticeship covers the growing role 
of digital technologies and how they are 
changing the way that media content is 
shared and enjoyed by audiences. You 
will develop an understanding of the 
end to end production cycle in relation 
to different platforms (eg audio, visual, 
interactive and emerging technologies 
and post production) to different genres 
(eg entertainment, drama, news and 
sport) and in different formats (eg 
live, studio and online). You and your 
employer will be able to tailor your 
Apprenticeship programme selecting 
a combination of options including 
production, editing, interactive media, 
audiovisual, journalism, camerawork, 
set design and photo imaging. On 
completion of your Apprenticeship you 
could then progress to the next level 
which would assist you in developing 
your career within a creative industry.

Customer Service
Intermediate Apprenticeship

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs 
including English and Maths preferably 
at grade C or above (or Level 1 Functional 
Skills in English and Maths). College 
attendance is compulsory for one day 
per week.

Advanced Apprenticeship

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs 
including English and Maths at grade C 
or above OR Level 2 Functional Skills in 
English and Maths. College attendance 
is compulsory for one day per week. 
You will need to be employed in a 
customer focused role and have the 
opportunity to influence what happens 
at work (although this does not have to 
be in a managerial position). You must, 
therefore, already have proven customer 
service skills and experience.

During your Apprenticeship you will 
develop your skills in understanding 
and meeting your customers’ needs. 
Dealing with customers face to face, by 
telephone or by written correspondence 
may be part of your daily routine, as well 
as developing administration skills to 
support the customer service delivery 
within your organisation. This experience 
could be gained in a shop, office or 
hotel for example. Having developed 
these skills and advanced within the 
organisation, you could progress on to 
the Advanced Apprenticeship where 
you would be required to improve 
the customer relationship and service 
delivery within your organisation, 
provide appropriate solutions to 
customer service problems and monitor 
the outcome.

Project SEARCH – 
Supported Internships
OCNLR Entry Level 3 Award

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – Successful 
interview and a work based task.

Project SEARCH is a work based 
supported internship for young people 
with additional needs who are aged 
between 17-24 and in their last year of 
education or have left education and 
want to get a job. The course is based 
at Kingston Hospital and focuses on 
developing work skills in three different 
departments of the hospital, working 
towards gaining the ‘Using Employability 
Skills’ qualification.
Assessment: coursework and practical
Exam Board: OCNLR

Progression
NOCN Entry Level 3 Certificate

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – Successful 
interview and satisfactory reference.

This one year course is for students aged 
16-18 and is intended to support them 
in finding a job or guide them into more 
specialised vocational training. As part 
of the course students will undertake 
two or three different work experience 
placements. Most students will progress 
onto more specialised training before 
gaining a job. They will have the 
opportunity to gain NOCN Entry Level 
3 Certificate in Progression as well as 
certificates in Functional Skills English, 
Maths and IT. The course is designed to 
help students identify jobs that might suit 
them as well as looking at long term goals 
and how to achieve them. Students will 
study units in customer service and team 
working skills as well as extending their 
IT skills in a work environment. They will 
also study a unit focusing on preparing 
for interviews. Health needs, cooking, 
sport and photography also form part of 
the course.
Assessment: coursework
Exam Board: NOCN

Skillwise
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –  
Successful interview.

A two year practical based course 
for young adults with severe learning 
difficulties aged 19 years. Students are 
given opportunities to develop their 
social and work skills, as well as their 
literacy and numeracy in practical based 
subjects like cooking, shopping and 
gardening in the supported learning 
garden. Students will be encouraged 
to develop their independence and 
personal safety skills by choosing trips 
and travelling in the local community.
Assessment: students can build up 
their skills for independent living and 
supported employment
Exam Board: College Certificate

‘Earn as you Learn’ by applying for an Apprenticeship programme. 
Our apprentices work towards an industry specific NVQ Level 
2/3, Functional Skills and a technical certificate. Our staff will 
support you in finding a job which offers career progression, 
good salary prospects and training. Training is mainly work based 
with a minimum of one day a week in college depending on the 
Apprenticeship you are following and your prior qualifications. 
For more information on our Apprenticeships please telephone 
020 8607 8306 or email apprenticeships@rutc.ac.uk.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
see individual subjects

AHMED
Strathmore School: Richmond
Studying: Skillwise and 
Independent Living 
Interests: gardening, swimming
Ambition: work in the food 
retail industry

THE PERFECT START
“Working in the Serious 
Snacks Shop at the college 
is my favourite thing. I also 
enjoy gardening too and I 
like going out and about in 
the community.”
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IT Support Professionals
Advanced Apprenticeship

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs at 
grade C including English and Maths 
(or Level 2 Functional Skills in English 
and Maths). College attendance is 
compulsory for one day per week.

If you enjoy and find learning easier in 
a ‘hands-on’ environment this may be 
the course for you. As an IT apprentice 
your main role will be that of a first line 
support technician. You will be required 
to carry out a variety of tasks ranging 
from solving technical problems to 
installations of hardware/software and 
configuring computer systems. Working 
with the latest technology in the 
workplace will give you the experience 
and skills required by the IT industry. 
The Apprenticeship programme will give 
you the opportunity to gain valuable 
experience whilst working towards a 
nationally recognised qualification. Upon 
completion, you would have the option 
of staying in the IT industry or going 
to university to further your study to 
degree level.

Sporting Excellence (AASE)
Advanced Apprenticeship

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – Candidates 
for the AASE programme are selected 
based on both their sporting ability and 
academic qualifications. Candidates 
must, as a minimum, be competing 
at the equivalent of county level in the 
relevant sport. In addition candidates 
should meet the normal entry 
requirements for a Level 3 programme 
(for example A Levels or BTEC Level 3 
Extended Diploma/Diploma).

This programme has been designed 
to meet the needs of young people 
who have realistic potential to achieve 
excellence in their sport and are seeking 
to perform at the highest level as their 
main career goal. Candidates complete 
an NVQ Level 3 in Achieving Excellence 
in Sports Performance alongside full 
time study. The programme is run in 
conjunction with local sports clubs 
and National Governing Bodies and at 
present the sport we offer under this 
programme is rowing.

Sport and Recreation
Intermediate Apprenticeships

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs 
including English and Maths preferably 
at grade C (or Level 1 Functional Skills 
in English and Maths). You need to be 
motivated, enthusiastic and show an 
attitude of willingness to learn. College 
attendance is compulsory for one day 
per week.

This qualification includes an NVQ at 
Level 2, technical certificates at Level 2, 
Functional Skills and an industry 
recognised qualification. You can choose 
for the following pathways:

• Activity Leadership 
This Apprenticeship trains you to lead 
an activity session; you will spend time 
helping an already qualified activity 
leader and shadowing their work.

• Coaching, Teaching and Instructing 
You will gain knowledge in how 
to direct people and how to put 
together training programmes.  
The course will help you improve 
your interpersonal skills.

• Exercise and Fitness 
This Apprenticeship covers units 
in dealing with emergencies, 
evaluating coaching sessions 
and supporting participants in 
developing fitness. It is ideal for 
those wishing to work in a gym/
health club environment and includes 
a fitness instructing qualification.

• Operational Services 
This Apprenticeship is aimed at those 
working in sports and leisure centres 
as recreational assistants wanting to  
learn about the day to day running 
of the facility. You will learn all about 
the processes and jobs that make a 
leisure facility run smoothly.

Sport and Recreation
Advanced Apprenticeships

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs at 
grade C including English and Maths 
(or Level 2 Functional Skills in English 
and Maths). As the qualification is 
aimed at first line managers, you 
need supervisory/management 
experience. College attendance is 
compulsory for one day per week.

This qualification includes an NVQ at 
Level 3, technical certificates at Level 3,  
Functional Skills and two industry 
recognised qualifications. You can  
choose from the following pathways:

• Leisure Management 
This Apprenticeship is aimed at 
leisure centre supervisors/managers, 
duty managers or facility managers. 
The NVQ can be achieved by 
working within organisations such 
as swimming pools, leisure centres, 
local authorities, private gyms 
or community sport facilities.

• Sports Development 
This Apprenticeship is for those 
working in a range of sports 
development roles generally 
at supervisory or at first line 
management level. The NVQ can 
be achieved by staff working within 
organisations such as community 
outreach workers and voluntary 
groups, local authorities, leisure 
centres, private gyms and sports 
clubs, schools and colleges.
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Skills for Work – Qualifications 
for the Workplace

Professional Cookery
VRQ Level 3 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – Professional 
Cookery Diploma VRQ Level 2 or 
significant work experience in the 
industry.

Whereas Level 2 provides you with 
the skills required for employment in 
the industry, Level 3 offers you the 
opportunity to progress to advanced 
culinary skills in the kitchen, where you 
will be preparing an exciting range of 
complex dishes and menus. You will 
be able to use your creative talents in 
designing menus for our very successful 
Merits restaurant. On completion you 
will be in a position to apply for higher 
education courses or, alternatively, apply 
for employment in restaurants which 
offer a fine dining experience.
Assessment: timed practical tasks, short 
answer questions and research and 
report writing
Exam Board: City & Guilds

CONSTRUCTION 
CRAFTS

Carpentry and Joinery
Entry Level 3 Award

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – Successful 
interview and satisfactory reference.

On this course you will learn some 
practical skills in our workshops. There 
will be introductions to site and bench 
joinery skills, as well as cabinet making 
skills and levelling. You will have to write 
about these tasks explaining what tools 
and materials you used, any difficulties 
you encountered and how you set about 
your assignments. You will also complete 
units in IT, maths and English. If you 
complete the course successfully you 
can move on to the Diploma Level 1 in 
Carpentry and Joinery.
Assessment: portfolio containing 
photographic evidence of your practical 
work and the workbooks you have 
completed in class
Exam Board: City & Guilds

Carpentry and Joinery
Level 1 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs 
grades D–E including English and Maths 
at grade D OR progress from the Entry 
Level 3 course. You will be interviewed 
and need to be physically fit.

During the course you will learn how 
to use basic hand tools, identify and 
select the correct materials for the job, 
construct basic joints, make and hang 
a small door and learn to use basic and 
portable powered hand tools. You will 
be taught about basic scaffolding and 
cover some of the health and safety 
regulations. You will also complete units 
in English, maths and IT. You will work 
on your own and in a group to produce 
timber joints and a window frame in the 
workshops as well as having lessons in 
the classrooms. Successful students will 
progress on to the Bench Joinery Level 
2 Diploma.
Assessment: practical assessments, 
assignments, written workbooks and 
unit tests. You must produce a portfolio 
of evidence and sit an external multiple 
choice test.
Exam Board: Cskills Awards

ROSIE
Waldegrave School for Girls: 
Twickenham
Trafalgar Junior School: 
Twickenham
Studying: VRQ Level 2 in 
Catering
Ambition: a career as a 
professional chef, run a 
restaurant 

SERVE REAL CUSTOMERS
“I’m loving my catering 
course and really enjoy 
working in Merits training 
restaurant. I enjoy the 
rush of a busy service at 
lunchtime and evenings 
and it’s a really good 
atmosphere to be in. 
The fact that we get to 
experience new foods 
and serve them to paying 
customers is one of the best 
things about the course.”

College Facilities –  
open to the public 

Merits training restaurant
Merits training restaurant 
at Richmond upon Thames 
College is a fully working 
restaurant providing lunchtime 
and evening menus to the 
general public during term 
time. Merits provides a unique 
dining experience in bright 
friendly surroundings. With 
a constantly changing menu 
and astoundingly low prices, 
diners can experience the 
skills of the waiters and chefs 
of tomorrow. If you haven’t 
tried it, why not come along 
and give yourself a treat?

Lunch
Wednesday – Friday (term time)
12.00pm (noon) – 2.30pm  
(last booking 1.15pm)

Evenings
Wednesdays Weekly Bistro
6.30pm – 9.30pm  
(last booking 8.00pm)

Private functions and themed 
evenings (term time)

Book online at  
www.meritsrestaurant.co.uk  
or telephone 020 8607 8164

On the next few pages, 
you can find out more 
about the courses we 
offer that are ideally 
suited for the workplace 
and will help you in your 
future career. 

CATERING

Professional Cookery
VRQ Level 1 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs, 2 
at grade D and 2 at grade E.

The qualification is made up of 60% 
practical and 40% theory. You will learn 
all the basic skills of food preparation. All 
the different aspects of the hospitality 
industry will be learnt through visits 
and work experience with our industry 
partners. In the classroom you will learn 
about hygiene, health and safety, healthy 
eating, catering equipment and menu 
planning. On successful completion of 
all parts of the course you will be able to 
progress to Level 2.
Assessment: assignments and  
practical tests
Exam Board: City & Guilds

Professional Cookery
VRQ Level 2 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – Professional 
Cookery VRQ Level 1 Diploma at Merit 
and/or significant work experience in the 
industry.

On successful completion of Level 1 you 
will be able to extend your culinary skills 
in the kitchen using a wide variety of 
foods, preparation and cooking methods. 
Alongside this you will be able to cook 
for Merits restaurant, which is open to 
the general public. Work experience will 
also be part of your programme.  
On completion of this course we expect 
students to go into employment or 
continue their studies in culinary skills  
or hospitality management.
Assessment: short answer tests and 
assignments and practical assessments
Exam Board: City & Guilds
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Basic Plumbing Studies
Level 2 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – Level 1 
Diploma in Access to Building Services 
Engineering (BSE 2000) or Level 1 
Diploma in Plumbing and GCSE Maths 
and English at grade C (or Level 2 
Functional Skills in English and Maths).

During the course you will be trained to 
carry out practical tasks before you are 
assessed on them. The units included in 
this course are:

• Health and safety in building services 
engineering

• Electrical principles and processes for 
building services engineering

• Scientific principles in plumbing
• Common plumbing processes
• Cold water systems
• Domestic hot water systems
• Sanitation
• Central heating systems
• Drainage systems
• Understand how to communicate 

with others within building  
services engineering

You will learn to work with different 
materials using hand and power tools. All 
activities will be carried out to working 
standard while complying to health and 
safety regulations. Successful students 
will progress on to the Plumbing Level 3 
Diploma.
Assessment: written and practical 
assignments, including a portfolio, online 
tests and final exams
Exam Board: City & Guilds

Plumbing
Level 3 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – Level 2 
Diploma in Basic Plumbing Studies and 
GCSE Maths and English at grade C  
(or Level 2 Functional Skills in English  
and Maths).

During the course you will be trained to 
carry out practical tasks before you are 
assessed on them. The units included in 
this course are:

• Health and safety in building 
services engineering, understanding 
the fundamental principles and 
requirements of environmental 
technology systems

• Complex cold water systems
• Domestic hot water systems
• Sanitation and drainage systems
• Central heating systems
• Domestic gas principles
• Career awareness in building  

services engineering

You will learn to work with different 
materials using hand and power tools. All 
activities will be carried out to working 
standard while complying to health and 
safety regulations.
Assessment: written and practical 
assignments, including a portfolio, online 
tests and final exams
Exam Board: City & Guilds

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

Gateway to Creative IT
Level 2 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – GCSE grade 
D in English and Maths OR equivalent, 
and basic keyboarding skills.

This course offers the skills needed in 
today’s digital market. It will teach you 
about interactive media and web design 
as well as giving proficiency in business 
related applications. If you enjoy using 
IT and thinking creatively, this is for you! 
The course includes a ‘bonus’ Learning 
to Learn qualification that will make 
sure that your study skills are developed 
for higher level courses and allow you 
to prove you can keep up to date in 
today’s fast paced IT world. Successful 
completion will allow you to progress on 
to one of our Level 3 courses. 
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: OCR

Gateway to IT Support
Level 2 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – GCSE grade 
D in English and Maths OR equivalent, 
and basic keyboarding skills.

This course offers much needed skills 
in IT Support and is the entry point to 
a career as an IT technician. It explores 
PC hardware, software, networking 
and security, as well as looking at how 
IT support is provided. You will also 
develop your communication skills –  
all adding to your employability. It will 
involve practical work in our build and 
networking rooms, alongside theory 
lessons. The course includes a ‘bonus’ 
Learning to Learn qualification making 
sure your study skills are developed to 
prepare you for higher level courses 
and preparing you for the ever changing 
world of IT. Successful completion can 
lead to an Apprenticeship in IT or on to 
one of our Level 3 courses.
Assessment: practical and written 
coursework
Exam Board: OCR

Bench Joinery
Level 2 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – Level 1 
Diploma in Carpentry and Joinery and 
GCSE Maths and English at grade D  
(or Level 1 Functional Skills in English  
and Maths).

During the course you will be trained to 
carry out practical tasks before you are 
assessed on them. The units included in 
this course are:

• Health, safety and welfare in 
construction and associated industries

• Understanding information, quantities 
and communication with others

• Knowledge of construction 
technology

• Prepare and use carpentry and joinery 
power tools

• Set up and operate cutting and 
shaping machinery

• Produce setting out details for routine 
joinery products

• Mark out from setting out details for 
routine joinery products

• Manufacture routine joinery products

You will learn to work with different 
materials, using hand and power tools. 
All these activities will be carried out to 
working standards while complying to 
health and safety regulations. Successful 
students will progress on to the Bench 
Joinery Level 3 Diploma.
Assessment: written and practical 
assignments, including a portfolio, online 
tests and final exams

Exam Board: Cskills Awards

Bench Joinery
Level 3 Diploma

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – Level 2 
Diploma in Bench Joinery and GCSE 
Maths and English at grade C (or Level 2 
Functional Skills in English and Maths).

During the course you will be trained to 
carry out practical tasks before you are 
assessed on them. The units included in 
this course are:

• Health, safety and welfare in 
construction and associated 
industries

• Analysing technical information, 
quantities and communication with 
others

• Analysing the construction industry 
and built environment

• Set up and operate woodworking 
machinery to create curved work

• Set up and mark out for shaped 
joinery products

• Manufacture shaped joinery products

You will learn to work with different 
materials, using hand and power tools. 
All these activities will be carried out to 
working standards while complying to 
health and safety regulations.
Assessment: written and practical 
assignments, including a portfolio, online 
tests and final exams
Exam Board: Cskills Awards

Access to Building  
Services Engineering 
(BSE 2000) – Plumbing
Level 1 Certificate

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – 4 GCSEs 
including English and Maths at grade D 
and 2 at grade E.

On this course you will learn basic 
plumbing skills. You will also cover units 
in health and safety, environmental 
awareness, heating and ventilation, 
electronics, refrigeration and air 
conditioning. You will also complete 
units in English, Maths and IT. Successful 
students will progress on to the Basic 
Plumbing Studies Level 2 Diploma.
Assessment: combination of practical 
and knowledge tests
Exam Board: City & Guilds

DANIEL
Gunnersbury Catholic 
School: Hounslow
Montpelier Primary 
School: Ealing
Studying: Level 1 in 
Carpentry and Joinery
Ambition: progress to Level 2, 
eventually work as a joiner

VERY HANDS ON
“I’m really enjoying my 
course because it’s practical 
and very hands on. It caters 
well for students like me 
who prefer vocational 
learning to the traditional 
academic subjects. I really 
feel that the skills I’m 
learning in the workshop 
will be used in my career 
for the rest of my life.”
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Disability Statement
Richmond upon Thames College 
is committed to being proactive in 
ensuring that disabled people are 
treated equally in all aspects of college 
life. We wish to provide anticipatory 
arrangements and reasonable 
adjustments for those requiring them. 
The college has a Disability Statement 
and a copy is available on request.

Equality and Diversity
Richmond upon Thames College is 
committed to the active promotion 
of equality of opportunity for all and 
opposes discrimination of any kind. The 
college treats all employees and students 
with respect and dignity and provides a 
working and educational environment 
free from unlawful discrimination, 
harassment or victimisation. To this 
end, within the framework of the law 
and best educational and personnel 
practice, the college is committed to 
achieving and maintaining a student 
body and workforce which broadly 
reflects both the local community 
wherever possible and meets the needs 
of the wider catchment area from 
which students and staff are recruited.

Fees and charges
Full or part time students aged 16, 17 or 
18 on 31st August of the academic year 
in which a course commences will not 
be asked to pay tuition or examination 
fees*. For most subjects students will 
be required to pay for personal tools/
equipment, books and materials. There 
are also charges for individual and 
group music lessons and educational 
visits arranged as part of the course. 
Where possible we will advise you of 
such charges in advance of enrolment.

UK and EU students aged 19 or over on 
31st August 2015 and non-EU students 
will normally be required to pay tuition 
and examination fees. In 2014/15 the 
full time tuition fee for UK and EU 
students aged 19 and over was £2,020 
per annum. For all non-EU students 
aged 16 and over the tuition fee was 
£7,835 per annum**. Fees for 2015/16 
will be available in spring 2015.
*subject to certain conditions
**except for the college’s higher 
education courses

Safeguarding our students
The college places great importance 
on the welfare of its students. For this 
reason we have a policy and procedure 
for the protection of students under 
the age of 18 and vulnerable adults. 
Copies are available on request.

Smoking policy
We work hard to make sure that the 
college environment is as healthy 
as possible for all members of our 
community. Because of this, students 
and staff are not allowed to smoke 
in any part of the college site, apart 
from in the designated smoking area.

Student Responsibilities
Student responsibilities set out 
what we expect from you as a 
college student. We require a strong 
commitment from you which includes 
regular attendance at all your classes, 
punctuality and dedication to your 
course of study. The college enforces 
strict guidelines in these areas.

How to find us
By Car
The college is located adjacent to the 
A316 Chertsey Road in Twickenham. 
Parking is available during the day in the 
car parks accessed via the A316 dual 
carriageway travelling west.

By Public Transport
Bus: Many buses pass close to the 
college including numbers: 33, 110, 267, 
281, 290, H22, R68 and R70.  
There are bus stops on Whitton  
Road and London Road.

Rail: Twickenham station is about a  
10 minute walk from the college.

How to contact us
Richmond upon Thames College
Egerton Road, Twickenham,  
Middlesex TW2 7SJ
Switchboard: 020 8607 8000
Fax: 020 8744 9738
Website: www.rutc.ac.uk 
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Useful Information

International Students
Richmond upon Thames College is one of London’s most 
successful colleges and welcomes students from all 
around the world. The wide range of nationalities that 
choose to study here makes a special contribution  
to our rich and successful learning community.

What can I study?
You can study the following courses: International Baccalaureate Diploma, 
A Levels, BTEC qualifications. These pre-universtiy (20+ hours per week) 
courses start in September each year.

What entry requirements do I need?
You will need a minimum IELTS score of 5.5 for entry on to most study 
programmes (this will rise to 6.0 for subjects with heavy reading and writing 
components).

How much does it cost?
In 2014/15 our fees for non-EU students were £7,835 per annum. 
Fees for 2015/16 will be available in spring 2015.

Disclaimer:
Whilst every effort has been 
made to ensure the accuracy 
of the information in this 
course guide, Richmond upon 
Thames College reserves the 
right to amend details in line 
with changing circumstances. 
The college reserves the right 
to alter fees, change tutors 
and to reschedule, cancel and/
or combine courses where 
appropriate. As such this 
document does not form a 
legal contract. Any verbal 
communications with any 
member of the college staff will 
not be deemed an offer of an 
interview or place at the college. 
Only written offers made by 
the designated interviewers 
will be honoured, as long 
as you meet the conditions 
set out at the interview.
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AS/A2 Design & Technology –  

Product Design ......................................... 24
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Apprenticeship Customer Service ............ 53
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Diploma/Diploma Business ................... 39
Level 2 Diploma Business ........................... 46

Carpentry
Apprenticeship Construction Crafts......... 53
Level 3 Diploma Bench Joinery ................. 58
Level 2 Diploma Bench Joinery ................. 58
Level 1 Diploma Carpentry & Joinery ...... 57
Entry Level 3 Carpentry & Joinery ............ 57

Catering
Level 3 VRQ Diploma  

Professional Cookery .............................. 57
Level 2 VRQ Diploma  

Professional Cookery .............................. 56
Level 1 VRQ Diploma  

Professional Cookery .............................. 56

Chemistry
AS/A Chemistry ............................................ 23
See Science

Childcare
Level 3 Diploma in Childcare  

& Education .............................................. 39
Level 2 Certificate Intro Caring for 

Children and Young People ................... 46
Level 1 Diploma Caring for Children ........ 49

Coaching
Level 3 Extended Dip/Dip in Sports 

Development, Coaching & Fitness  ..... 43

Communication
AS/A2 Communication & Culture ............ 23
See also Media

Computing
AS/A2 Computing ........................................ 24
See IT

Construction
Apprenticeship Construction Crafts......... 53
Level 3 Extended Diploma Construction
 and the Built Environment  .................... 40
Level 3 Diploma Bench Joinery ................. 58
Level 3 Diploma Plumbing .......................... 59
Level 2 Diploma Bench Joinery ................. 58
Level 2 Diploma Basic  

Plumbing Studies ...................................... 59
Level 1 Diploma Carpentry & Joinery ...... 57
Level 1 Certificate Access to Building  

Services Engineering - Plumbing .......... 58
Entry Level 3 Carpentry & Joinery ............ 57

Customer Service
Apprentice Customer Service .................... 53

Dance
Level 3 Extended Diploma Performing 

Arts (Dance) .............................................. 43
Level 3 Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma  

Performing Arts (Dance) ......................... 37
See Performing Arts

Drama
AS/A2 Drama & Theatre Studies .............. 24
See Performing Arts

Earth Sciences
AS/A2 Geography ........................................ 27

Economics
AS/A Economics ........................................... 25

Engineering
Level 3 Extended Diploma 
 Electrical/Electronic Engineering ......... 41
Level 3 Extended Diploma 
 Mechanical Engineering ......................... 41
Level 2 Diploma Engineering ..................... 47

English 
AS/A2 Communication & Culture ............ 23
AS/A English Language  .............................. 25
AS/A English Language & Literature ........ 26
AS/A English Literature ............................... 26

Entry Level 1, 2 & 3  ........................51–52

Exercise
Level 3 Extended Diploma/Diploma Sport 

Development, Coaching & Fitness ...... 43
Level 3 Extended Diploma/Diploma 

 Sports & Exercise Science  ................... 44
Level 2 Diploma Sport  ................................ 48
See Sport

Extended Project  
Qualification .................................. 12/37

Fashion
Level 3 Extended Diploma  

Fashion & Textiles .................................... 38

Film Studies
AS/A2 Film Studies  ..................................... 26

Financial Studies
Certificate/Diploma Financial Studies ..... 36

Fine Art
AS/A Fine Art ................................................ 27
Level 3 Extended Diploma Fine Art ......... 38

French
AS/A2 French ................................................ 27

Further Maths
AS/A2 Further Maths .................................. 32

GCSEs
Italian  ............................................................. 12
GCSE Pathway .............................................. 45
Science............................................................ 12

Geography
AS/A2 Geography  ....................................... 27

German
AS/A2 German .............................................. 28

Government & Politics
AS/A2 Government & Politics -  

Global Politics ........................................... 28
AS/A2 Government & Politics -  

Political Ideologies ................................... 29

Graphic Design
AS/A Graphic Communication  ................. 29
Level 3 Extended Diploma  

Graphic Design ......................................... 38
See Art

Health & Social Care
Level 3 Diploma in Health & Social Care .. 42 

History
AS/A Early Modern History  ...................... 30
AS/A Modern American & World History .. 30
AS/A Modern European History  .............. 31

Hospitality
Level 3 VRQ Diploma  

Professional Cookery .............................. 57
Level 2 VRQ Diploma  

Professional Cookery .............................. 56
Level 1 VRQ Diploma  

Professional Cookery .............................. 56

IT
Apprenticeship IT Support Professionals 54
Level 3 Extended Diploma  

Information Technology ......................... 42
Level 2 Gateway to Creative IT .......... 47/59
Level 2 Gateway to IT Support ........... 48/59
Level 1 Diploma IT ....................................... 50
See Computing

IB
International Baccalaureate Diploma  ...... 21

Italian
GCSE Italian ................................................... 12

Languages
AS/A2 French ................................................ 27
AS/A2 German .............................................. 28
AS/A2 Spanish .............................................. 35
GCSE Italian ................................................... 12

Law
Level 3 Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma  

Applied Law .............................................. 36

Maths
AS/A2 Further Maths  ................................. 32
AS/A2 Maths  ................................................ 31
Mathematics - STEP .................................... 12

Media
Apprenticeship Creative & Digital Media . 53
AS/A2 Communication & Culture  ........... 23
AS/A2 Film Studies  ..................................... 26
AS/A2 Media Studies  ................................. 32
AS/A2 Photography  .................................... 33
Level 3 Extended Diploma Creative  

Media Production (Animation and  
Visual effects)  .......................................... 40

Level 3 Extended Diploma Creative Media 
Production (Television and Film) ........... 40

Level 2 Diploma Creative Digital Media 
Production ................................................. 47

Level 1 Art, Design and Media .................. 49

Music
Level 3 Extended Diploma Music  ............ 42

Music Technology
Level 3 Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma  

Music Technology .................................... 36
Level 3 Extended Diploma  

Music Technology .................................... 43

Performing Arts
AS/A2 Drama & Theatre Studies  ............. 24
Level 3 Extended Dip Performing Arts 

 (Acting) ...................................................... 43
Level 3 Extended Dip Performing Arts 

 (Dance) ...................................................... 43
Level 3 Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma  

Performing Arts (Dance) ......................... 37
Level 2 Diploma  

Performing Arts (Acting)  ........................ 48
See Dance, Music, Drama

Philosophy & Ethics
AS/A2 Philosophy & Ethics  ....................... 33

Photography
AS/A Photography  ...................................... 33

Physical Education
AS/A2 Physical Education  ......................... 34
See Sport

Physics
AS/A Physics ................................................. 34
See Science

Plumbing
Apprenticeship Construction Crafts  ....... 53
Level 3 Diploma Plumbing  ......................... 59
Level 2 Diploma Basic  

Plumbing Studies ...................................... 59
Level 1 Certificate Access to Building 

Services Engineering - Plumbing .......... 58

Psychology
AS/A Psychology   ........................................ 34

Religious Studies
See Philosophy & Ethics

Recreation
See Sport, Travel & Tourism

Retail
See Business

Science
AS/A Biology ................................................. 22
AS/A Chemistry ............................................ 23
AS/A Physics ................................................. 34
Level 3 Extended Diploma  

Applied Science  ....................................... 38

Social Sciences
AS/A Psychology  ......................................... 34
AS/A Sociology  ............................................ 34

Sociology
AS/A Sociology  ............................................ 34

Spanish
AS/A2 Spanish  ............................................. 35

Sport
Apprenticeship Sporting Excellence  

(AASE) ........................................................ 54
Apprenticeship Sport & Recreation .......... 55
AS/A2 Physical Education .......................... 34
Level 3 Extended Diploma/Diploma Sport 

Development, Coaching & Fitness ...... 43
Level 3 Extended Diploma/Diploma  

Sports & Exercise Science ...................... 44
Level 2 Diploma Sport ................................. 48
Level 1 Diploma Sport &  

Active Leisure    ........................................ 50

Supported Learning  ....................... 51/52

Textiles
AS/A Textile Art & Design  ......................... 35
Level 3 Extended Diploma  

Fashion & Textiles .................................... 38

Travel & Tourism
Level 3 Extended Diploma  

Travel & Tourism ....................................... 44
Level 2 Diploma Travel & Tourism............. 48

World Development
AS/A2 World Development   ..................... 35
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